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ATRA Transfers 878 Million Afghanis to Ministry of Finance

NTRN

AFCHANISTAN TELECOM
RECULATORY AUTHORITY

Some lawmakers are concerned by
fund’s the lack of transparency. The
Afghanistan Telecom Regulatory
Authority (ATRA) has transferred 878
million afghanis ($11.3 M) from the
telecommunication development
fund to the Ministry of Finance,
officials from ATRA said on Friday.

These revenues come from a 2.5
percent tax on the net incomes of the
telecommunication company sales,
and have been transferred to the
Ministry of Finance into the “non-
optional” budget, said the officials.

“We have transferred the money to
the special account of the Ministry of
Finance; | requested that Ministry of

Finance spend the money through the national budget,” said Sayed Mohammad Anwari, advisor to ATRA’s chairman.

“Based on the request of ATRA, and the understanding between the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Communication and
ATRA, the income received from the telecommunication development fund will be transferred to the government account
and then it will be spent on certain projects including ATRA’s development projects,” said Ebadullah Darman, deputy

spokesman for the Ministry of Finance.
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ATRA officials meanwhile confirmed that they were not able to install 160 telecom pylons across the country from the
telecommunication development fund. Some lawmakers in Afghanistan’s parliament have said that the transfer of money
from the government institutions and banks to the Ministry of Finance is concerning.

“There is no transparent financial system that is accountable and can prove transparency,” said MP Abdul Qayoum Sajjadi.

This comes after lawmakers in Afghanistan’s parliament on Wednesday (December 6) agreed to form a commission to probe
the reports of alleged embezzlement from Code 91 and Code 92 —two emergencies funds--as well as the transfer of 15
billion afghanis from the Da Afghanistan Bank (Central Bank of Afghanistan) to the Ministry of Finance, and, finally, the lack
of transparency in the collection of 10 percent levies on telecom services.

Documents seen by on December 4 reveal that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court signed the transfer of 15 billion
afghanis from the Central Bank of Afghanistan to the Ministry of Finance on a verbal command from President Ashraf Ghani.

Based on the document, Da Afghanistan Bank transferred the amount to the Ministry of Finance before the financial year.

Sources at the time told that the issue of the money transfer from Da Afghanistan Bank was discussed at a meeting in the
presidential palace by the Minister of Finance, where the chairman of Da Afghanistan Bank, Wahidullah Nawsher requested
President Ashraf Ghani issue an order regarding the transaction.
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Importers Fixing High Gas Prices in Kabul

§| Sources said some import companies are working together and
setting prices for the imported gas.

The price of liquid gas has jumped to AFs90 (over $1.1) per
kilogram from Afs 45 (50 cents) in just a few weeks as the
weather gets colder.

The government gas distribution centers in the city are still
selling each kilogram of gas for Afs45, but the price in private
shops differ from one place in the city to another.

determined that the profit from one ton of liquid gas increased
by $140 in a day by raising the price from Afs66/ kg on Saturday,
January 11, to Afs70/ kg on Sunday, January 12. “The way is
closed. Vehicles will arrive in a week. The reservoirs are empty,” a local investor, Haji Baba said.

“The government has the capacity to sell the reserved gas (directly) to the traders so they deliver it to the market and
prevent a price hike,” another investor Basit said. Sources told that there are 14 gas importers who fix gas prices in the local
markets. “Some individuals--inside traders--are manipulating the prices in some cases,” said Ahmad Shah, deputy head of
the gas seller’s union. According to Kabul’s chamber of commerce and investment, the market is controlled by gas importers
but the prices are fixed by some “unknown” individuals. But an official within the fuel and gas authority told that the
department that has been formed to set prices for fuel and gas does not have a chairperson and has been established only
recently. “The government should pay attention to this matter and find out why the gas price in the free market is Afs90,
while the government gas is Afs45,”.
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“The price hike is unprecedented,” said Kazim, a Kabul resident.

Afghan Transit Trade Starts at Gwadar Port the Gwadar portin
Pakistan is part of China's Belt and Road Initiative.

China's embassy in Pakistan on Tuesday in a tweet said that |
Afghan transit trade has started at Gwadar Port. The first ship
full of containers reached Gwadar Port on Tuesday.

The containers will be loaded onto trucks for transport to
Afghanistan through the Pakistani border town of Chaman,
VOA reported.

Kabul traditionally has relied on Pakistani overland routes and §:
the two main southern seaports of Karachi and Port Qasim for
international trade, under a bilateral deal with Islamabad,
known as the Afghan Transit Trade Agreement (ATTA).

However, recent Chinese financial and construction efforts have activated the deep-water port of Gwadar, on the Arabian
Sea, which offers a much shorter overland link, particularly to southern regions of Afghanistan, for the rapid delivery of
goods.

The port is at the center of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which is building Pakistani roads, power plants,
economic zones and a major airport in Gwadar to improve connectivity between the two allied nations and the region in
general.

The massive project is hailed as the flagship of Beijing’s trillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative, which has brought about $30
billion to Pakistan in direct investment, soft loans and grants over the past six years.
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MPs Suspend Ministry Budget, Demand Firing of Minister

- =7 oI

reverse their decision on the
fired from his post.

The MPs said they will not ~ 4
budget until Mr. Ahmadi is

house of the Afghan parliament,
¥ budget for the Ministry of
over its “repeated refusal” by its
Ahmadi, to attend a briefing
The MPs also decided by a
the authorities of Mr. Ahmadi
starting from  Monday, saying the acting minister has
disgraced the parliament by ' \ refusing to accept their summons
call. Their decision on the L - budget, the MPs said, is
applicable until the acting minister is fired. "This situation
will have unpleasant consequences,” Wolesi Jirga Speaker Mir Rahman Rahmani said. All MPs present in the Monday session
voted in favor of the decision — to suspend the budget and the authorities of the acting minister of industry and commerce.
“He (Ajmal Ahmadi) is not respecting national interests. He does not have a bachelor’s degree while he has brought a
master’s degree document to us,” MP Khalid Assad said. “The decision on the budget should be certain so it is a lesson for
others, too,” MP Abdul Rauf Inami said. The parliament is assessing the budget for the next fiscal year. “From today on, we
do not recognize him (Ajmal Ahmadi) as a minister of (industry and) commerce. His signature on any contract will be
considered a crime,” Rahmani said.

The Wolesi Jirga, the lower
on Monday suspended the &8
Industry and Commerce
acting  minister, Ajmal
session in the lower house.
majority of votes to suspend

A spokesman for the Industry and Commerce Ministry said the officials have been responsive to the parliament. “They can
reject or approve the budget as a whole but (suspending) a part of the budget is not the authority of the parliament,” a
spokesman of the ministry said. Some MPs described the decision as the only option to deal with the inattention and
ignorance of the acting minister regarding the summons for him to attend the sessions of the lower house.
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Bakhtar Aviation Company Relaunches with New Aircraft

ACAA said that the Bakhtar aviation company will operate
domestically in Afghanistan.

The Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority (ACAA) said on
Wednesday that the Bakhtar aviation company--with four new
aircraft and a new license--will start work in Afghanistan.

¥
s S Baktar is a subsidiary of Ariana Airlines focused on domestic
travel. It will operate independent of Ariana.

The ACAA stated that based on President Ghani's instructions,
two small airplanes that China gave to Ghani will be given to
Bakhtar. These Dash-8 Q300 aircraft are prop-driven and can
hold between 30-40 passengers.

The National Procurement Authority (NPA) said they will pay the Bakhtar company more than $20 million in advance for
future services to the Defense Ministry for transport of Afghan forces in Afghanistan. This advance, according to the NPA,
will allow Bakhtar to buy two new aircraft.

Ramin Ayaz, head of the media section of the NPA, said: “Based on the plan, in the upcoming 1399 year, passengers from
our 230,000 employees in the Defense Ministry will be delivered by the company (Bakhtar) and will increase the income of
the company.” ACAA said that Bakhtar's aviation company will provide domestic flights.

Muslim Khuram, head of the Bakhtar company, said: “The company has been rebuilt again, and we will try to have flights to
provinces that are not easily connected by road to the country center.” Bakhtar was founded in 1967 and in 1985 the
company was absorbed Ariana Afghan Airlines. The newly launched airline is owned by Ariana, but is financially
independent, said airline spokespersons.
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Govt Bodies Dispute Value of 2019 Afghan Exports

The Ministry of Industry
and Commerce says last
year's exports reached S1
billion, but the NSIA
disputes this figure.

The National Statistics and
Information Authority
(NSIA) rejected a report by
the Ministry Industry and
Commerce that says
Afghanistan’s exports
jumped to S$1 billion in
20109.

An NSIA report shows that
exports for nine months of
2019--the full-year
assessment is not vyet
complete--were worth at
B |east S535 million.
Afghanistan’s main exports, according to officials, are fresh and dry fruits, vegetables, carpets and some semi-precious
stones. But the Ministry of Industry and Commerce publicly announced a different figure: “Afghanistan’s exports, for the
first time, reached S1 billion in 2019, and | congratulate the people and investors of Afghanistan,” said Samir Rasa, a
spokesman for the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, who addressed a press conference in Kabul on Thursday, Jan. 16.
“The initiatives by the Afghan government have been implemented by the Chamber of Trade and Investment, which has
sent Afghan goods to more than 40 countries through air corridors and by land routes,” said Sayed Zaman Hashemi, CEO of
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Chamber of Trade and Investment, who favored the government’s plans for boosting the country’s exports during the last
year.

His remarks come a day after the Wolesi Jirga, the lower house of the Afghan parliament, suspended the budget for the
Ministry of Industry and Commerce over the “repeated refusal”of its acting minister, Ajmal Ahmadi, to attend a briefing
session in the lower house (See story here).

Along with suspending the budget, the MPs decided by a majority of votes to suspend the authority of Mr. Ahmadi, as of
Monday, Jan. 13, saying the acting minister has disgraced the parliament by refusing to accept their summons call.

Ministry officials responded that Mr. Ahmadi could not attend the house session because he was feeling ill. Some MPs
dismiss this as an invalid excuse:

“The officials of the (industry and commerce) ministry who said that Mr. Ajmal Ahmadi has not attended the house
summoning because of illness, are telling a lie,” MP Ramazan Bashardost said.

Minister Ahmadi was summoned to the Wolesi Jirga to discuss the budget, but accusations also exist of inappropriate hiring
practices.

Answering critics of the ministry, the acting head of trade and transits agreements department of the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce, Murtaza Rahimi, said: “All appointments over the last year in the Ministry of Industry and Commerce have
been based on civil services law of Afghanistan.”
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India, Iran Should Expedite Chabahar Project

Iran's foreign minister says there is a need to connect Chabahar
with Afghanistan with railway.

Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Friday said
that India and Iran should work to expedite rail connectivity to
Afghanistan and procurement for the development of
Chabahar Port, a seaport in Iran.

One India News reports that Zarif said that India has good
relations with Iran and the US and can play a role in bringing
the two countries to the negotiating table. “Chabahar Port is
essential for Afghanistan and Central Asia,” Zarif said. “There
are several problems and we made several advances...One of
them is that our parliament has recently approved the
expansion of the free zone.” Late in December, Indian media reported that the United States had given written assurances
to India that it would help facilitate global banks funding the purchase of equipment worth $85 million to be established at
Chabahar Port in Iran. In November 2018, the US granted a waiver from the sanctions it has imposed on Iran for activities
related to the port. But Zarif on Friday said that the problem in the project's progress is that India has found difficulty
procuring the required equipment for the port, despite exemption from sanctions. “The other issue is connecting Chabahar
to Afghanistan and to Central Asia through rail. We need to complete the Chabahar-Zahedan rail network. We have the
infrastructure for that, but we need rails,” Zarif said. He noted that Iran is discussing this matter with India.

The Chabahar port is located in the Sistan-Baluchistan Province on Iran’s South-eastern coast (outside the Persian Gulf) and
is of strategic importance for the development of regional maritime transit traffic to Afghanistan and Central Asia.
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Avoiding Iran, Air Traffic Over Afghan Airspace Boosts Revenue

The civil aviation revenue has
increased by an average of $100,000
per day, officials said.

Mohammad Qasim Wafaeezada,
head of Afghanistan’s Civil Aviation
Authority, said Monday that with
the increase in flights crossing the
country’s airspace, civil aviation
revenue has increased by an
average of $100,000 per day.

Transit flights through Afghanistan
have been on the rise for the past
twelve days following the accidental
shoot-down of a Ukrainian aircraft
in Iran and the diversion of many
flights through Afghanistan.

Currently, more than 400 aircraft pass through Afghanistan’s airspace every day, according to aviation officials.

Zada said that even if the region's airspace returned to normal, a number of aviation companies would continue to use the
Afghan air space instead of other countries in the region.

The civil aviation authority at the moment earns $700 from every airline crossing the country's airspace.
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According to civil aviation officials, the authority has recently created two new routes into the country, which contribute
eight percent to the increase.

A tourism company union says the newly-increased revenue should be spent on improving aviation services and improving
the country's infrastructure and airports.

“Afghanistan’s airports do not meet standards, and this is a huge challenge. Companies interested in coming to Afghanistan
do not come due to the lack of standards-meeting airports,” said Massoud Bina, the union deputy.

However, officials at the civil aviation authority maintain that the main reason for the increased revenue is that various
aviation companies, and the International Air Transport Association (IATA), do in fact have faith in Afghanistan's aviation
capacity.

The head of the civil aviation authority said that with the new changes, the annual revenue of the country would increase
by more than $30 million per year. Over the past year, however, the aviation authority has failed to meet its revenue target.

The authority was supposed to generate Afs10 billion during the fiscal year but could raise only Afs7.2 billion.

In addition to its revenue from transit flights, the country's aviation authority generates revenue from other airfield services,
which include landing and parking fees, but still, 60% of the authority's revenues are gained from airspace fees.
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Health and education sectors have seen reductions of 16.1% |
and 4.9%, respectively.

The Kabul-based monitoring organization, Integrity Watch
Afghanistan, in a new report on the national budget, has found [§
that the required budget has not been allocated for two key
sectors -- education and health.

The report shows an overall increase in revenue and budget
execution, but also highlights that the immediate needs of the
people, including the many returnees and internally displaced
people, have not been reflected in the proposed budget.

The report claims that the allocated budgets for the important
sectors of health and education have decreased compared to the previous year's despite the government’s promise to
increase construction of schools. Nonetheless, the government has outperformed the previous government in terms of
budget execution and revenue collection: figures show a 9% increase in revenue and a 24% increase in budget execution.

“Despite increase in revenue and budget execution, the dire needs of the people have not been prioritized in the budget,”
said the head of IWA, Naser Timory. “Education and health sectors have particular problems, but the necessary budget has
not been allocated for their operation and maintenence."

In 2018, the government promised to build 6000 schools in two years, but now the government says that it will only be able
to build 800 schools by the spring of 2020.

The report also highlights the fact that the Afghan government has allocated only $1.20 for each returnee and internally
displaced person, a very small amount of money compared to the number of returnees, Timory added.
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In 2019, 1.2 million people either returned to Afghanistan or were displaced, the report says. The total proposed national
budget for 2020 is $5.76 billion, the report says, which notes that this figure constitutes 26% of the country’s estimated GDP
of $22.3 billion.

The operating and development budgets for the fiscal year 2020 are estimated at $3.9 billion and $1.9 billion, respectively.

The total estimated figure available for proposed expenditure is $5.6 billion, of which $2.8 billion (approx. 50%) is planned
to come from domestic sources, and the remaining $2.78 billion from external sources including concessional borrowing,
the report shows.

The proposed budget for the fiscal year 2020 shows an overall increase of 7.2% over the approved budget (at the start of
the financial year) for the fiscal year 2019. However, it is only approximately 1% more than the actual budget for the fiscal
year 2019 (end of the financial year).

Government spending for most sectors show increases, except for health and education which have seen reductions of
16.1% and 4.9%, respectively. In terms of the share of sectors in the total budget, defense, public order and safety, and
general public services have been allocated the highest budgetary amounts.

The report also contends that like the previous administration, the government has failed to keep the contingency code
below the 3% defined threshold.

It has allocated 202 billion Afghanis while it should not have exceeded 54 billion Afghanis.

Under President Karzai, the average budget allocated to the same code was 156 billion Afghanis, 119 more than the defined
threshold. Contingency Codes are not as transparent as other codes and thus are more prone to corruption. Additionally,
research shows that the Afghan budget deviates by as much as 60% after approval by the parliament.

The monitoring organization makes some suggestions in this report. Increase Public Participation Public participation has to
be significantly improved to reflect people’s views, needs and demands, the watchdog suggests, adding that this will also
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decrease the role of political actors, improve effectiveness and will help better implementation of projects through people’s
buy-in and ownership.

Invest in People Although the UN and donor agencies support returnees and IDPs, the Afghan government has to show that
it cares for its people who are displaced due to conflict or have returned to Afghanistan due to pressure abroad. Also, two
other areas of investing in people are education and health which need urgent attention, in particular the operation and
maintenance of schools and health facilities.

Making the Budget Accountable The amount given to contingency codes is much higher than what it should be. More
recently, even development projects were listed in the contingency codes.

This has to be changed immediately. Furthermore, relying on the Special Operations Unit and thereby marginalizing line
Ministries may have short term results but it undermines state-building, accountability, transparency, public confidence and
reform of institutions. Minimize Budget Deviation Research shows that the Afghan budget deviates by as much as 60% after
approval from parliament. The deviation should be substantially by decreasing the contingency codes, among others.

If there were a substantial decrease, the national budget would become a much more credible document.

Enhance Transparency and Oversight While oversight by the Supreme Audit Office increased to 67 out of 100 based on the
2017 Open Budget Survey, oversight by parliament remains low with 19 out of 100 in the formulation phase and 47 out of
100 in the execution phase of the budget process.

To combat corruption, the government should provide enough resources to the judiciary and to the oversight, regulatory
and anti-corruption agencies. Also access to reliable, timely and comprehensive budget documents remains a continuing
issue for civil society and media.
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TAPI Pipeline Project Faces More Delays in Afghanistan

7 . YD
N 4ol
AT )

o N

the government to focus on multi-billion projects

?1' Critics said there is a need for more attention by
. like TAPI.

Work on the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India (TAPI) gas pipeline project —a major regional
economic project - has faced another delay in its
construction inside  Afghanistan over a
postponement in land acquisition, among other
issues, according to local officials.

| Work on the project in Afghanistan began in
February 2018 and will include an 1,814-kilometer
gas pipeline intended to pass through Afghanistan
B to Pakistan and India, with at least 816 kilometers
| of the pipeline passing through Afghanistan.

The pipeline will pass through Herat, Farah, Nimroz, Helmand and Kandahar provinces in Afghanistan. In Afghanistan, the
TAPI pipeline will be constructed alongside the Kandahar—Herat Highway in western Afghanistan, and then via Quetta and
Multan in Pakistan.

The final destination of the pipeline will be the Indian town of Fazilka, near the border with Pakistan. The project will cost
over S8 billion. According to the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum, some required letters for the start of the project have
not been signed.

And according to the Natural Resources Monitoring Network, construction on the project will be delayed for another six
months. “There is a need for the approval of the law (on land acquisition) but there are delays because the MPs are busy in
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(discussing) former decrees by the president. | think it will take six months to pass this phase,” said Ibrahim Jafarai, member
of the Natural Resources Monitoring Network.

When the project’s agreement was signed in 2015, the work on Afghanistan’s part was scheduled for 2017. Last year, the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum said work on the project will begin at the beginning of 2020.

“We will sign four MoUs in the near future, and the host country’s (Turkmenistan's) MoU is important. After that, the
construction work of the project will begin in Afghanistan,” said Abdul Qadir Mutfi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum.

Critics said more government focus is required on projects like TAPI and should be prioritized, because they will have a
major impact on the country’s economy.

“The chances of the project failing might increase if there are alternatives for it,” said Qais Mohammadi, an economic
commentator. Afghanistan’s Share from TAPI Afghanistan is expected to earn more than $400 million USD in transit duties
annually from the project.

Afghanistan will annually get 500 million cubic meters of gas from the project in the first ten years.

The amount will increase to one billion cubic meters of gas in the following ten years and 1.5 billion cubic meters of gas in
the third 10 years after the completion of the project.
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Afghanistan Improves its Growth by an Estimated 2.9 Percent

‘i - Mﬂwm Domestic revenue collection reached a new high of 14.5
S T percent of GDP in 2019, up from 13.3 percent in 2018.

Afghanistan’s economy has grown by an estimated 2.9 percent
" in 2019, driven mainly by strong agricultural growth following
recovery from drought, but lingering political uncertainty
dampens private confidence and investment, the World Bank
reported on Wednesday.

“Growth picked up in Afghanistan in 2019. This is good news,
but insecurity and political uncertainty are holding back the
. : Afghan economy,” said Henry Kerali, World Bank Country
Dlrectorfor Afghanlstan “Afghanistan needs to ramp up the pace of reforms to generate faster growth necessary to improve
the living standards of its people and reduce poverty,” he said.

The report notes that as drought impacts further recede and private sector confidence improves following the anticipated
conclusion of the presidential election, growth is expected to accelerate to 3.3 percent in 2020.

Over the medium-term, "growth is projected to hover around 4 percent provided that the security situation does not further
deteriorate and that international aid support continues," the report said.
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But despite optimistic projections other serious threats exist in the future: "Growth prospects are subject to other significant
downside risks, including further political instability, unexpected cuts in foreign aid, and adverse regional developments,"

the report said. The report stated that tax revenue has increased with the GDP:

"Domestic revenue collection reached a new high of 14.5 percent of GDP in 2019, up from 13.3 percent in 2018, the World
Bank reported, citing "strong revenue performance" that reflected both "progress in establishing a robust tax system and
substantial one-off revenues, including transfers from the Da Afghanistan Bank."

The World Bank provides this analysis:

"The potential for much-faster growth exists but remains dependent on continued support from the international
community and the Afghan government’s commitment to pushing business environment and anti-corruption reforms," the
report says.

The World Bank suggests:

"To improve confidence in the short-term, the Development Update notes the need for Government to accelerate
improvements in business environment and anti-corruption reforms."
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Lack of Security Challenges Online Market in Kabul

Some workers of an online company were beaten and robbed by unknown men while delivering goods. Owners of online
companies in Kabul city said on Wednesday that the lack of security is causing serious problems in their work over the past

A L) & ' | 8 few months. Kabul city has online
| T Pl

services that transfer goods such as
{) : clothes, shoes, mobile phones, home
) appliances to different parts of the
city, some workers of the online
company hit and robbed by unknown
men on the way while delivering the
materials. Syed Ziauddin Hashimi,
owner of an online company said that
their selling has decreased by 50%.
" “The driving services has its own
problems. One of the problems is lack
. of security--there are more thieves now
who take our materials,” added
Hashimi. Mohammad Monib lbrahimi,
head of an online company, said his

=3 workers must reject some orders, or
invite buyers to pick up goods at a safer place. “We had cases in Qasaba, Arzan Qimat, in Qala-e-shanan... our workers
delivered materials to the areas, the worker was hit by unknown men, who took his motorcycle and money,” added Ibrahimi.
Meanwhile, Kabul police headquarters said last Saturday that they had arrested more than 50 persons charged with robbing
and murdering in Kabul city, however, the investors’ concerns have not decreased regarding the lack of security.

~ - A -

Based on statistics of Chamber of Commerce and Investment of Afghanistan, at least 30 cases of murder and kidnap of
investors have been registered with them since the past month.
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More Aid Needed, Not Less, After Peace Deal: World Bank's Kerali

Speaking, Kerali said that the bank has been working
to secure international financial aid for Afghanistan
during the peace negotiation talks and after.

World Bank’s Country Director for Afghanistan Henry
Kerali on Saturday said that Afghanistan will still need
funds from the international community even if there
is a peace deal in the country.

Speaking, Mr. Kerali said that the bank has been
working to secure international financial aid for
Afghanistan during the peace negotiation talks and
after. Meanwhile, a number of businessmen have said
that the private sector has a key role to play in
Afghanistan’s economic development, and have
suggested that the private sector should be represented in peace talks with the Taliban.

“...Any peace, we hope, would result in better financing, better support for Afghanistan. In our own estimation, Afghanistan
will need more support--not less-- if and when a peace deal is agreed,” said Kerali. “If the peace negotiation talks reach
some sort of conclusion which leads to the restoration of peace, the Ministry of Economy has worked on a draft plan named
Post-Peace Economy, in which all issues, such as poverty, unemployment and change in the lives of people, have been
defined,” said Mohammad Younus Salik, a spokesman for the Ministry of Economy. “When there is peace, it means we will
achieve economic reliance. Then the world will focus on Afghanistan, there will be international investors coming in the
country, our untouched economy--which also involves the mining sector-- will attract concentration and all will come to
invest in that,” said Mahboobullah Gardezi, an investor.
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