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The tailor says the masks are beneficial to the skin, and they are washable. A shop in the
western province of Herat has started producing masks from silk, as well as other materials, to
fight the outbreak of COVID-19, said the owner on Wednesday. Reka Sadat, owner of the shop,
said that he has switched from making clothes to making masks since the spread of the
coronavirus, adding that the "silk-made masks are superior to other fabrics." “We decided to
produce masks, and we changed from clothes production to mask production. We are
producing two types of masks. One of them is made of yarn, which is for us. Another of them is
made from silk, which is for the bazaar,” said Sadat. The shop owner said they have found
markets for silk masks, and have recruited more than 40 workers. “We have produced 3,000
masks and we send them to the customers. We have sent some pictures of the masks to
customers, they were very happy with that,” said Sadat. Along with the men in the workshop,
some women have also been working from their homes. “For the sake of the coronavirus we
produce silk-made masks of high quality to protect our people from the virus,” said
Mohammad Arif, a tailor. “These silk pieces are of high quality. We produce the masks and they
are cheap too,” said Mir Yaro, another tailor. The tailor says the masks are beneficial to the
skin, and they are washable.
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ing Up Turkmen Aid Truc

Turkmenistan sent six trucks of food for the people of Afghanistan eight days ago, according to
local officials. One week has passed and the Taliban has still has not allowed aid from
Turkmenistan to enter into Maimana city, capital of northern Faryab province, said Naqibullah
Fayeq, provincial governor. The Turkmen aid has been held up in Tagab district by the Taliban
for the past eight days, Fayeq said, adding that “It’s possible that this aid has become rotten
because of how long they have been in the sun," said Fayeq. “The aid is 35 metric tons of
tomatoes, 20 tons of vegetables, 20 tons of carrots, 8 tons of biscuits and chocolates, 12 tons
of non-alcohol drinks, and 1,618 boxes of eggs,” said Fayeq. “A day after the arrival of the aid,
it was expected that it would move to Maiamana for distribution to poor families, but the
Taliban has not let the trucks move,” he said. Farshid, a resident of Faryab, said "The aid is for
poor families," asking: “Why do you grab our rights?” “In Ramadan month, let the aid come to
the people and let it be distributed to poor families,” said Ehsan, another resident of Faryab.
TOLOnews tried to reach the Taliban for comment but did not succeed. The local official said
that because the people are suffering from the coronavirus outbreak in the country, “this aid is
very valuable for them.” Wahid Majroh, health ministry deputy, announced on Saturday that
in the past 24 hours 253 out of 520 samples tested positive for COVID-19, which brings the
total to 4,033. There here were 6 deaths and 29 recoveries reported in the past 24 hours,
Majroh said, adding that the total deaths are 115, total recoveries are 502. The number of
deaths from COVID-19 globally is more than 274,934, and 3,940,866 have been infected with
the virus, according to Johns Hopkins University.
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Milliens of Dellars of Alghen Infrastructure Destroyeed in Attacks

The Taliban have rejected any sort of
involvement in the destruction of power
pylons and roads in the Gereshk district of
Helmand. According to Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat (DABS), the nation’s main
power supply company, this year the
company has sustained 800 million afs
worth of damage by unknown attackers in
several regions of the country who
targeted power pylons and transmission
lines. “We are still trying to determine the
' exact amount of the loss, because we are

w il S : =™ Still working on a number of areas. The 800
million afs loss is the direct and indirect loss that we have suffered, because (along with
infrastructure damage) we have also suffered losses in the ability to sell the electricity,” said
Wahidullah Tawhidi, DABS spokesman. DABS said that four electricity pylons were targeted by
unknown gunmen over the past 40 days, eight employees of the company were wounded in
the attacks, and the Parwan electricity operations deputy head Sayed Murtaza was killed.
Based on DABSs numbers, the restoration of the pylons will require millions of afghanis. Along
with electric power, the scale of the damage to roads is also massive. According to the
Ministry of Transport, the Afghan government spent $33 million on the construction of a 31-
kilometer long road in the southern province of Helmand. It took four years to establish the
road, but it was destroyed in less than four months. “$33 million was spent on the project and
it was completed in 1398 (2018), but attacks by armed opponents have inflicted massive
damages to the road,” said Ali Sina Saa’ed, a spokesman for the Ministry of Transport. The
Taliban have rejected any sort of involvement in the destruction of power pylons and roads in
the Gereshk district of Helmand. A number of Kabul residents were interviewed by TOLOnews
and said that damaging national assets has no justification. “It's national assets--the
destruction of these assets is national treason. It is not of Islam,” said Khawja Sadruddin, a
resident in Kabul. “The final victim is the people. If someone targets the power pylons, what
will poor people do then? If bridges and culverts are destroyed it is the poor people who will
pay the price,” said Mohammad Yahya, a resident in Kabul. In the northern province of
Kunduz, unknown armed men cut down over 400 trees alongside the Kunduz-Khanabad
highway in northern Afghanistan. According to the Kunduz environmental department, there
are some rumors that the trees were cut down by the Taliban. But the Taliban so far has not
commented.
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Afghanistan to Resume Exports to Chinese, Indian Markets

The exports of pine nuts to
China halted two months ago
over the spread of coronavirus
in that country. Afghan pine
nuts exporters on Tuesday
said they plan to resume their
exports to the Chinese
markets through air corridor
starting on Tuesday with
exporting over 110 tons
(metric) of pine nuts to
Chinese markets. Meanwhile,
officials from the Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce and Investment (ACCI) have said that the export of other products will
be resumed soon through air corridor to the Indian markets. “Our exports are not limited only
to pine nuts and the Chinese markets, exports have also started for rest of the countries, this
week, we will have three to four flights to India, we will export dry fruits and hing (Asafoetid)
to the Indian markets,” said Sayed Zaman Hashemi, the head of ACCI. 96 tons of hing will be
exported to India in the first phase. The exports of pine nuts to China halted two months ago
over the spread of coronavirus in that country. “Trader made a lot of preparations for exports,
they had bought huge amounts of pine nuts, but they did not benefit from the harvest,” said
Zarim Khan, a member of Pine Nuts Exporters Union. “Pine nut traders have suffered major
losses over the past two months because the pine nuts stored by the traders have lost
weight,” said Sher Ali Zadran, a pine nuts exporter. In February, farmers and factory owners
had said they were waiting for more than 100 tons (metric) of pine nuts to be exported to
China. The Chamber of Commerce and Investments at the time admitted that flights to China
were suspended due to the spread of the coronavirus. According to companies exporting pine
nuts, one kilogram of pine nuts in a Chinese market will sell for up to 2,800 afghanis, and each
kilogram of cleaned pine nuts in these markets can earn up 7,000 Afghanis. The pine nut
export season starts every year in September and lasts for up to three months, but this year,
due to delays in exports to China, bulk pine nuts that were prepared to be exported to China
have remained in warehouses. Land routes are still closed for Afghan exports. This comes as
the season of fresh fruits and vegetables get closer in Afghanistan.
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Business Owners Protest Bribe-Taking by Kabul Police

. -

Over the past few weeks many police personnel have been accused of extortion. Dozens of
shopkeepers gathered in front of the Kabul governor's office on Monday and accused the
police of having a "double standard"” when it comes to the business activities of merchants and
shopkeepers, saying the police allow those shopkeepers who pay them money to stay open
despite the lockdown. They said that police allow some businesses to continue their work if
the businesses pay them. Footage received by TOLOnews shows dozens of grocery sellers in
Kabul’s main market carrying on like it is business as usual without considering the lockdown
rules. “These people who are lining up here are compelled to come out of their homes. They
say that there is a virus, but if the virus does not kill the people, hunger will kill them,” said
protester Gul Akbar. “The law needs to be applied equally to all, there shouldn’t be bribery,’
said Mirwais, a shopkeeper. “Several markets were doing business as usual in exchange for
money, but other (businessmen) perhaps do not have enough money to (to pay to police) to
open their shops,” said Emal, a shopkeeper. “The shopkeepers gathered in front of the Kabul
governor's office, then were asked to go to Darul Aman and meet the governor directly, and
we hardly managed to meet him,” said Mohammad Sarwar, a shopkeeper. Over the past few
weeks many police personnel have been accused of extortion. Acting Minister of Interior
Massoud Andarabi on Sunday told senators that 1,200 police personnel have been referred to
the Attorney General for corruption.
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SEO00M of Foreign Ald Pledged for COVID-19

But government institutions have so far not reported back on where the COVID-19 funds have
been spent or invested. The international community has so far promised over $600 million to
Afghanistan to help the country in its struggle against COVID-19. Of that amount, $100 million
was provided by the World Bank, 117 million euros was pledged by the EU, $50 million was
pledged by the Asian Development Bank, $35 million was promised by the US, and $220 million
in loans were granted by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Other countries such as China,
the United Arab Emirates, Iran and the Czech Republic also provided material aid-- in many
cases in the form of medical equipment--to the Afghan health system. Also, according to the
Ministry of Finance, the government has allocated Afs29 billion from the national budget to
flow into COVID-19 funds. But government institutions have so far not reported back on where
the COVID-19 funds have been spent or invested. “The Asian Development Bank approved a
grant for emergency assistance for supporting the government’s efforts in COVID-19. The grant
of $40 million will help in constructing new hospitals and wards for COVID-19 patients. It will
also help to supply medical equipment for these hospitals as well as for other medical centers
in the country,” Said Narendra Singru, the ADB Country Director for Afghanistan. “Besides the
coronavirus, the World Bank has committed to S$40 million which as part of an incentive
program for the year 2020. $200 million from that amount will be transferred this week,” said
Shamroz Khan Masjidi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Finance. “50 million euros have been
pledged by the European Union, and technical discussions are underway to see where we can
spend the money,” said Wahid Majroh, the deputy Minister of public health. While the Afghan
government insists on spending foreign funds it receives from the international donors through
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the government’s budget, there are serious concerns among experts about the government’s
capacity to invest the funds effectively and transparently in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic. Experts say that the government should avoid an approach that might induce
donors to not follow through on their financial commitments or to not make new
ones. According to experts, in light of the current circumstances, the Afghan government, like
other NGOs, does not have the capacity to ensure the timely and effective management and
investment of the funds. Experts also said that there are serious questions about the
government's ability to ensure the transparency of the aid's spending. “The government has
failed to create the capacity to spend the budget,” said Mahdi Rasekh, a member of
parliament. But the Presidential Palace insists that the coronavirus task force was already
operating under the chairmanship of First Vice President Amrullah Saleh, which is undertaking
efforts for improved management and spending. On May 2, The Ministry of Finance assured
the international community of accountability and transparency in the spending of the foreign
assistance aid given to the country to fight the coronavirus, citing the committee under the first
vice president tasked with funds-management. When the committee under Saleh was
announced, the Afghan government insisted that the aid should be spent through the
government budget instead of through NGOs. MPs Oppose Finance Ministry’s Bid for IMF Loan
The Finance Ministry spokesman says the plan for the loan will be resubmitted to the
parliament for approval. The Ministry of Finance stated that the lawmakers' rejection of their
request to apply for a $229 million loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is
regrettable, but said they will resend the proposal to the MPs. The MPs rejected the request on
Wednesday, saying the government has failed to provide a transparent plan for the spending of
such loans. “The reason behind the rejection of the request of the $229 million loan was that
the MPs were insisting that the government has not provided a transparent plan for investment
of the funds,” said Zalmay Noori, an MP. Some MPs, however, were not against the loan, saying
they are not opposed to such a move but they are seeking a clear mechanism through which
the funds will be spent. “This loan should have been approved because it was in favor of
Afghanistan. They were going to forgive 20% of it and 80% of it was supposed to be returned
after many years,” said Jawed Jaihoon, an MP. The Finance Ministry spokesman Shamroz Khan
Masjidi said the loan application was proposed to overcome the budget decrease and to better
address the COVID-19 challenge. “Meanwhile, we are working on how to review the loan plan
in order to get the parliament’s approval as it is a good opportunity for the government of
Afghanistan,” said Masjidi. Critics said that a lack of sources of income has pushed the
government to apply for loans. “I don’t think that getting a loan is a good idea. More reliance
should be made on international aid, and, meanwhile, efforts should be made to prevent waste
of the COVID-19 response fund,” said Qais Mohammadi, an analyst. This comes as international
donors have pledged over $500 million in aid to Afghanistan for the country's COVID-19
response.
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Farmers Struggle to Profit from a Banner Strawberry Harvest

One kilogram of strawberries sells for 100 afs locally, and farmers say that at least local markets
are now available. Farmers in the eastern province of Nangarhar are harvesting a massive yield
of strawberries, but they need more capacity to pack and rapidly transport the fruit--even to
local markets. And they also face the same obstacles as all Afghan farmers in reaching
international markets. One kilogram of strawberries sells for 100 afs locally, and farmers say
that at least local markets are now available. “This is the 16th year that | have grown
strawberries; there are markets for them now. The fields are also suitable here to grow berries.
In the past, we weren’t getting much money from this, but now one pack (1kg) is sold for 100
afs,” said Abdul Rahman, a farmer in the Khogyani district of Nangarhar. The farmers say this
year they have noted a significant yield increase. The farmers called on the Afghan government
to help the local farmers in the province reach other markets so the produce isn't
wasted. “Strawberries are very sensitive in their nature. We can develop production and
exports if there are good markets for it in world markets,” said Noor Rahman, a farmer in
Nangarhar. The government's agriculture department has confirmed that farmers are dealing
with problems in terms of packing and timely delivery of the products--even in the local
market. Previously, Afghanistan’s local markets were dominated by strawberries coming from
Iran and Pakistan; however, in recent years, Afghan farmers have taken an interest in growing
the berries and thus are trying to sell their products at a greater scale and to broader markets.
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Watechdog Questions Govt’s Anti-Corruption Policy at Customs

Integrity Watch Afghanistan
(IWA) on Wednesday
strongly  criticized  the
Afghan government’s anti-
corruption policy, saying
actions promised by the
Afghan government to curb
corruption have been vague
and there is a need for
transparency for efforts to
crack down on graft at
customs. The watchdog said
that even President Ashraf
Ghani’s promises regarding
the elimination of
corruption have not been
fulfilled. In reference to
recent reports of corruption
in money-generating institutions, the IWA said that the government’s incompetence regarding
the matter is very concerning. But, the Ministry of Finance (MoF) has defended the
government’s anti-corruption policy, saying there have been strong measures in place to fight
corruption at customs. “The Ministry of Finance has taken a series of measures for reforms at
customs and taxation-- systematic work was done regarding this matter and those individuals
who were accused of corruption were referred to the legal and judicial institutions,” said
Shamroz Khan Masjidi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Finance. “The president has persistently
acknowledged the corruption at customs, but no action was taken to resolve this issue,” said
Naser Taimoori, a researcher of Integrity Watch Afghanistan (IWA). “Corruption at
customs...has increased on daily basis, prior to this, they were asking for Afs20,000 to
Afs30,000 while processing a container, but now the amount has increased to Afs100,000 and
the money is being embezzled,” said Ahmad Shah, a businessman. “This creates problems--
there is a dire need to focus on corruption at customs, different circles are involved in it,” said
Mohammad Azim Mohseni, a member of parliament.
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Afghan Govt Lowers Customs Valuation of Gold

The High Economic Council has reduced the valuation of gold at customs from $25,000 to
$10,000 per 1kg of gold, to help control illegal smuggling and increase national revenues.
Afghan jewel sellers have said that the decision will help to control illegal smuggling of gold in
the country and improve the gold business. Afghanistan is one of the big importers of gold in
the region. “After the efforts of the High Economic Council, the taxed value of 1lkg gold was
reduced from $25,000 to $10,000 at customs. This will also help to reduce the entry of gold
from illegal ways and will increase government revenues,” said Hassan Sepahi, a gold importer.
“The decision will have a good impact on our businesses--in the past we were facing numerous
problems in the imports of gold, now that the valuation of gold has been reduced at customs,
this will help to control the problems,” said Zabiullah Habibi, a gold importer. However, there
are no exact figures about the amount of gold imported to Afghanistan, but jewelers say that
every year Afghanistan imports thousands of kilograms of gold.
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40 Percent of Factories Halt Operations as Business Declines

The Chamber of Mines and Commerce said on Sunday that 40 percent of factories across the
country have halted their activities due to a lack of raw material and lack of market demand.
Another 30 percent of factories are on the verge of stopping their activities, said the
organization. Factory owners called on the government to take action and help with the
situation. Abdul Wakil is a factory owner in Kabul who stopped his work three months ago. “We
have a pipe factory, but now we are in decline because of a lack of demand for construction
materials in the market,” said Abdul Wakil. According to the Chamber of Mines and Commerce,
only 30 percent of factories are operating in the country: those making or processing foodstuffs,
detergents and medicines. “There is a lack of raw material, bazaars and markets are closed.
There are also other problems which have had an impact on the situation in Afghanistan
following the quarantine. 40 to 50 percent of the factories have stopped working, 30 percent
have reduced activities by half. Many employees have lost their jobs,” said Sakhi Ahmad
Paiman, the deputy head of the Chamber of Mines and Commerce. “We couldn’t manage to
complete the establishment of the factories that we planned because of security threats,” said
Hamid Gardezi, a factory owner in Kabul. The government pledged to support the factory
owners in the past, but factory owners are waiting to see if the Afghan government can or will
do anything to deal with the current crisis. The Ministry of Commerce and Industries has not
commented.
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Afghan Gold, Gem Sales in Decline
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The gem and goldindustries in Afghanistan are facing hurdles despite gold prices soaring in
world markets, a jewelers' union said Saturday. Gems and gold sales have decreased by 60
percent over the past five years, but the industry has dramatically worsened in the past three
months, say the businesspeople. Just as the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted
businesses across the work because of lockdowns, in Afghanistan the government has also put
major cities in lockdown over the past two months and this has caused businesses to struggle to
stay afloat. “The business has declined to 30 or 40 percent,” said Farid, a gold seller in Kabul.
“Our businesses were hit hard after coronavirus spread in Afghanistan, said Abdul Mubin, a gold
seller in Kabul. Jewelers said that the decline in the local markets has also accompanied a
decline in imports of gold from other countries to Afghanistan. “If there is political stability--if
the people’s economy grows and they receive a good wage--then the people will take interest
and then we can import gold. If the people’s economic well-being is not good, then imports will
also decline,” said Zabiullah Habibi, head of the Kabul jewelers' union.
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Ghani Reverses Order to Enlarge Ministry

President Ashraf Ghani on
Sunday issued a decree to
suspend a previous order
to merge the Ministry of
Public Works, the Civil
Aviation Authority, the
Directorate of Railways,
and the Traffic
Department of  the
Ministry of Interior all
with the Ministry of
Transport. President
Ghani issued the original
decree a year ago. The
Ministry of Transport is
one of the ministries
which has been offered to
Abdullah Abdullah as part
of their recent political agreement. President Ashraf Ghani issued the decree reversing the
merger on Sunday-- the day he signed the political agreement with Abdullah Abdulah. Budget
limitations and the "current emergency situations" were mentioned as factors that led to the
suspension of the decree. “It is a political issue because there is the issue of power-sharing and
the president wants to secure the authority of some of the ministries that are expected to be
shared,” said Azim Kibrani, a member of parliament representing Herat.In the new decree, it
was stated that the decision to merge was aimed at improving good governance, financial
saving, and to prevent job interference. “The decree is against principles and the law -- the
budgets of these institutions should be brought to parliament to be voted on,” said MP Shafiga
Rasekh. “The institutions that are returned back to their original status as per decree of the
president--their previous codes exist in the national budget, therefore, their budget is
determined within the framework of the original codes, so there is no problem regarding this
issue,” said Shamroz Khan Masjidi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Finance. “There is
reshuffling on a daily basis, and new departments are created, they create a new ministry and
change the law,” said Sulaiman Momand, head of the transportation companies' coordination
council.
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Pakistan Waives Restrictions on Afghan Exports: ACCI

Pakistan has fully removed restrictions on imports of products from Afghanistan, officials of the
Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Investment (ACCI) said on Tuesday, as measures taken
to combat the COVID-19 pandemic have shut down commercial ties across the region. With this
announcement by Pakistan, Afghan businessmen will be able to export their products to
Pakistan six days a week through Torkham and Chaman crossing points. The move will also help
the Afghan business community expand the import and exports of other products beside
foodstuffs. “Pakistan has shown readiness to keep Torkham and Spin Boldak crossings open six
days a week for 24 hours; however, only on Saturdays will the crossings will be opened for
passengers,” said Sayed Zaman Hashemi, the CEO of ACCI. This comes as Afghanistan prepares
to harvest its fruits and the season for vegetables is also on the horizon. “This is very important
that Pakistan opens the route, air corridors have also their own benefits, but not as much as
this (land route), we hardly export two to three tons of product in one flight, but this is not
sufficient, Pakistan is our key exporter, 70 to 80 percent of our exports go to Pakistan,” said
Mohammad Farooq Ahmadi, the head of fresh fruit and vegetable exporters. “Afghanistan is in
a very sensitive situation; it needs to export its agricultural products, this problem needs to be
resolved to avoid further losses for our farmers and businessmen,” said economic analyst
Abdul Wase Haidari. Earlier last month Pakistan announced that it was resuming its exports to
Afghanistan. Last month, Pakistan announced that Torkham and Chaman crossings will remain
open five days a week for exports.




Central bank to run campaign promote Afghani in western provinces

The government has set to launch a campaign over the use of Afghani currency instead of
Iranian Rials in domestic transactions in western parts of the country.

Sharifullah Shagewal, a spokesman for the central bank of Afghanistan, Da Afghanistan Bank
said that the organization has set to boost the use of Afghani currency in local markets
Shagewal added that the replacing Iranian Rials with Afghani currency could gain Afghani value
against foreign currencies. According to reports, many provinces sharing borders with Iran use
Rials for transactions. It comes as the organization launched a campaign in the past one year
just to tell people not to use foreign currencies in Nangarhar, Laghman, Kunar, Paktia, Paktika,
Khost, Helmand, and Kandahar province, where public used to use Pakistani rupees in daily
transactions.

Now, the De Afghanistan Back added that so far, it succeeded to prevent billions of Pakistani
rupees from money circulation in the country. Meanwhile, the central bank of Afghanistan
urges the public to join the campaign by using Afghani currency instead of foreign currencies in
their daily businesses.
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Government to inplement 430 projects = Baghlan

The Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock said Sunday that the government has begun
implementing around 430 projects in Baghlan province to manage agricultural products. Officials
said that the projects include dozens of refrigeration systems, vegetable stocks, raisins storages,
and other accessories aimed to improve the agricultural earnings of Baghlan farmers.

The project will cost AFN202 million and will be funded by the Ministry of Agriculture as well as
10 percent of it will be contributed by people. According to reports, these fruit refrigeration
systems and vegetable stocks have a capacity of preserving 3,335 tons of agricultural products.
Meanwhile, farmers in Baghlan insisted on timely completion of the projects saying that most of
their agricultural products will stagnate in the lack of refrigeration systems. The projects could
provide job opportunities for 4,200 of the Baghlan residents during the implementation of these
projects.
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220 kV power transmission line to Kunar; contract signed

Afghanistan signed into a contract Saturday to enable a 220 kV power transmission line to
Kunar. Arg announced that a contract to transfer 220 kV of electricity from Nangarhar to Kunar
province was signed Saturday between Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat and Kalpataru Power
Transmission Ltd (KPTL). The 300 megawatts project will be completed at a cost of $29.9 million
in two years. Dawood Noorzai, head of Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat, said the project would
be completed on time.

Over 30,000 residential, industrial and commercial subscribers will benefit from the electricity,
he added. In addition, the line will lobby an electricity flow to Nuristan province as well. This
comes as the Taliban, for the first time, has called for better ties with India and has welcomed
India’s assistance to Afghanistan, Indian media reports say.
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