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What Happened in the Country's Economy last month?
What were the Challenges to the Development, Production,
Exporting and Competing with the Regional Producers?

B work of Afghanistan Economic and Legal Studies
Organization (AELSO)
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http://www.tolonews.com/pa/business/19415-200-million-usd-indian-investment-in-chabahar-port-announced
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Afghan plastic chair factory

foreign

emerges to beat
competitors

Afghanistan’s plastic chair factory is
optimistic  about winning over the
market for plastic chairs which is mostly
monopolized by China, Iran and
Pakistan.

The factory was launched in Kabul with
an investment capital of USD 1 million
to help meet domestic demand.

The chairs manufactured by the factory
are sold for 100 AFN less than the price
of imported chairs.

“The chairs that we produce are of a
very good quality, but at the moment,
the market is in the hands of
neighboring countries and the
government has shown a lack of
support for the industry,” Tolo News
guotes Najeebullah Seddiqgi, the owner
of the factory.

The  Afghan Industries  Association
called on Afghans to help improve the
local market by purchasing their
domestic products.

Low import taxes, expensive raw
materials and unreliable electricity are
some of the major hindrances in the

growth of Afghan chair producers. The
Association urged the government to
address these challenges.

IMF projects a 3.5% growth
rate for Afghanistan in 2015

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
in its revised regional economic outlook
for the Middle East, North Africa,
Afghanistan and Pakistan (MENAP)
has predicted Afghanistan’s economic
growth rate to overtake Pakistan’s in
2016.

Afghanistan’s economic growth rate is
projected at 3.5% in 2015 fiscal year.

For 2016 fiscal year, Afghanistan’s
growth rate is predicted to increase to
49% while Pakistan’'s has been
projected to be 4.7%.

Regionally, the report expected inflation
to reach 6.9 per cent and 6.5 per cent
in 2015 and 2016, respectively.

A modest recovery is expected to
continue in the MENAP region, despite
a slump in oil prices, raging regional
conflicts, and lingering uncertainty over
the post-Arab Spring transitions, the
report revealed.
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Orchards set up for Afghan
men and women to earn
income

The
establishment of orchards for men and

World Bank has funded
women in western Ghor province to

help them meet their financial needs.

As many as 520 fruit and vegetable
gardens for women and 400 gardens
for men in Dawlatyar district and
provincial capital Ferozkoh through the
Agriculture, Irrigation and  Livestock
Department in Ghor.

The beneficiaries received 66 apple
saplings, 20 kg of fertilizer and 3-Kha of
seeds.

The assistance will continue for the
next 5 years and the project is
expected to extend to other districts of
the province to help residents tackle
their economic restraints.

UAE to shut down 600 Afghan
businesses

The United Arab Emirates (UAE), the
hub for many businesses around the
world, has given a 2-week deadline for
600 Afghan businessmen to wind up
their businesses and leave the country.

confirms the
visiting UAE

Afghan government
situation and is soon
officials to discuss the matter.

The UAE has also canceled visas and
work permits of these 600 Afghan
investors.

The reason for the mass expulsion of

Afghan investors has not been given
yet.
Over 10,000 Afghans have established

businesses worth USD 20bn in the
UAE.

EU to lift ban on
airlines by the end of 2015

Afghan

vl

Afghan Ministry of Transport and Civil
Aviation (MoTCA) announced on Friday
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15 of May that the European Union
(EU)P is expected to end ban on
Afghan airlines by the end of this year.

The ban on Afghan airlines came in
2010 after Afghanistan failed to comply
in time with a EU order to update
aviation regulations dating back to 1972
and set up a Civil Aviation Authority.

According to the Ministry officials,
Afghanistan has completed majority of
the preconditions set by the EU for the
Afghan airlines to be removed from
EU’s blacklist. The conditions included
independent civil aviation
administration, approval of law on
Afghanistan aviation, standardizing
Afghan airlines to meet international
standards and hiring international
operators to run their fleets.

All state-owned and private airlines of
Afghanistan were banned from entering
the European Union airspace in 2010
for failing to meet the international
safety criteria.

Safi, one of the major private airlines in
Afghanistan, faced a major blow as a result
of the ban, as it offered flies to Frankfurt,
Germany five times a week.

Only 4% of Afghanistan’s

natural gas and oil territory
being exploited

Contracts for only 10,316 kilometers of
Afghanistan’s  natural gas and oil
reserves have been signed off, said
Deputy Minister of Mines and
Petroleum, Jawed Sadat.

Addressing the first  Inter-Ministerial
Commission for Energy meeting in
Kabul on Wedsneday, 6" of May,Sadat
said Afghanistan is endowed with over
270,000 square kilometers of natural
gas and oil reserves. The contracts
signed so far form only 4 percent of the
whole.

The meeting focused on energy
generating projects, the gas project
master plan and progress on TAPI gas
pipeline.

Meanwhile, Minister of Economy and
also head of the Commission Abdul
Sattar Murad said monthly meetings
would be held to bring donors and
Afghan government together to ensure
better coordination for implementation
of new energy projects.

India committed to rebuilding
Afghanistan

India has once again underscored its
commitments to support Afghanistan in
its rebuilding process.

The Delhi Policy Group, an
independent think-tank, in its annual




dugo gilalllae Baio ol solazil 5 olwilidl 5

|
ILJJ E-NEWS LETTER

Olimiladl Bgi> 5 goladl wlalllao dumwgo
Afghanistan Economic and Legal Studies Organization

1June 2015 AELSO (Afghanistan Economic and Legal Studies Organization) publications

report titled ‘Afghanistan 2015: The
Quest for National Unity’ has
highlighted ideas and
recommendations for maintaining
peace and stability in Afghanistan.

According to  ANI, the think-tank
attendees included researchers,
scholars and students, including former
external affairs minister Salman
Khurshid.

The participants called for
strengthening trade ties with
Afghanistan to promote economic
development of the country. They
stressed on the role of China and
Pakistan in mediating the peace
process in Afghanistan.

“What President Ghani’'s visit has
established is that the Indian role will
continue to be as important as it has
been in the past. With a new
government and new ministers in
Afghanistan, the relationship  would
improve in the next few months. ” ANI
quotes Dr. Radha Kumar, Director
General, Delhi Policy Group.

India has played a key role in the
rebuilding process of Afghanistan since
the oust of the Taliban in 2001. New
Delhi has granted over USD 2bn in aid
to Afghanistan over the past decade.

President Ashraf Ghani paid a state
visit to India from 27-29 April and met
with President Pranab MukherJee,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
senior members of the Indian Cabinet.

This was the first visit of President
Ghani to India after assuming the
Presidency in September 2014, which

continues the tradition of regular high-
level exchanges between the two
countries that has been established
since 2002.

Both leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to patiently and
systematically work towards

strengthening of the India Afghanistan
Strategic Partnership, with a clear focus
on the long term relationship between
the two countries. The two leaders
reviewed the progress made so far in
the implementation of all areas of
cooperation envisaged under the
strategic  partnership agreement, and
reaffrmed their commitment to the full
implementation of the strategic
partnership objectives through its
established implementation mechanism
of partnership council and its related
technical working groups. The Prime
Minister assured the President of
Afghanistan of India’s abiding support
for Afghanistan’s ongoing crucial
transitions-political, economic and
security, for the decade of 2015-24 and
beyond.

The two leaders agreed to sign the
following documents within three
months of the visit:

e Extradition Treaty between India
and Afghanistan

e Agreement on Transfer of
Sentenced Persons between India
and Afghanistan

e Mutual Legal Assistance  Treaty
(MLAT) in Criminal Matters

e Bilateral Treaty for Mutual Legal
Assistance in Civii and Commercial
Matters between India and
Afghanistan

e Motor Vehicles Agreement For The
Regulation Of Passenger, Personal
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And Cargo Vehicular Traffic
Between India and Afghanistan.

e MOU on Visa free entry for holders
of diplomatic passports.

Chabahar Port to be
operational by December 2016

India inked a deal with Iran for the
development of Chabahar Port earlier
this month and the port is expected to
be completed by December of next
year.

Work on the strategic port, which will
give sea-land access to Afghanistan
bypassing Pakistan, has already
begun, said India’s Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari.

‘Work has already begun on the
Chabahar port. There is a joint venture
of Kandla Port Trust (KPT) and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (INPT).
We will start port activities in a year or a
year-and-a-half,” Road Transport,
Highways and Shipping Minister
Gadkari told PTI in an interview.

Gadkari added that he had given orders
to bring out tenders for purchasing
cranes for the port and a draft
agreement would be signed within a
month.

According to India’s NDTV, the port will
be developed through a  special
purpose vehicle (SPV) which will invest
USD 85.21 million to convert the berths
into a container terminal and a multi-
purpose cargo terminal.

The port is connected to the city of
Zaranj in Afghanistan’s southwestern
province of Nimruz, which is 700km
from southeastern Iran.

Situated in southeastern Iran,
Chabahar port is about 1000km closer
to Afghanistan than the Karachi Port,
through which most of Afghanistan’s
exports and imports take place.

The port serves as the best alternative
to the Pakistan’'s Karachi Port where
export activities are constantly
interrupted by political restrictions and
high storage cost.

SAIL-led consortium pulls out
from $10.8bn
project

Afghan  mining

Led by the state-owned Steel Authority
of India Ltd (SAIL), the Afghan Iron and
Steel Consortium (AIFSCO) after years
of apprehension about the project has
pulled out from the project altogether.

According to The Financial Express, an
inter-ministerial group at its latest
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meeting concluded to scrap the USD
10bn steel, power and mining project
that was conceived in November 2011.

The Consortium had received three
high-grade iron ore mines, which was
meant to be the Dbiggest foreign
investment proposal by Indian firms.
The Consortium had planned to carry
out the project in phases including a
6.12mn ton steel plant, an 800 MW
power facility, create infrastructure for
mine development  and necessary
infrastructure at a cumulative
investment of a USD 10.8bn over 11-15
years.

Following some militant attacks
including the one on Indian consulate in
Herat and Spicedet plane at Kabul
airport, the Consortium decided to cut
down the investment plan by 75% to
just USD 2.9bn.

The members of the Consortium
started losing hope in the project after
years of delay and security concerns.

“The company does not want to park up
its funds in a far-flung project that is full
of uncertainty and already much
delayed,” the source quotes Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam, one of the members.

In addition to security issues in Kabul,
the Consortium also express concerns
about the absence of road connectivity
for import of plant and machinery and
for evacuation of the finished products.

Some have linked the decision of the
Consortium to President Ashraf Ghani’s
pro-Pakistan foreign policy.

Besides SAIL, other members of the
consortium include state-owned NMDC
and RINL and private sector steel
players — JSW, JSW Ispat, Jindal
Steel and Power, and Monnet Ispat and
Energy. SAIL has the maximum 20 per
cent stake in the venture, while NMDC
and RINL hold 18 per cent each.
Private players JSW  Steeland JSPL
hold 16 per cent each, while JSW Ispat
and Monnet have 8 per cent and 4 per
cent stakes respectively.

Afghanistan, India holds food

festivals in Kabul and Delhi

India and Afghanistan have historical
and cultural linkages since centuries
and the same gets reflected in the
cuisines of the two countries. As part of
cultural exchange, Indian Embassy in
Kabul and Afghan Embassy in Delhi
have jointly organized reciprocal food
festivals in Kabul and Delhi through
India-Afghanistan Foundation. A 10 day
food festival celebrating Afghani
cuisines started at ITC Maurya, New
Delhi on May 1 wherein four chefs from
Inter Continental Hotel, Kabul have
showcased delicacies of a wide variety
of Afghan food. The event generated a
lot of interest in Afghan cuisine in Delhi.

The Indian food festival is scheduled to
start at Inter Continental Hotel in Kabul
from 19 to 29 May. A team of four chefs
from ITC Maurya, New Delhi will be
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showcasing a variety of Indian cuisines
from their famous Dum Pukht
restaurant. The history of this legendary
cuisine cooked over long periods of
time is interesting, and this style
developed accidently in a period of
famine which ravaged the state of
Awadh, now Lucknow. Nawab Asaf -ud
— Daulah of Awadh decreed the
construction of a giant edifice, the ‘Bara
Imambara’ to keep population
employed. He also decreed that
arrangement be made to provide food
to the workers. Accordingly food was
cooked in enormous containers filled
with rice, meat, vegetables, spices etc.
and sealed with hot charcoal placed on
top and fires lit underneath for slow
cooking to ensure that food was
available day and night.

The culinary result was amazing as
when the vessels were unsealed the
aroma even attracted royal attention.
Thus originated the concept of ‘Dum
Pukht  cooking. ‘DUM’ means to
breathe and ‘PUKHT means to cook.
The food cooked in this style cooks and
breathes in its own natural juices which
enhances its aroma as well as its taste.

A delectable menu for all the days of
the ‘food festivall has been prepared by
the visiting chefs who are coming here
inspired by the Kabuli Chefs who
became popular in New Delhi.
Additional details of the menus and
availability and timings can be directly
ascertained from Hotel Intercontinental.

India and U.S. To Strengthen
Livelihoods of Over 3,000
Afghan Women

The U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) Acting
Administrator Alfonso Lenhardt
announced a new $1.5 million, three-
year award to the Indian Self Employed
Women's  Association  (SEWA), the
world’s largest women’s cooperative,
with  a membership exceeding 1.9
million. SEWA  will partner  with
government and civil society
stakeholders in Afghanistan and India
to train more than 3,000 Afghan women
across five provinces in vocational skills
including embroidery, garment
stitching, food processing and jewelry
making, as well as in leadership and
marketing.

Making the announcement during his
visit to SEWA'’s Hansiba store in New
Delhi this week, Acting Administrator
Lenhardt said, “The strategic
partnership among the U.S., Indian,

and Afghan governments is a
significant contribution to regional
stability and prosperity. The

empowerment of women and girls is
essential for sustained peace and
progress. By partnering with such an
immensely talented and committed
organization as SEWA, our three
governments are helping thousands of
Afghan women lead healthy and
productive lives.”

U.S. Ambassador to India Richard R.
Verma added, “A key goal of U.S.
collaboration with India is to harness
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the strengths and capabilities of both
countries to tackle development
challenges around the world. Our
partnership  with SEWA to benefit
Afghan women is a great example of
the expanding India-U.S. global
partnership.”

This new partnership builds on an
earlier effort in which SEWA, USAID,
and the Indian and Afghan
governments collaborated to improve
the economic and social condition of
150 Afghan women and their families.
The initiative helped triple the average
monthly income of the participants.

German-Afghan talks end in
success: “The wheels of time
must never turn back again”

T

This year's government negotiations on

development cooperation between
Germany and Afghanistan came to a
successful close in Berlin last week.
Both sides set new priorities for
reintegrating  Afghan  refugees and
providing care for internally displaced
persons.

German Development Minister Gerd
Miller stressed that even after the
withdrawal of a large part of the
international forces, security and
stability stil remain a fundamental

condition for the two countries to
cooperate. “We know that
reconstructing Afghanistan takes
patience and are willing to support the
country on this path. However, the
Afghan Government now bears the
main responsibility for the peaceful
future of the country. It is in its hands to
carry out much-needed reforms - for
better governance and to strengthen
the economy. And, above all, to create
jobs and prospects for the many young
people in the country who look to the
future full of hope, united in their will to
change their Country. They offer proof
that we cannot allow the wheels of time
to turn back again in Afghanistan.”

Germany has pledged a total of €165
million for the coming year. A further
pledge of €80 million is subject to the
Afghan government fulfiling specific
conditions. These funds will only flow
once reforms have been carried out in
fighting corruption and drug cultivation,
strengthening women’s rights,
promoting the economy and providing
safe  drinking water. Once these
reforms are achieved, Germany’s
commitment will add up to a total of
€245 million.

Development cooperation with
Afghanistan focuses on strengthening
democracy and rule of law, as well as
improving economic and social living
conditions for the Afghan population.
The aim of Afghan-German
development projects is to support
education and vocational training and
to improve the country’s energy and
water supply. Germany is Afghanistan’s
third largest bilateral donor after the
United States and Japan.
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Afghanistan and Germany start
new policy forum in Kabul

A new initiative started in the capital,
Kabul, to foster cooperation in the
governance sector between the
German and Afghan governments and

development  stakeholders. Designed
as a think- and do-tank, the
Governance Forum Afghanistan

“Govern4Afg” was launched by German
and Afghan partners to establish a joint
plattorm  for  policy  dialogue on
governance  topics in  Afghanistan.
Researchers and policy-makers from
both countries will provide input to
encourage talks and an understanding
between stakeholders aimed at
strengthening cooperation in
developing the governance sector.

Based on requests from partners
involved in Govern4Afg, Afghan-
German expert teams will together
develop policy papers on specific
research questions related to the needs
of Afghan-German cooperation in the
field of governance. Various events for
dialogues and exchanges will connect
stakeholders throughout the process
and lead to two annual high-level
Afghan-German symposiums in 2015
and 2016, with up to 100 senior
representatives taking part.

Mr. Gerhard Sippel, Deputy Country
Director of Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G12)
GmbH in Afghanistan started the
rounds of talks by stating, “Afghan-
German Cooperation considers good
governance a key priority, running
different projects with various partners.
Monday’s event 11 of May marks a new
period of coordination among all
stakeholders towards establishing good
governance in Afghanistan.”

Mr. Mir Ahmad Joyenda, deputy
director of Afghanistan Research and
Evaluation Unit (AREU) highlighted the
importance  of  this  Afghan-German
initiative,  saying  “The  Governance
Forum Afghanistan “Govern4Afg” was
launched by German and Afghan
partners to establish a platform for
policy dialogue on governance topics in
Afghanistan. It brings together Afghan
and German experts, practitioners,
academics and decision-makers to
jointly develop evidence-based policy
papers that promote dialogue between
Afghan and German policy-makers.”

The  Afghan  policy-making  entities
involved in the forum are the Ministry of
Finance, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of
Mines and Petroleum, Ministry of Rural
Rehabilitation and Development,
Independent Directorate of Local
Governance and the Independent
Administrative Reform and Civil Service
Commission. On the German side, the
German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
and all governance programs managed
by GlZ and KfW Development Bank are
involved in cooperating on policy topics.
More than 30 representatives of these
organisations participated in Sunday’s
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kick-off event on 10" of May and took
the opportunity to discuss a wide range
of topics relating to good governance.

should
educated

Education Ministry

seek return of
Afghan expats

Newly appointed Education  Minister
Farida Mohmand presented her 100-
day plan to President Ashraf Ghani.

Her plans include reforms in Kankur
examinations, improvement of higher
education, tackling red tape and
finalizing national gender research and
strategy policy.

According to a statement from the
Presidential Palace, President Ashraf
Ghani underlined the need for
establishment of a center to attract
highly education Afghans living outside
Afghanistan.

President Ghani said the Ministry
should seek return of these educated
Afghans to their country.

He also highlighted fair and transparent
provision of scholarship, better
conducting of Kankur examinations and
better way of recruitment of new
lecturers as major responsibilities of the
Education Ministry.

New operations & maintenance
manual for Afghanistan’s

infrastructure projects

Last week, heads of all provincial and
regional offices of the Independent
Administrative Reform and Civil Service
Commission (IARCSC) met at the Civil
Service Institute in Kabul to present
Afghanistan’s first manual for
operations & maintenance of small- to
medium-sized infrastructure projects.
The new manual can be used by
engineers and civil servants based in
line departments and responsible for
keeping measures running and
functional.

As the first manual of this kind small-
scale development projects, the new
publication marks a step forward with
technical specifications based on
standards developed in Afghanistan.
With these guidelines, the country’s line
departments and authorities will be in a
better position to manage and ensure
long-term  running of the  public
infrastructure, for example, gravel
roads and village schools, small
bridges and flood walls, basic clinics
and small hydropower projects.

The manual was developed with
support from the German government’s
program for regional capacity
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development, which  works together
with the IARCSC in the provinces
Balkh, Samangan, Baghlan, Kunduz,
Takhar and Badakhshan to train civil
servants and engineers in line
departments. After over a decade of
development in Afghanistan, with vast
investments in infrastructure from the
international community, local
authorites are now in charge of
operating and maintaining basic public
infrastructure facilities and installations.

Besides drafting the manual, the
Faizabad office of the IARCSC also
schooled civil servants in the new
guidelines over a period of six months.
Additionally, over 100 engineers from
line departments in Balkh, Samangan,
Baghlan, Kunduz and Takhar, have
instructed in the manual syllabus. At
the presentation for the new manual in
Kabul, the provincial heads were able
to exchange ideas based on their
experiences in the northern provinces.
The next steps will involve
incorporating the operations &
maintenance syllabus and guidelines in
the national IARCSC curriculum for civil
servants and line engineers.

As part of Germany’s cooperation with
Afghanistan, the Regional Capacity
Development (RCD) program is
financed by the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) and implemented
by Deutsche Gesellschaft far
Internationale  Zusammenarbeit  (GlZ)
GmbH. In six provinces in northern
Afghanistan — Badakhshan, Baghlan,
Balkh, Kunduz, Takhar and Samangan
- RCD supports its partners’
development priorities in the provinces,
districts and communities, while aiming

to increase Afghan ownership of the
development process, strengthening

state institutions and promoting
transparency and inclusiveness.

Afghan Mines Ministry
improving ability to manage

mining sector

At  Kabul's Dunya University, 24
employees from the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum embarked on eight
months of professional training, giving
them and the ministry the knowledge
and abilites they need to manage
extraction of  Afghanistan’s  mineral
assets properly.

The course is part of a range of
German government measures to
promote mineral governance in
Afghanistan. The cost of over AFN 5
million for the teaching was fully funded
by Germany.

To mark the start of the course, Mr
Ibrahim Azhar, Deputy Minister of the
MoMP, talked about the ministry’s
hopes for the students and urged them
to remain committed to the objectives
of the course.

‘I am confident our employees will put
all their energy into learning as much
as they can. We need to manage our
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mineral resources in the most beneficial
manner for Afghanistan — for our
country’s future. Courses like this will
help our employees by giving them a

foundation to build the professional
skills they need for their posts,” said Mr.
Azhar.

The syllabus includes courses in
leadership and personnel management,
including strategic planning and
decision-making based on innovative
business practices. In terms  of
operations, the MoMP employees will
also take courses on business plan

writing and development,
planning, proposal development
structured report writing.

budget
and

Funded by Germany’s Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), the program for
promoting mineral governance aims at
enabling the MoMP to perform its
supervisory role more effectively by.
The objective is to improve governance
in the sector through a more efficient

and transparent mining authority. An
important factor is to improve
employees’ management skills. The

training for these 24 MoMP employees
can therefore contribute to improving
the ministry’s ability to oversee the
mining sector.

Foreign companies to bid for
Afghanistan’s air traffic control

According to a statement released by
the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority
(ACAA), six foreign companies are
interested in bidding for Afghanistan’s
air traffic control.

The bids were discussed at a
consultative meeting in  Kabul where
representatives of  the companies

conferred on the conditions for the

contract.

The ACAA officials did not reveal the
names of the companies and said the
bidding process would continue for the
next 10 days.

The current contract for Afghanistan’s
air traffic control is with the United
States which is due to expire the end of
June.

Presently, over 300 planes fly over
Afghanistan’s airspace on a daily basis
and Afghan government charges USD
400 to USD 500 in tax per plane.

According to the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR), the US has spent over USD
500mn towards Afghanistan’s aviation
but no training has been provided to
Afghans in this area.
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The majority of Afghanistan’s airspace
is controlled by American professionals
as Afghans lack the capacity to control
their space.

Implementing the U.N.’s
Sustainable Development
Goals

Changes
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After fifteen years of nations pursuing

the  Millennium  Development  Goals
established by the United Nations,
representatives of the member states,

along with experts and private citizens,
have defined Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) to help set the course for
the next fifteen years.

All told seventeen goals have been
developed which together aim to end
poverty and hunger; ensure access to
health and education for all; achieve
gender equality as well as greater
equality between individuals and
nations; and protect the environment,
combat climate change and promote
sustainable growth.

One critical SDG involves the
strengthening of the means by which
nations can implement the overall
vision. Is there proven methodology
that member states can consider and
adopt in this regard, even as the
challenges and opportunities they face
are as diverse as humanity itself? We

suggest four specific factors that are
applicable in this case.

First, we know from decades of global
project development evaluations that
people’s participation from design to
evaluation is the primary factor in
determining whether sustainability — will
be achieved. In order to promote
effective  community participation, an
administrative system that is
decentralized will empower local
populations to make decisions and
assume responsibility for implementing
the social change they seek. Since
sustainable development is a reflection
of the extent to which people own their
particular development process, it
follows that institutionalizing local open
spaces so that people can come
together and build partnerships and
shared action plans is of paramount
importance in achieving the SDGs.

A fortuitous occurrence is that in global
terms decentralization is on the rise,
albeit for different reasons in different
countries. In a number of Arab Spring
nations, for example, the promotion of
human development and popular
empowerment is — rightfully — part of a

calculated attempt to avoid political
instability.

A second necessary measure at the
national level is capacity building
among stakeholders to advance
projects that achieve the SDGs.

Specifically, there is a critical role to be
performed by facilitators of local
community meetings and dialogue in
order to promote participation. Trained
facilitators help to ensure that all voices
are represented and heard. Further,
they are aware of pre-existing power
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relationships and how to engage with
these so as to guide a development
process in a manner that is broadly
based and just.

Third, it would be helpful if measures
for sustainable implementation were
described in culturally relative terms. In
many societies the enduring precepts
of people’s participation in communal
life leading to sustainable societies are

informed fundamentally by Islam.

Integrated Islamic and developmental
concepts include shura, itself the
practice of participation and
consultation; ummah is the global

integration of individuals and groups
with rights to solidarities and part of
humanity as a whole (decentralization);
baya in Islamic tradition holds leaders
accountable; and tawhidi society is one
that recognizes the indivisibility of
mankind.  Ensuring that participation
and decentralization are explained in
Islamic, rather than Waestern, terms
would allow Muslim people to see their
own outlook and values fully present
and incorporated in the steps needed to
implement the SDGs.

Developmental concepts are also
present in the Biblical story of
creation. “And God said, “Let us make
Man in our image, after our
likeness...”. What is meant by us?
Jewish Sages recording a tradition

dating back at least two thousand years
explain that God included the angels in
the decision to create humanity in order
avoid conflict between the angels and
humankind (by being part of the
decision, angels accepted the
outcome). God in effect created the
blueprint for consulting with  others
before embarking upon initiatives. Only

then did God create humankind who -
by virtue of being formed in the Divine
image — are enjoined to follow the
Divine example.

Finally, policy development embarked
upon by nations in order to achieve the
SDGs, occurs sustainably and most
suitably as local participatory processes
unfold and light is shed naturally upon
policy opportunities that promote
sustainable development. People’s
participation in a sense tests the social
system. In this way for example,
restrictions to the growth of civil society

are clarified and the necessary roles
that could be played by public
agencies, in order to bring to fruition
projects determined by local

communities, may be defined in greater
detail. In sum, the most effective policy
development emerges from lessons
gained from the experience of
community participation in
development.

In the same way as laws and policies to
advance the human condition, the
SDGs find their efficacy only in their
processes of implementation. Indeed,
in development and social processes
generally, the means are the ends (or
at least they determine them to a large

extent). While there are no absolute
preconditions to  sustainable  human
development there are undoubtedly
conditions conducive to such
development. Enabling local
communities to plan and implement
their future in an empowering
decentralized environment is a recipe

for success on an historic scale in this
respect.
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By Dr. Yossef Ben-Meir Dr. Yossef
Ben-Meir is president of the High Atlas
Foundation.

President Ghani calls for
reforms in Ministry of Finance

President  Ashraf Ghani  highlighted
some major reforms in a meeting with
the newly appointed Finance Minister
Eklil Hakimi who presented his 100-day
plan in the Presidential Palace.

He directed the Finance  Ministry
authorities to work out a strategy which
could open doors for more foreign
direct investment and increase in
domestic revenue.

President Ghani called on the Finance
Ministry to  strengthen accountability
and tax payment system in the country
to steer the nation towards self-
sufficiency.

He further said that the Ministry should
focus on long-term project instead of
short-term and stressed the need for
transparent and clear financial policies.

Pakistan resumes work on 2nd
lane of Torkham-Jalalabad
Road

Pakistan has resumed work on the
construction of the 2nd lane of
Torkham-Jalalabad Road.

Construction work on the 2nd lane of
Torkham-Jalalabad road was
suspended since 2006 due to shortage
of funds.

The project was jointly inaugurated by
the acting governor of Nangarhar,
Muhammad Hanif Gardiwal, Deputy
Public Works Minister Noor Mangal and
FWO Director General Maj-Gen
Muhammad Afzal and Pakistan
Ambassador Syed Abrar Hussain, a
statement issued by the Embassy of
Pakistan in Kabul said.

Addressing the ceremony, Garidwal
thanked Pakistan for the project and
said the highway would  further
strengthen  ties between the two
neighboring countries.

The two nations had agreed to start
construction of the second lane during
President Ashraf Ghani’'s visit to
Islamabad in November.

In  January this year the Executive
Committee of National Economic
Council (Ecnec) approved construction
of 73.67-km-long additional
carriageway of Torkham-Jalalabad
Road.
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The project is being implemented at a
total cost of around 7bn Pakistani
Rupees, which will be fully borne by
Pakistan.

The 75-km long, two-lane additional
carriageway will be constructed along
the existing one which was completed
back in 2006 by the Frontier Works
Organization (FWO) of Pakistan.

According to a statement  from
Pakistan’s embassy in Kabul, the total
width of this road will now be expanded
to 146 meter into a four-lane
carriageway. The highway will include 7
bridges and 6 underpasses to ensure
smooth flow of traffic.

Afghanistan’s energy future — a
case of denial or ready for
revolution?

Afghanistan could produce more
energy than they need. That was the
conclusion of this week’s Media
Meeting in Mazar-e Sharif, hosted by
the Social Association of Journalists in
North  Afghanistan (SAJNA) together
with Afghan-German Cooperation. The
meeting was on coverage of renewable
energy in the Afghan press and
concluded with journalists and energy
experts agreeing that Afghanistan has
great potential for energy production
based on its natural resources. Sunlight

and water could help the country not
only become energy-independent but
could also turn it into a major exporter
of energy for its neighbours.

Energy experts Mr. Zabihullah Akhtari,
Head of Technical Services at the
Balkh Governor's Office and Director of
Balkh Energy Working Group; Mr.
Sayed Abubakr Mahmoodi, General
Manager of Engineering & Planning at
DABS in Balkh and Farhad Emal,
expert on renewable energy from
Afghan-German Cooperation, gave
talks on the state of energy and access
to power in Afghanistan. Moderated by
journalist and presenter Ms. Niloofar
Langar, the media meeting also saw
Mr. Rahim Ibrahim, journalism teacher
and civil activist, talk about the potential
for expansion of cheap, reliable,
widespread and green energy
throughout the country. He also
mentioned possibilities of cooperation
between the energy sector and Afghan
media.

Sayed Abubakr Mahmoodi opened the
round of talks by saying, “Increasing
environmental concerns, along with the
mounting prices of oil and gas in global
markets, have pushed the world toward
renewable energies. There is a lesson
for us too, because we as human
beings are in the same boat”
Zabihullah Akhtari continued by stating,
“‘Balkh province, alone, pays around
US$ 1 million a month to Uzbekistan for
imported electricity. However,
according to a recent survey by an
international investment agency, Balkh
could be energy independent using
simple city garbage as fuel for biomass
plants. Can you imagine what the
situation would look like, if we utilized
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the 310 sunny days a year and install
hydropower!”

Farhad Emal explained what Germany
has done in terms of building
hydropower systems in remote areas of
Badakhshan, where there had never
been electricity before. “In the evening
of the same day, a pregnant woman
gave birth to her child in the small
clinic, under the very first electric lights.
The baby was a girl and her mother
named her ‘Roshany’ (meaning Light in
Dari). | could see the shine of hope in
the eyes of all villagers.” Rahim Ibrahim
touched upon successful cases of
renewable energy in Afghanistan and
how it is often unreported. He said, “A
big issue in conservative societies like
many parts of our country is that people
persist against changes and new ways
of life. Since electricity can totally
transform their lives, they are doubtful
about it. Media should launch
awareness campaigns and spread a
new electricity-friendly culture.”

The panel of speakers also had the
chance to answer questions from over
50 representatives from various
national and local TV, radio and
newspaper outlets. Asked about the
government’s future plans for
renewable energy, Zabihullah Akhtari
underlined the importance of private
sector investment in the energy sector
and the need of cooperation with
media, to allow for a “revolution”.

Journalists also asked Farhad Emal
about the biggest German Cooperation
achievement in renewable energy for
Afghanistan. He concluded, “Probably
the biggest achievement is a national
comprehensive strategic policy together

with the Ministry of Energy and Water.
It has paved the way for investments in
renewable energies, which ensures
long-term development.”

Media Meetings 2014 - Afghan Media
for Social Responsibility — are a series
of regular events bring together a panel
of experts from the government and
public sector, civil society, development
cooperation and the media, to discuss
important development issues with the
press.

Afghanistan to build its first
ever power plant

Afghanistan is going to have its first
ever power plant that is set to be built in
Mazar-e-Sharif, capital of  northern
Balkh province.

Costing USD 75mn, the power plant is
expected to be capable of generating
50 megawatts of electricity.

The project plans have emerged from
an agreement signed between the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum,
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Energy
and Water and Da  Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat (DABS) and
Ghazanfar Group.
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Addressing  the  signing  ceremony,
Deputy Minister of Mines and
Petroleum Abdul Qudoos Hamidi

assured that his Ministry would support
investors to take more such initiatives
and help boost the country’s industrial
sector.

DABS CEO Abdul Razique Samadi
also hailed the project and regarded it
as a major milestone for Afghanistan.

“The power plant can help meet the
energy needs of residential areas and
the industrial sector,” said Mr. Samadi.

This project is a pioneer in energy
production inside Afghanistan. Despite
the availability of many resources,

Afghanistan still imports majority of its
energy from abroad.

Afghan

government focuses

on construction of
hydroelectric dams

The National
looks to

Unity Government (NUG)
domestic sources of

Afghanistan to achieve power
sustainability.

Economy Minister Abdul Sattar Murrad
said the government plans construct

hydroelectric dams around the country

to expand power generation inside the
country.

Currently, Afghanistan imports
electricity from neighboring countries at
a cost of USD 200mn on an annual
basis.

Afghanistan is capable of
23,000 megawatts of
domestic sources.

generating
electricity from

The nation
of electricity.

requires 25,000 megawatts

According to Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS) officials, Afghanistan
would be able to meet its electricity
demands as well as export electricity
abroad by construction of three new
hydroelectric dams.

Afghanistan’s
collection
computerized

revenue
system

Afghanistan’s Ministry of Finance (MoF)
computerized the system for revenue
collection of custom and revenue
departments by signing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
Afghanistan’s Central Bank, Da
Afghanistan Bank (DAB).
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The system was activated on Saturday
23 of May upon the signing of the MoU
between Mia Gul Magsood Sabit,
secretary of custom and revenue
departments, and Esa Khan Turab,
deputy director of DAB.

This comes after years of criticism
about the nation’s manual revenue
collection system that was marked with
massive graft and bureaucracy.

With the new system, the revenue
departments of the country are
connected with the Central Bank.

Najibullah  Wardak, director of the
custom and revenue department,
assured that MoF had plans various
new measures to enhance the
ministry’s activities.

Investors in Herat demand
security from the new governor
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A number of investors in western Herat
have called on the newly appointed
governor, Mohammad Asif Rahimi, to
improve law and order in the city.

This comes as investors are
transferring  their  investment abroad
due to poor security situation.

“Our number one demand from the new
governor is that he should bolster

security in the province to encourage
more  investment,” Pajhwok  Afghan
News quotes an investor, Toryalai
Ghausi.

Owed to its proximity to Iran, Herat is
one of the Dbusiness hubs of
Afghanistan

Governor Rahimi assured investors on
the first day of his work that security
was among his priorities.

USAID announces new $30
million Civilian Victim’s
Assistance contribution

The United States
International
announced a new $30 million program

Agency for
Development (USAID)
to provide immediate and tailored
support to victims of conflict.

The three-year Afghan Civilian
Assistance Program (ACAP) 1]
provides humanitarian assistance to
innocent civiians who have suffered
losses and injuries resulting from
ongoing insurgency or remnants of
conflict. This includes incidents
resulting from unexploded mines,
munitions and other hazards.

The program will be implemented by
the United Nations Mine Action Service




dugo gilalllae Baio ol solazil 5 olwilidl 5

5|
ILJJ E-NEWS LETTER

Slsladl Bgis> 5 golaisl Olalas dmwgo
Afghanistan Economic and Legal Studies Organization

1June 2015 AELSO (Afghanistan Economic and Legal Studies Organization) publications

in cooperation with the Mine Action
Coordination Centre for Afghanistan.
The Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs,
Martyrs, and Disabled and a network of
Afghan governmental and non-
governmental  organizations  will  be
engaged in the provision of victim
support.

The program’s main goals are to: 1)
provide immediate medical and other
non-monetary  assistance tailored to
meet victim’s needs; 2) train
government ministries and institutions
mandated to aid war victims to better
meet the needs of those affected by
conflict; and 3) enhance  public
awareness and advocacy efforts.

This is the third installment of ongoing
U.S. support for Victim's Assistance
since 2007. ACAP Il builds upon
mechanisms developed under  the
previous two initiatives, which have
supported more than 13,500 families
since their inception.

11 development projects

completed in Badghis Province

The National Solidarity Program (NSP)
of the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation
and Development (MRRD) completed
eleven development projects in a
number of communities related to Qala-
e-Naw, the center of Badghis province.

The projects are implemented at a cost
of AFN 13,700,000, with 10%
contribution from the local communities.

According to NSP Provincial Manager
in Badghis province, these
development projects include the
construction of safe water reservoirs,
protective walls, an irrigation canal,
culverts, social centers, gravelling of
rural roads and excavation of wells
equipped with hand pumps.

Approximately, 2,565 families in various
communities have been able to gain
access to essential services upon
completion of these projects.

Since its inception in Badghis province,
the NSP has disbursed AFN
1,437,013,020 for implementation of
more than 1,597 development projects
in different sectors including transport,
water and sanitation, irrigation, power,
livelihoods, education, etc.

Thousands of residents of Badghis
province have benefited from these
projects so far.
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