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Leonard P. Liggio, Executive Vice President of Academics at Atlas
Network, passed away October 14, 2014 at the age of 81.

Leonard’s career advancing liberty spanned seven
decades, during which time he served as the
President of the Mont Pelerin Society, the Philadel-
phia Society, and the Institute for Humane
Studies, where he later continued to serve as its
Distinguished Senior Scholar. He was a professor
at George Mason University, a visiting professor at
the Universidad Francisco Marroquin, a board
member of the Competitive Enterprise Institute,
and a Trustee of Liberty Fund.
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Afghanistan, Tapkistan discuss
INg economic ties

The two parties conferred
on issues related to trade
expansion and economic
cooperation between the
two nations, and consid-
ered focusing activities on
the development of small
and medium businesses.
Preparation for the next
Afghan economic exhibi-
tion was a key topic of the

meeting. The parties
decided to hold the next
exhibition in November of
this year in Dushanbe.
The 1st Afghan exhibition
was held in Dushanbe in
2009 where Afghan
producers were given the
opportunity to introduce
their products.
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In a meeting on Tuesday
1 october, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
of Afghanistan Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try (ACCI), Abdul Qadir
Bahman, met with
Chairman of Tajikistan’s
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (TCCI,
Sharif Said, to discuss
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President Ghani directives, and Ring
Road security and budget issues

President Ashraf Ghani
Ahmadzai has issued
directives on the completion
of the major ring road
project.

Addressing a meeting with
the businessmen, President
Ahmadzai directed the
authorities to complete the
ring road project in the next
nine months.

The Afghan Ministry of
Public Works (MoPW)
expressed concerns over
meeting the deadline for
completion of the Ring Road
project.

Deputy Minister of Public
Works, Ahmad Shah Wahid,
cited security and the budget
as the main challenges in
meeting the project’s
timeline.

Meanwhile, a number of
analysts urged the Ministry
to recruit professional
engineers in order to be able
to complete the project in
nine months.

The President promised to
clear all hurdles impeding
work on this mega project
that connects major cities of
Afghanistan.

Work on the project had
stopped after the contractor
escaped from Afghanistan
with USD \-ymn without
completing the project.
Officials in the Ministry of
Public Works of Afghanistan
have said the American-
Turkish firm was awarded
the construction of yyy
kilometer ring road from
western Herat province to
northern Faryab.
Afghanistan’s ring road is
part of the vv#.-km main
highway project connecting
\# provinces and major cities
like Kabul, Mazar, Herat,
Kandahar, Ghazni and
Jalalabad.

The ring road is the building
block of Afghanistan’s
economy, as it provides the
shortest distance for

transportation in the
country.
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Afghan economy
growth projected at

1.5% in 2014

Kandahar exports up to ¥-,.-- tons of

grapes this year.

According to the provin-
cial branch of the Afghani-
stan Chamber of
Commerce & Industries
(ACCI), up to ¥-,--- tons of
grapes have been exported
from southern Kandahar
this year.

ACCI official Eng. Abdul
Baqi Beena said grapes
worth USD Amn have been
exported to neighboring
countries, mainly Pakistan.
He linked the significant
increase in grape produc-
tion to expansion of
existing orchards and
creation of new gardens.
Beena cited unreliable
ground and air transporta

tion systems, high airfares

and lack of proper cooling
arrangements as the main
hurdles to the growth of
exports.

In the meantime, some
exports complained about
the border closures

inflicting heavy losses, as
their products go rotten.

f "’H!

Forelgn imports hurting Afghan women’s

business in Balkh

A number of businesswomen
in Balkh have complained
about the influx of imported
goods hurting their business.
According to the provincial
Women’s Affairs Depart-
ment, over \-,--- women run
industries in Balkh and have
active roles in business
activities.

However, the major hurdle to
their business growth is the
lack of proper markets for
their products.
Sub-standard, imported
goods have taken over the
market, as they appeal more
to the consumers for their
lower prices.

“Imported goods are of low
quality, but most people buy

them because their prices are
low. Our products are of high
quality but their rates are high
compared to the imported
goods, “Pajhwok Afghan
News (PAN) quotes Atifa
Quraish, a businesswoman in
Balkh.In the meantime,
Women’s Affairs Department
said efforts were being made
to resolve women’s problems
in the areas of business.
Department’s Director Rabia
Maryam said the Department
would assist women in the
areas of advertisement and
marketing.

She added workshops,
seminars and exhibitions have
previously been held for
businesswomen.
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Cmbral Nskn Trade Nmrwm ( CATF )
OCT 29% - 30™ 2014

Sponsored by large-scale
export oriented enterprises of
Central Asia, Trade
Networks, Transportation
Providers, Financial Institu-
tions and Initiator by the
USAID Regional Economic
Cooperation Project (REC),
CATF is an annual event
participated by representa-
tives of state bodies, interna-
tional organizations, associa-
tions and businesses from
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan
and Pakistan.
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fourth Central Asian Trade Forum
to be held in Almaty

This year delegation from
Latvia will also come to
CATF. The total number of
visitors is about ¥- - people.
The event is aimed at
facilitating export partner-
ship and cross-border trade
development as well as
overall recognition of the
Central Asian region in the
world.

The last CATF resulting in
signing of 8 memorandums
between:

. The Almaty
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and the Afghanistan

Investment Support Agency
. The Almaty Cham-
ber of Commerce and
Industry and the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Balkh Province

. The Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Sugd Oblast (Tajikistan) and
the Kabul Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

. The Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Sugd Oblast and The Cham-
ber of Commerce and
Industry of Rawalpandi State
(Pakistan)

. The Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Balkh Province and Women’s
Development Agency
(Tajikistan).

Business Matchmaking Conference #
b wim

Conf Links

&) Business Matchmaking Conference
“==—=-= to be held in Dubali.
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High energy biscuits being
produced in Nangarhar

country at free of costs.

Produced under the observation of WEP, the
biscuits contain s types of energy ingredients.
These biscuits used to be imported from India
previously.

The first of its kind in Afghanistan, a local
factory established in eastern Nangarhar
province produces energy biscuits to
victims of violence, natural disasters and
Internally Displaced People.

The factory produces the biscuits for the Having over ¥- employees, the factory is
UN World Food Program (WFP) which looking to expand and export products to
then distributes them to children across the other countries in the future.
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