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As trade relations are increasing
between Afghanistan and Iran, illegal
import of goods from Iran to
Afghanistan  has also increased,
according to Afghanistan Chambers
Federation (ACF). The volume of the
goods coming to Afghanistan through
smuggling from Iran and Pakistan is
equal to the level of the goods coming

legally and the trend severely damaging domestic produc’uon the ACF chief Khan

Jan Alokozai said. “Fifty percent of goods is imported legally and 50 percent
illegally, not only from Iran, but also from Pakistan. This trend puts severe
implications on our economy," Alokozai added. He said that illegal import of goods
from Iran has doubled following COVID19- outbreak. The Afghan Ministry of
Industry and Commerce said the government is taking proper measures to prevent
illegal import of goods. “We have discussed the issue with the Afghan Ministry of
Interior Affairs and officials at our borders and customs offices and also our
business community and Ministry of Finance. We are looking to ensure the
formation of a committee to prevent this as soon as possible,” said Nisar Ahmad
Ghoryani, nominee for the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. Earlier, a number of
businessmen and members of the Chamber of Industries and Mines raised concerns
about what they described as Iran's dumping policies in Afghanistan.
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Preparations for Geneva Conference Begin

Afghanistan and international partners in
Kabul
preparations for the 2020 Afghanistan
Conference, scheduled to take place
November 24-23 at the Palais des Nations
in Geneva, co-hosted by the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
(GolRA), Finland and the United Nations.
Launch attended by
representatives of more than 70 countries
and international organizations, as well as
civil society representatives either virtually

on Tuesday officially launched

event was

or physically at the Presidential Char Chinar
Palace in the Afghan capital. The 2020
Afghanistan  Conference is the last
pledging conference of the Transformation
Decade (24-2015), which aims to take the
and is
international

country towards self-reliance,
expected
community and Afghan commitments to
the and stability of
Afghanistan up to 2024, said a statement
by event organizers. The main conference

will take place on November 24, with side

to renew

development

events to discuss key challenges and HglE"

accomplishments for Afghanistan

occurring the day before. The acting
finance, Abdul  Hadi

minister  of

Arghandiwal, in his opening remarks said: 3

“The 2020 Afghanistan

presents a unique opportunity to work Fdfgs
together with a strong commitment to the =|EB

Conference #%

principles of aid effectiveness and mutual

accountability for improved
transparency, legitimacy, as well as
effectiveness.  Progress on  mutual

accountability is all the more important
and both the government as well as our
international  partners hold
themselves and each other accountable

must

for use of development resources and for
development Despite  many
problems, politicians and civil society
leaders maintain that Afghanistan has
achieved real progress since 2001
economic and social fields, as well as

results.”

in

with democratic institutions, governance
and human rights — especially that of
women, children and minorities. “The
process of preparing for the conference
us, as partners, an
opportunity to have a comprehensive
and detailed discussion on Afghanistan’s
past, present, and future development

has provided

trajectory.
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Lol Studies Organzation

More specifically, the conference will be
an opportunity to signal to the Afghan
people the international community’s
continued partnership with
Afghanistan,” President Ashraf Ghani
said In a recorded message. The
Conference will devise a second version
of the Afghanistan National Peace and
Development  Framework  (ANPDF-II)
which provides vision, strategy and plans
for development for the 25-2021 period
and is organized around the three pillars
of market-, state-, and peace-building. It
will form the foundation of a new aid
framework, said organizers.
“Preparations for the 2020 Afghanistan
Conference are well underway, in good
cooperation with our co-hosts the
Government of  Afghanistan  and
UNAMA. At this extraordinary time,it is
more important than ever that the
development partners continue

German ministry.

Germany to Provide
240€M to Afghanistan

The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
has committed to invest an overall amount of about AFN 21.3 billion (EUR 240
million) for financial and technical cooperation in 2020, said a statement from the

their strong support to the Afghan
people and ensure the long-term
development of the country on its path
to peace, prosperity and self-reliance,”
said Janne Taalas, Finland’s Special Envoy
to the 2020 Afghanistan Conference.
UNAMA's head of mission also spoke at
the event: "As critical peace talks
progress in Doha, the international
community recommits its stand with the
Afghan people to ending the war and
building a better future with stability,
sound governance and greater economic
opportunities,” said Deborah Lyons, the
UN Secretary-General’s Special
Representative for Afghanistan. More
than 70  countries, international
organizations and Afghan Government
officials, as well as civil society
representatives are expected to take part
in the conference, the UNAMA
statement said.

0/AELSO1 0 /AELSO2 @ WWW.AELSO.0rg

26




N

Further funding is being provided by the
German federal ministry directly to
non-governmental the
statement said. “Improving the lives of
Afghan men and women, boys and girls
is our joint goal. Together, we are seeking
to create jobs, fight hunger and poverty,
strengthen  Afghan and
build infrastructure.’
Cooperation between the two countries
will focus on peaceful and inclusive
societies,  training sustainable
growth  for  decent jobs,
responsibility for our planet in terms of
climate and energy. Said Martin Jaeger
State Secretary of BMZ. The assistance is
an addition to the German federal
foreign office’s EUR180 million for
stabilization projects and EUR19.4
million for humanitarian assistance in
2020. “Part of that was based on
conditions and that means that we asked
the Afghan government to continue their
fight against corruption to strengthening
human

organizations,

institutions,

and maintain

and
and

rights, to strengthening the
girls.” said

situation of women and

Henning Plate, Head of South and
Central Asian Division at BMZ German
Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development. With this new assistance,
Germany thus fulfilled its pledge at the
2016 Brussels Conference,
committed to provide up to EUR 430
million per year in overall civilian
assistance to Afghanistan, said the
statement. The Afghan government is
preparing for the Geneva
Conference to attract new commitments
from Germany and other donors for the

where it

next

continuation of assistance after 2020.
“We go full-handed the
conference and convince the participants

will to
to provide assistance to Afghanistan in
our current situation, where conflicts and
other challenges such as the Corona virus
have affected the country in a major
way," said Abdul Hadi Arghandiwal,
Acting Finance Minister. Germany is the
second biggest donor for development
in  Afghanistan.

and reconstruction




Govt: '%90' of
Pledges 1o Inftl
Donors

FUIflIIed

The Afghan government has fulfilled
‘almost 90 percent' of its commitments
made to international partners in order

to secure continued assistance, the

acting minister of finance, Abdul Hadi
Arghandiwal, said on  Saturday.
Arghandiwal  said  the  Afghan

government is confident it will convince
the international community in the
upcoming Geneva
Afghanistan to continue its assistance
to Afghanistan. “We will go to the
conference with accomplishments and
convince members of the
conference to continue supporting
Afghanistan, in view of the current
circumstances,” said Arghandiwal. But
members of Afghan parliament and the
private sector have said that the
government has not managed to act
upon its stated policies in terms of
facilitating investments.

Conference on

we will

reducing corruption and increasing
national revenues.”The Afghan
government failed to take advantage of
the assistance over the past several

years, it also failed to fulfill the
commitments it made to the
international community,” said Sakhi

Ahmad Paiman, deputy head of the
Chamber of Commerce of Afghanistan.
“The commitments that are made by
the government officials have not been
implemented,” said Yousuf Mohmand,
an Afghan investor. The Government of
Afghanistan, Finland and the United
Nations are co-hosting the 2020
Afghanistan Conference on November
24-23 in Geneva. The 2020 Afghanistan
Conference is a milestone event in
journey peace,
prosperity and self-reliance.

Afghanistan’s to
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ADB Approves

110$M Grant to

Enhance Afghan Power Supply

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) on
Wednesday approved a 110$ million grant
to boost the power supply and strengthen
Afghanistan’s energy sector by improving
its  sustainability promoting
cross-border trade in energy, read an ADB
statement. According to the statement,
the project will help address Afghanistan’s
chronic power shortage by immediately
doubling the volume of power imports
and ensuring long-term cost-competitive
electricity supply. It will facilitate the
Afghan system’s first parallel
(synchronous) operation with the Uzbek
system and the Central Asia Power System
(CAPS). Once complete, the project will
provide improved access to customers and

and

facilitate 500,000 new connections to
households, entities,
industrial customers, said ADB. “Demand
for electricity is rapidly in
Afghanistan and is essential for the
country’s economic growth,” said ADB
Energy Specialist Nana Gurgenidze. “The
project will “help provide reliable and
affordable electricity to households and
businesses by strengthening the grid and
increasing power import capacity by 900
megawatts, with year-round firm energy
imports of 3,000 Gig watt/hours.”

commercial and

growing

Afghanistan relies on energy imports from
neighboring its
domestic demand. Despite significant
progress since 2002, only about %34 of
the  population
grid-connected electricity. According to
the report, the project will finance the
construction of 201 kilometers of a
-500kilovolt overhead transmission line

countries to meet

has access to

from the Surkhan substation in
Uzbekistan to the Khwaja-Alwan
substation in  Afghanistan—a  key

interconnection node to receive power
from  Tajikistan,  Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. It will also fund the expansion
line bay, including associated
at the Khwaja—Alwan
substation. The project will allow Uzbek
power into the Afghan grid under a

of a
equipment,

-10year power purchase and sales
agreement signed in August 2020 by the
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan

governments. Under the project, staff,
including female engineers at the national
power utility Da. Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS), will be trained to manage
cross-border power transfer and parallel
operations, including emergency
operation systems-with CAPS.



Kabul-Kunduz Flights
Resumed After 10 Years

Kunduz officials said Tuesday that civilian flights between Kabul and Kunduz have
resumed after ten years. According to the local officials, there will be two flights a
week from Kabul to Kunduz and vice versa. A number of Kunduz residents
welcome the resumption of domestic flights from Kabul to Kunduz and said that
due to dangerous land routes to the province, many of their problems will be
solved with the resumption of flights. Officials in Kunduz province say there will
also be international flights from Kunduz airport. “We are also trying to build a
field for pilgrims' flights so that Hajj pilgrims can travel from Kunduz to Jeddah,”
said Abdul Satar Mirzakwal, Kunduz governor. “Insecurity on land routes has been
dangerous for the people, and this isolated Kunduz province, so the start of flights
had to begin,” said Mohammad Qasim Wafai Zada, chief of the Civil Aviation
Authority. Meanwhile, a number of Kunduz residents welcomed the reopening of
flights between Kabul and Kunduz, saying that insecurity on land routes was a
major challenge. “The resumption of flights to Kunduz could solve the problems of
the people because this was a demand of the people of Kunduz,” said Mohammad
Zahir Musleh, a resident of Kunduz province. “Road insecurity has caused people to
be unwilling to go to Kabul by land, so resuming flights to Kunduz would solve
people's problems,” said Habiba Gulistani, another resident of Kunduz province.
Kunduz Airport was rebuilt around a year and a half ago, but a number of residents
of Kunduz province say that a number of facilities at the airport are incomplete and
there are problems.
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World Bank Approves | - -$M Grant
for Afghan Financial Sector

The World Bank Board of Executive Directors on Monday approved a 100$ million
grant "to help Afghanistan stabilize its financial sector and support small
enterprises as the country strives to spur its recovery from COVID19-," the
organization said in a press release. The source of the funding is the "International
Development  Association  the  Strengthening  Afghanistan’s  Financial
Intermediation (SAFI) project," said the statement, which "will enhance capacity of
Afghanistan’s central bank, Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), for financial system
regulation and supervision, including by strengthening deposit insurance, financial
infrastructure (e.g. public credit registry and collateral registry) and modernizing
DAB'’s information technology." The objective, according to the statement, is to
"strengthen financial system stability and facilitate financial intermediation." The
project is intended to "also help the Ministry of Finance facilitate access to finance
for micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), including women owned
and/or operated businesses, through risk-sharing, matching grants, and technical
assistance." "More than half of Afghanistan’s MSMEs are financially constrained
due to a weak economy, COVID19- lockdowns, insecurity, and the political
transition," said the World Bank statement. “As Afghanistan recovers from the
negative impacts of the COVID19- pandemic, strengthening its financial sector is
key to accelerating the recovery,” said Henry Kerali, World Bank Country Director
for Afghanistans ”
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Agriculture Ministry Launches
Commercial Farming Program

The Afghan Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation & Livestock on Monday said that it
plans to establish commercial farming programs by offering thousands of acres of
land to farmers who intend to raise cash crops. The Agriculture Ministry says that
the new program will help farmers to eventually increase their crops "tenfold."
Meanwhile, a number of farmers who previously raised cash crops said they
achieved positive results from the initiative. Nematullah Ghiyasi is a farmer in Kariz
Mir area of Kabul. He started commercially farming in the area three years ago and
attests to good harvests. “These fields started producing their first year, the yields
increased significantly in the second year, and on average every plot has the ability
to bring in 900,000 Afs,” said Ghiyasi.

Mahmoud is an Afghan farmer who has been commercially farming for the past 40
years. "It gives proper yields, this type of gardening is very beneficial, it provides
substantial crops,” said Mahmoud. “This year we plan to establish gardens on over
40,000 acres of land in the country, the main parts will be for commercial farming.
We are also trying to establish business gardens for figs and dates,” said Akbar
Rustami, a spokesman for the Ministry of Agriculture. Afghanistan, despite having
fertile lands and excellent fruit always imports fruits from other countries because
of the lack of facilities. Farmers said that the establishment of commercial farmland
will help to reduce imports and increase domestic production.
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ACF Predicts Significant Drop in
Afghanistan-Pakistan Trade

Trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan will significantly drop by the end of this
year due to various hurdles, including “extortion,” transit issues and recent closure
of crossing points between the two neighboring countries, according to
Afghanistan Chambers Federation (ACF). The institution has also predicted this
year's Afghanistan-Pakistan trade to be less than 1$ billion. “This year, our trade
relations with Pakistan have been affected massively compared to the past,” ACF
deputy chief Khan Jan Alokozai said. According to Alokozai, at least 900 trucks are
traveling to Pakistan and from there to Afghanistan daily while it was at least
2,000 last year.

“The trucks that are coming from Pakistan are not searched. Up to 200 vehicles
are entering Afghanistan from Pakistan per hour, but when the vehicles unload
and go back to Pakistan, it takes up to 40 minutes for them to enter Pakistan due
to security procedures (by Pakistani officials),” Alokozai said. The Ministry of
Industry and Commerce vowed to address the problems through talks with
Pakistani officials. “There is one road at Torkham crossing through which trucks
travel in turns,” said Jawad Dabir, head of public relations of the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce. Pakistan has been a key trade partner for Afghanistan in
recent years with an annual trade volume of around 2$ billion. This comes as
Pakistan"s special envoy for Afghanistan Mohammad Sadiq said in a tweet on
Friday that 19,000 multiple entry visas were issued to Afghans in the last five days.
This follows a trip of Abdullah Abdullah, head of the High Council for National
Reconciliation, to Pakistan. “The new visa regime for Afghan citizens is now
enforced. Under this regime long term multiple visas are being issued to all
categories of Afghan citizens including visitors, students, businessmen, investors
and patients,” Sadiq added.




First Domestic Goods Expo Held Since
Pandemic Restrictions Lifted

With COVID19- restrictions lifted, the first domestic products exhibition was held in
Kabul on Wednesday, with early 200 companies from 26 provinces exhibiting
various products. Exhibitors stated that due to political unrest and rising insecurity,
their working conditions have not yet returned to normal. “Corona was a big
challenge that fortunately passed, and this is the first exhibition held after the
widespread pandemic that women participated in as well,” said Shogofa Sadat, a
participant. “We have come here hoping to show what we have made and
produced, and it's great for our compatriots to favor and purchase them over
Pakistani and Chinese products,” stated Nazia, an expo participant. The spread of
the Corona virus caused financial losses to all private companies, some more than
others.”We lost two-and-a-half to three million Afghanis financially, and
unfortunately, the greatest loss our company suffered was Dr. Yaqoub Frootan, who
passed away due to the virus,” said Mohammad Naeem, an exhibitor. Along with
industrial products, there were handicrafts, medicinal plants, fresh and dried
products from various provinces displayed in the exhibition.”We have brought a
variety of medicinal plants from 28 districts of Badakhshan to this exhibition,” stated
Zamir, a participant. “We have brought five types of apples from Kalafgan district of
Takhar. All of them are %100 organic and natural, with no chemicals used in their
production process,” said Shikhullah Alyar, a participant. “This exhibition has been
organized with the name of our homeland, and we have introduced domestic
products in all booths,” said Sayam Pasarlai, the expo organizer.
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Onion Farmers Have High Yield, Lack Market

Farmers in the northern Afghan province of Sar-e-Pul on Monday asked the
government to help them find markets to sell their agricultural products. Currently
the farmers sell their products, particularly the onions, for less than the cost of
growing the crop. Farmers said this year there has been a significant rise in the
onion crop in the province. They also warned they would return to growing poppy
if the government does not find markets for their products. “There is a significant
Increase in crops, but there is no market, what should we do with all these
products,” said one farmer in Sar-e-Pul Gulbuddin. “The Ministry of Agriculture
should solve our problems, we do not have storage areas to keep the produce,”
said Obaidullah, a resident in Beshka village in Sar-e-Pul. “We travelled to Sar-e-Pul
several times, now we are in Kabul and want to assess the problems,” said Ghulam
Sakhi Attayee, a member of the Sar-e-Pul farmers union. The Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation & Livestock has said that the government will help the
farmers. “We are planning the establishment of storage areas in Sar-e-Pul, soon
they will be operational,” said Akbar Rustami, a spokesman for the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation & Livestock. Farmers in Sar-e-Pul are expected to harvest
more than 7,000 metric tons of onions this year. Farmers said that onions from
neighboring countries are still flooding into to Afghanistan despite the country’s
own sufficient onions.
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Joint economic commission planned
between Afghanistan and Iran

Afghanistan’s acting Foreign Minister Haneef Atmar said Sunday he held a
“valuable” virtual meeting with Iran’s Minister of Energy Reza Ardakanian on a
number of issues including that of permanent transmission of electricity to
Afghanistan. Atmar said they also discussed holding a joint economic commission,
opening the Khaf-Herat railway line, setting preferential tariffs on importing
electricity, custom tariffs, and expanding trade. “We are committed to
strengthening relations and expanding cooperation with our friendly and brotherly
country Iran,” Atmar tweeted. Iran’s Mehr news agency said the Iranian energy
minister emphasized his country’s support for cooperation with Afghanistan,
especially in the field of energy production and transmission. Last month, a
delegation from the Iranian ministry of energy traveled to Afghanistan to strengthen
relations and discuss joint ventures in the electricity sector. Afghanistan currently
imports electricity from neighboring Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
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A paper mill--reportedly the first in the country-- has begun operations in the
Pul-e-Charkhi industrial park in Kabul and has an initial production capacity of 120
metric tons a day, its owners at Bahir Factories claim. There is limited access to raw
material for the paper mill, so it fills the gap by collecting 15 to 20 metric tons of
wastepaper a day to recycle it in the mill, according to its officials. The factory
provides jobs for 200 people. “We get part of our required raw material from
wastepaper in streets and import the remaining part from abroad,” said Nawid
Hakim, head of Bahir Factories. “Our work is good. We call on the government to
provide the opportunities for more of such factories so that they overcome the
unemployment problem,” said Sebghatullah, a Wardak resident. The companies
and individuals who collect wastepaper for the factory say it has created a good
market for the wastepaper they collect every day. “We buy wastepaper for 3
Afghanis per kilogram and sell it for four to five Afghanis to the company,” said
Musa Khan, a worker. According to figures, Afghanistan uses over 10,000 tons of
paper annually and a big part of it is imported from other countries. Analysts said
such factories can prevent the flow of millions of dollars out of the country for the
purchase of paper.
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Afghan, Pakistani Officials
Agree to Address Trade Issues

.'-‘-'-"""Ir

Afghan and Pakistani officials at the Pakistan-Afghanistan Trade and Investment
Forum 2020 in Islamabad agreed to solve 16 out of 21 issues related to trade and
transit between two countries, officials said on Tuesday. “The remaining six issues
are related to APTTA (the Afghanistan—Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement). These six
issues will be assessed during the Pakistani commerce minister's trip to
Afghanistan," said Nisar Ahmad Ghoryani, the Afghan acting minister of industry
and commerce. The official added that Pakistan’s minister of commerce will soon
visit Afghanistan. The permission of the Afghan trucks through Wagah port as well
as issues related to the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement will also
discussed in the event, according to Afghan officials. The Afghan private sector
representatives, meanwhile, called on officials of the two countries to address their
problems. “The problems faced by Afghan businessmen in Pakistan should be
addressed. Also, our problems in crossing points and ports should be addressed,”
said Mohammad Yunus Mohmand, the deputy head of Chamber of Commerce and
Investment. The private sector representatives said Afghanistan has been seeking
alternatives for its trade with Pakistan in the region and that there is a need for
Pakistan to facilitate trade relations with Afghanistan. According to officials, the
two customs departments of Afghanistan and Pakistan agreed on a -28article
protocol on the electronic exchange of customs data aimed at boosting
cooperation between customs of the two countries. This comes as Afghanistan
Chambers Federation (ACF) said this month that trade between Afghanistan and
Pakistan will significantly drop by the end of this year due to various hurdles,
including “extortion,” transit issues and recent closure of crossing points between
the two neighboring countries. The institution has also predicted this year's
Afghanistan-Pakistan trade to be less than 1$ billion. ACF deputy chief Khan Jan
Alokozai said at least 900 trucks are traveling to Pakistan and from there to
Afghanistan daily while it was at least 2,000 last year.




Pylon Destroyed, %50 of Herat without Power

The Taliban on Wednesday destroyed an electricity pylon that brings power to
Herat province, the office of Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS) in Herat said
in a statement. The incident happened in Kalat-e-Ghazi village in Ghoryan district
on Wednesday night. The Taliban destroyed a pylon that imports electricity from
Iran to Herat, the report said. 50 percent of Herat's people don’t have electricity,
according to the statement. “When there is no longer a Taliban threat in the area
and the security forces are deployed, the engineers will go to the area to
re-connect the electricity,” the statement said. The local officials said that the

Taliban has previously destroyed these major electricity pylons.
Taliban has not commented on the incident yet.

However, the
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Team to Investigate Alleged
Cronyism at MoF, Customs

President Ashraf Ghani has appointed a probe team to investigate appointments at the
Ministry of Finance, according to a classified document seen by TOLOnews. According to
the document, the president has threatened to take charge of the Ministry of Finance
himself if answers are not provided about the allegations of irregular appointments at
money-generating entities including the Ministry of Finance. According to anti-corruption
organizations, the high posts at Customs and the Ministry of Finance weren’t advertised
through a proper vacancy announcement process for the candidates, and all those
individuals who have been appointed came on the direct order of President Ghani and
Finance Minister Abdul Hadi Arghandiwal. “The Afghan government has so far not shared
any clear program with the people for reform in these areas. The Afghan president should
prioritize bringing reforms to the Ministry of Finance instead of talking about a caretaker
for the ministry,” said Sayed Ekram Afzali, the head of Integrity Watch Afghanistan (IWA).
“Itis clear they have been assigned to the jobs through the private relationships they have.
There is a need for an investigation regarding this issue,” said Karim Atal, a member of
the Afghan parliament. Based on the document, a five-member team comprised of
members of the Independent Administration Reform and Civil Services Commission and
the Presidential Palace have been tasked with investigating the case. “We have not made
any appointments at the Ministry of Finance contrary to the law, therefore the Ministry of
Finance is fully prepared to cooperate in the investigation with any entity and
organization,” said Shamroz Khan Masjidi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Finance. “The
chiefs who were appointed by the reforms commission through a free competition, they
(MoF) officials have replaced them with others, they don’t have permission from the
president, advisers have been appointed over the chiefs, it means the chiefs are required
to report to the advisers,” said Maiwand Rouhani, Independent Joint Anti-Corruption
Monitoring Committee (MEC). Previous reports indicate that customs revenues dropped
10 billion Afs. However, the Ministry of Finance at the time said that the revenues
dropped because of a decrease in the level of imports. There is a perception that the
corruption dominating the institution is the main cause of the decline in the national

revenues.
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People 36,000 A Road Project in Takhar Benefits
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The reconstruction of a two-kilometer road in Talogan District of Takhar Province
kicked off on Saturday. Funded by the Afghan-German Cooperation’s Regional
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF), the project costs about AFN 109 million.
The reconstruction project starts at Pule-e-Jalat Village located five kilometers
from downtown Talogan along Kunduz-Takhar Highway and ends at
Nowabad-e-Pulegak Village. Representatives of the local administration and
Department of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (DRRD) attended the
event.The road connects the three districts of Chaal, Bangi, and Eshkamesh and
will benefit around 36,000 citizens living in its vicinity. Currently, residents in the
three districts face difficulties in transporting goods, agricultural products and
livestock to the city center due to poor road conditions. Access to public, private
and social services is constrained due to the dusty and sometimes muddy road
conditions. Upon completion, problems with dust pollution, caused by traffic
during dry seasons, and the muddy road in winter will be resolved. The project will
provide income opportunities to residents during the entire construction works. In
the long term, it will provide greater socio-economic benefits to the locals,
Improving living conditions through quicker access to social services such as
schools, health facilities, and markets, and it will help foster security and cultural
relations between villages. ‘This project will improve the living conditions of the
residents and significantly reduce the travel time between three districts and 20
villages. At the same time, the reconstructed road can be used as an alternative
for the Takhar-Kunduz main highway to prevent traffic jams,” said Sebghatullah
Nazari, provincial director of DRRD. During the reconstruction, RIDF will offer
‘on-the-job” training along with other training sessions for the DRRD engineers
and managers at the provincial level. They aim at developing the department’s
capacity to design, construct and maintain rural roads independently in the
future.
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Entrepreneur

of the Month
Nafas Gul Jami

Nafas Gul Jami is an entrepreneur and successful businesswoman in Herat. She has
trained hundreds of women in carpet weaving, embroidery and food processing.
Jami began her business with embroidery during the Taliban, and today she’s
become a well-known figure in the food, carpet and embroidery sectors. In an
exclusive interview with Radio Liberty, Jami said: “I have invested over 50,000% in
my business. | have employed over a 100 people in my business.” Jami has been
able to flourish her business in Herat markets which are dominated by men
business owners. Jami urged the government to provide business owners like her
with agricultural land to help them expand their business and to hire more women
to work in planting and harvesting in addition to processing and packaging of
foods. “If it weren’t for Ms. Jami, | wouldn’t have had a job. | am not allowed to
work alongside men” said one of Jami's staff members to Radio Liberty. Jami’s
company has provided working opportunity to women who face restrictions from
families and are not allowed to work in male-dominated companies. Jami is in the
search of expanding her business. She wishes to transfer her business to Herat's
industrial park. According to figures from Afghan Women Chamber of Commerce
(AWCCQ), over 1500 women own businesses in western Afghanistan, and over 150
of these women are members of the AWCC.
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