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Kabul kicks oftf implementation process of RECCA-VI : ”|| Ej"‘l“‘"l l l Ty v l‘
2016 ,Feb 01 | : "

Ministry of Foreign Affairs inaugurated the coordination and

1th Regional Economic Cooperation implementation process of the

2016 ,04-03 Conference for Afghanistan (RECCA-VI) held on September

in Kabul, in two sessions with the participation of deputy ministers,
.representatives from the economic sector, ambassadors and international organizations’ representatives in Kabul

The new stimulus established after the successful holding of RECCA-VI and the implementation of the RECCA projects”
depicts the beginning of a new chapter that contains Afghan government’s political will for the implementation of the
RECCA projects. RECCA-VI proved that the Afghan National entities have the capacity not only to successfully host

and manage a huge regional conference on its own, but also design economic projects and define the relations among the
region and the world, ” said Deputy Foreign Minister Dr. Naseer Ahmad Andisha, while appreciating the active role of
.the Ministries and relevant national entities in successful holding of the RECCA-VI

Dr. Andisha thanked regional countries and international organizations for their construction participation and said,
“RECCA-VI created a consensus among regional countries and international organizations regarding the implementation
Lapis Lazuli Corridor, Chabahar Port, Tri and Penta lateral ,] OOO of economic projects including TAPI, CASA
railways, dry ports, economic zones, and trade relations. This is one of the significant achievements of RECCA and the
“.performances of the countries and implantation of the RECCA projects have been intensifies

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has now placed the implementation of RECCA projects on top of its programs. The
Senior Ofhcials Meeting (SOM) in the implementation and coordination process of RECCA at regional level will take
place annually in the RECCA framework. The first Senior Official Meeting of RECCA is due to be held at the sideline of
.the Brussels Conference in October

and has been held every two years in New Delhi, 2005 RECCA was initiated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Islamabad, Istanbul, Dushanbe and Kabul, respectively. The RECCA-VII is due to be held in the capital city of

.201 7 Turkmenistan, Ashgabat, in

President Ghani establishes fund for women affected by

violence

2016 ,Feb 1

President Ashraf Ghani and First Lady Rula Ghani inaugurated a
fund to support women who are victims of violence in Afghanistan

.on Sunday

Organized by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the gathering was

attended by second-Vice President Mohammad Sarwar Danish, deputies to CEO Abdullah Abdullah, Ahmadzia Masood,
.cabinet members, activists of women’s rights and other high ranking government ofhicials

of 15 President Ghani contributed his assistance to the fund and announced that cabinet members had pledged to give
.their one month salary

.He emphasized that women are entitled to their legal and religious rights

First Lady Rola Ghani, Minister of Women’s Affairs Dilbar Nazari and women’s rights activists hailed the fund as an

.important step for supporting women victims of violence



407 Afghanistan exports through Karachi port down by
2016 ,Feb 03

According to the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries

(ACCI) officials, Afghanistan’s exports through Karachi port have
740 declined by
The officials have cited the political tensions between the two nations as the main reason behind the decline in exports

.and alleged that Pakistan’s authorities create obstacles for Afghan traders at the ports

»»

Politics and trade should not be mingled. The political issues between Afghanistan and Pakistan have affected our trade,

.said ACCI Deputy CEO Tawfiq Dawari

Some Afghan traders have been exporting their goods through Bandar Abbas port to other countries. Traveling through
.the Bandar Abbas port costs the traders more time and money

Traders urged the government to address the trade issue with Pakistan and claimed that their foods products had rotten at

Pakistan’s ports where they were stopped by the Pakistani authorities for unjustified reasons

140mn to Afghanistan’s housing sector$ Qatari prince pledges
2016 ,Feb 03

Qatari prince, Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah Al Thani, has pledged USD
140mn as non-refundable aid and capital for joint investment in
Afghanistan’s housing sector.

Two Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) were signed in this

regard between Sheikh Abdullah and Afghan Minister of Urban

Development Affairs of Afghanistan Syed Sadat Mansoor Naderi.
According to Minister Naderi, the first MoU consists of USD 40mn in non-refundable aid which would be spent
towards housing construction for the needy citizens of Afghanistan, in particularly for the children of the martyred.
Naderi said the second MoU worth USD 100mn would be utilized as a capital for joint investment in various projects,
including housing construction, commercial markets, hotels and other construction projects.He further added that

the MoUs would play a key role in job creation and attraction of aid and investment, in addition to addressing the
housing needs of Afghans. Two other MoUs were also signed between the Qatari prince and officials from the Ministry of
Agriculture Irrigation and Livestock and National Environmental Protection

Agency.

EU pledges 13.4$mn in aid to improve Afghan governance
04 Feb, 2016

The European Union has announced a new aid package worth USD

13.4mn (12.3mn Euros) aimed at supporting priorities of the Independent Directorate of Local Governance (IDLG).
The aid package would help support service delivery, accountability and clear functions and mandates of government
institutions.“The EU has signed a contribution agreement to the Local Governance project, Afghanistan (LoGo), with

the aim of improving the capacity of Provincial Governor Offices and Provincial Councils, improving revenue generation
at municipal level, strengthening the oversight capacity of the civil society and, assisting the Independent Directorate

of Local Governance (IDLG) in developing policies to improve local government accountability;” the office of the EU



Afghan Central Bank sells USD YYmn in the market
06 Feb, 2016

Afghanistan’s central bank, Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), has announced to
sell USD 12mn in the market on Saturday
DAB requested qualified dealers and commercial banks who already have

kept one million and five hundred thousand Afghanis as a guarantee with

the Bank to participate in the bidding for the sale of the US dollars.

Those dealers who have not paid the aforementioned guarantee amount to the central bank can pay it to the Bank a
day before the bidding starts and can participate in future bids. Partial settlements are not allowed by the Bank and the
bidders are required to submit their guarantee up front during the period specified by the Bank.

The central bank plans to continue injecting US dollar into the market in a bid to control the rising value of US dollar

against Afghani.

Agreement on Afghanistan-China railway construction to be

signed soon
07 Feb, 2016

China and Afghanistan would soon sign an agreement on the construction of
a railway connecting the two countries.

'The announcement was made by Chinese Ambassador Yao Jin in a meeting with President Ashraf Ghani at the
Presidential Palace on Friday.

Jin reaffirmed his country’s support to Afghanistan and said the relationship between the two nations would be
strengthened further.

“After the official visit of President Ghani to China, the political, economic and security relationship between the two
countries has further improved.” Jing added.

President Ghani praised China for their contribution to Afghanistan’s reconstruction and development and for their

role in peace talks with the Taliban.Four-nation talks aimed at ending Afghanistan’s - 1 Syear war concluded Saturday
with a call for direct negotiations between the government and the Taliban by the end of February, but recent battlefield
advances by the insurgents could make it hard to coax them to the table.A one-page statement released at the end of the
meeting, which was attended by representatives of Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and the United States, said a roadmap for

peace had been agreed upon. However it offered no details on what incentives the government might offer the Taliban.

IS smuggling timber in eastern Afghanistan
10 Feb, 2016

Afghan officials and tribal leaders in some parts of eastern

Afghanistan have claimed that the Islamic State are cutting trees

and smuggling timber to neighboring Pakistan.
Local residents have witnessed timber-loaded trucks being sent to Pakistan daily.

“Smuggling takes place ... in areas alongside the Durand Line,” Malak Hashem, a tribal elder in Naziyan, told Voice of
America (VoA), referring to the Afghan-Pakistan border.

Tribal leaders say the Afghan government is turning a blind eye to the smuggling, adds the source.

Meanwhile, the acting director of Nangarhar’s agriculture directorate said he has heard the reports, but says the tree

cutting continues only in one district.



Obama administration proposes Y,0$bn in aid for Afghanistan

10 Feb, 2016

The U.S. Secretary State, John Kerry, in his budgetary proposals
to the congress on Tuesday announced that USD 2,0bn would be
proposed in financial assistance for Afghanistan.

“Our proposal requests 2.5$ billion for programs that reinforce

Afghanistan’s security and development by maintaining the gains
of the last decade, supporting military training and assistance,
tackling corruption, countering the influence of extremists and terrorists, strengthening civil society, and supporting

health, education, economic growth, and good governance,” said Kerry.

The FY 2017 request is 2.4$ billion and 1,026 positions, an increase of 134.9% million above the FY 2016
Estimate. The increase largely reflects additional Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) funding to support
the remaining components of transition in Kabul, Afghanistan, to include security upgrades to enable the
Embassy compound to more safely accommodate the planned civilian presence that will remain after the
military transition.

In FY 2017, USAID will support Let Girls Learn programs in Afghanistan and augment other ongoing
investments that support the initiative. The Agency will also provide up to 35$% million for the Let Girls Learn
Challenge Fund which, along with other investments, will continue to leverage public-private partnerships, and
challenge organizations, governments, and private sector partners to commit resources to improve the lives of
adolescent girls worldwide.

The FY 2017 OCO request for Afghanistan continues transitioning to a more self-sustaining diplomatic mission,
focused on diplomatic engagement, public outreach, and empowering the Government of Afghanistan in its

ongoing efforts toward self-sustainment. Maintaining the development gains made over the last 13 years in
health, education, and gender remains a priority, while also continuing to partner with the Government of Afghanistan
in its ongoing efforts to bolster economic growth, strengthen the rule of law, and fight corruption. Mission Afghanistan
supports vital national security objectives, chief among them disruption of al-Qaida and its extremist allies and
empowerment of the government of Afghanistan as it takes the lead on management of security, economic, and political
transitions. The request for the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) provides for timely,

effective oversight of Afghanistan programs.

For Afghanistan, the 672.1$ million OCO request is 115.7$ million above the FY 2016 estimate.

Requested changes include:

e 10$ million for lifecycle replacement of equipment including armored vehicles, personnel tracker locators,
contingency communicator radio, sense and warn, and electronic countermeasures;

e 169 million towards projected increases in the static and movement security contract;

e 809% million to support aviation operations and maintenance and Camp Alvarado life support now funded from
Diplomatic Engagement; and

e 269 million for Camp Alvarado Static Guards, for a total requirement of 1¢$ million.

e 16.3$- million in offsetting reductions due to the closeout of field locations and other one-time FY Y+\1 costs.



Pakistan launches projects worth 500$mn in Afghanistan
12 Feb, 2016

Pakistan’s Minister for Planning, Development and Reform has

announced the launch of projects worth USD 500mn in Afghanistan.
Minister Ahsan Igbal said the projects covered various sectors including education, health and infrastructure.

According to Pakistan’s local media, Pakistani government has also offered 3,000 scholarships to Afghan students in
difterent universities.

Citing minister Igbal, the report adds that 100 Afghan students would study in the Lahore University of Management
Sciences.

The Pakistani officials made these remarks in his address to an Afghan delegation comprising academicians, lawmakers,
students and civil society members.

Igbal called for greater exchanges of scholars, artists, businessmen and others to boost relations between the nations.

“We have to start a new chapter in Pakistan-Afghanistan relations by focussing on social and economic dimensions of the
friendship,” said Igbal.

He also added that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor would play an important role in bringing people of the region
closer besides improving economy of the entire region.

“If an untoward incident happens in Afghanistan, Pakistan will be the first country to feel its heat and it will affect the rest

of the world later on,” he added.

ACCI warns of an economic recession hitting Afghanistan
13 Feb, 2016

The Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI)
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have warned of an economic recession hitting the nation as foreign
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investment continues to drop drastically. ' N Iu E*; a [

According to ACCI, investment level has declined by %Y1 this year.

Deputy head of ACCI, Khan Jan Alokozay, said insecurity and lack of

incentives for foreign investors have adversely affected investment in
the country.

“Foreign investors are hesitant to put their money in the market due to the fragile security situation. Domestic investors
are also faced with numerous challenges that prevent them from investing in the country,” said Alokozay.

A number of other factors including lack of proper economic plans, absence of investment supporting strategies and
failure of the government to provide incentives for foreign and domestic investors have resulted in the drop in investment.
Both ACCI and the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA) have warned the government that if the situation

persisted, Afghanistan would face a financial recession



Afghanistan, Pakistan discuss economic

cooperation
14 Feb, 2016

The new Afghan Ambassador Hazrat Omar Zakhilwal
discussed economic cooperation with Pakistan’s Finance

Minister Senator Ishaq Dar on Saturday.

Minister Dar welcomed Zakhilwal as the new ambassador

and discussed Pak-Afghan economic cooperation with particular emphasis on steps for promoting trade and developing
communication linkages. The Afghan envoy assured that Afghanistan would make out all efforts to strengthen bilateral
ties between the two neighboring countries.Ishaq Dar reiterated that Pakistan took great pride in relations with the
brotherly Islamic country and said there was a great availability of opportunity to take the bilateral trade to a new level.
He highlighted some of the projects that Pakistan have undertaken in Afghanistan as a goodwill gesture.Earlier it was
reported by Pakistan’s local media that Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform had announced the launch of
projects worth USD 500mn in Afghanistan.Minister Ahsan Igbal said the projects covered various sectors including
education, health and infrastructure.According to Pakistan’s local media, Pakistani government has also offered 3,000

scholarships to Afghan students in different universities.

New NGO to steer German supported Afghan-schools in Kabul
17 Feb, 2016

A new NGO, the Afghan Education for Excellence Organization (AEFEO),
will work to improve the quality of three schools funded by Germany
in Kabul: Jamhuriat, Amani and Aisha-e-Durani.The three educational

institutions have been granted a high level of independence in their

management. To make full use of this freedom, they decided to start an
NGO that will oversee and coordinate all three schools. AEFEO will provide consulting in the field of management.

The new NGO will help develop a strategy on how to offer all-day, year-round classes and lessons. It will design a
financial plan that will allow these educational facilities to become financially independent from donors in the long term.
Furthermore, AEFEO will oversee professional development of teachers and management staff.Besides these strategic
tasks, AEFEO will upgrade curricula for natural sciences and IT and set up a facility management system to ensure the
schools are well maintained. The NGO will also introduce an admission procedure that only allows high performing
students to enroll.

The NGO’s Board of Directors plays an important role, with Dr. Rangin Spanta, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
Dr. Sima Samar, Chairperson of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), as members.

At the inauguration of the NGO, Dr. Spanta pointed out that Germany is well-known for its reputation in the fields

of technology, engineering, philosophy and literature. He expects this expertise will be applied to the three German-
supported Afghan schools to transform them into model schools. He pledged to support AEFEO to the best of his
capabilities.

AEFEQ’s rules and regulations allows for an assembly of pupils’ parents to put forward ideas and suggestions together
with the Board of Directors to decide on how to make the three schools a model for others.

The AEFEO inauguration ceremony was attended by Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim Shinwari, Deputy Minister of Education,
and, Mr. Rahil Formuly, Deputy Ministry of TVET, the directors of the three schools and representatives of the German

government’s programme for strengthening German-supported schools.

The NGO is funded by the German Federal Foreign Office.



Japan commits Y0,1$m to preventing spread of preventable diseases in Afghanistan
17 Feb, 2016

The Government of Japan signed

A &

an agreement on Tuesday to donate
USD 15.6 million with the aim to
help eradicate polio and prevent the
spread of other vaccine-preventable
diseases in Afghanistan.

The funds will support efforts

by the UN children’s agency,

UNICEEF, to provide live-saving vaccines for polio eradication and for the routine expanded program
on immunization. These vaccines will be available for free at all health facilities and through polio
campaigns across the country.

Hiroshi Takahashi, Ambassador of Japan, and UNICEF Representative in Afghanistan, Akhil Iyer,
signed the 12 month agreement in the presence of Dr. Ferozuddin Feroz, Minister of Public Health.
It will be implemented in coordination with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Ambassador Hiroshi Takahashi said, “We believe that growth

of children in good health forms a foundation of the development of any country. Based on this
belief, the government of Japan has been the only donor in Afghanistan to support this project
continuously.”Thanking Japan on behalf of the Government and people of Afghanistan, Dr. Feroz
said, “Preventing epidemic diseases through vaccination is a cost-effective way to protect our children
against preventable illnesses. By vaccinating children regularly we can significantly reduce child
mortality in Afghanistan.”Receiving the grant, UNICEF Representative, Mr. Akhil Iyer, spoke of the
challenges that the funding will help to address.

“Provision of these vaccines will make a tremendous difference in our joint efforts to reduce infant
and child mortality in Afghanistan. While great progress has been made in recent years, this country
still has one of the highest infant mortality rates in the world, with one child in every ten dying
before their fifth birthday. Together, we are working to give every child the chance to grow up healthy
and reach their full potential,” said Iyer.

At the ceremony Chief Representative of JICA Afghanistan Ofhice, Eiichiro Cho, remarked, “It is
doubtless that 2016 marks the most important year for the Polio Eradication Initiative not only

in Afghanistan but also globally. JICA is committed to assisting the government’s effort toward
eradication of the disease together with other development partners.”

The grant by the Government of Japan will help to procure the following vaccines: BCG for the
prevention of Tuberculosis, Tetanus Toxoid to prevent Tetanus for about 2.5 million women of child
bearing age, OPV for polio, Measles, and Hep B for Hepatitis birth dose to reach 1.2 million children

under the age of one. In 2016 polio campaigns will aim to reach 9.1 million children under the age of



Afghanistan, Pakistan agree on transit trade test run
18 Feb, 2016 ISLAMABAD
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Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to organize a pilot run
of Afghan trucks from Torkham and Chaman up to Wagah.
According to Daily Times of Pakistan, the trucks will be
carrying Afghan exports to India and Pakistani trucks from
Torkham and Chaman will carry Pakistani exports to Sher

Khan Bandar (Tajikistan’s border).

The Afghan trucks will be allowed to carry Pakistani exports to Afghanistan on their return journey. Similarly, Pakistani
trucks will be allowed to carry Tajik and Central Asian export cargo on their return journey to Pakistan.

For the movement of trucks in the territory of the two countries, Afghan side had proposed finalizing the bilateral
transport agreement. Pakistan agreed to provide the draft agreement through diplomatic channels within one month.
The two sides reached to this agreement at the 1th two-day meeting of Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Coordination
Authority (APTTCA) in Islamabad.

They further decided to revise the light of the convention on the International Transport of Goods (TIR) to make the
accord more appropriate for facilitating transit trade facilities between the two neighboring countries.

The meeting was informed that Afghanistan would share a draft text of amended APTTA with Pakistan by March 10,
which would be deliberated in the Vth APTTCA meeting to be hosted by Afghanistan in the last week of March, Y+31.

A joint committee comprising of representatives from both the countries would also be constituted to discuss the issues
relating to visas, road permits and guarantees for the implementation of the TIR system in both countries and to address

future issues in this regard.

NUG plans to construct 21 dams to control Afghanistan’s waters

20 Feb, 2016

President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani announced

on Saturday that the National Unity Government
(NUG) plans to launch work on the construction of
2 1 water dams to control Afghanistan’s waters.

The announcement was made at the ¢th Annual

Extension Conference of the Ministry of

Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock.

The president said improving the agriculture sector
and controlling Afghanistan’s waters were among his administration’s priority programs.“Water is the main element for
development of agriculture, but not much has been done to manage our country’s water. Our main focus is on managing
our waters to protect our farms from floods,” said Ghani. He added that Afghanistan allowed its water to be used by other
countries without any payments.According to reports, billions of cubic meters of Afghanistan water flows into Iran and
Pakistan.

President Ghani assured that he would prevent land grabbing and return usurped lands back to the nation.

Four million acres of land reportedly remain usurped while thousands acres have been rescued from land grabbers.

The president called on the private sector to collaborate with the government in promoting Afghanistan agriculture.

He asked the participants to highlight problems facing the agriculture sector and provide suggestions for solutions.
Despite being an agricultural country, Afghanistan yearly imports agricultural materials worth USD ¢bn from foreign

countries.



Central bank injects 300$mn to stabilize Afghani currency
21 Feb, 2016

Print this article Font size +1 6-

The central bank, Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB),
has announced to inject USD -200USD 300

million into the market in a couple of weeks in
a bid stabilize the Afghani currency.

This comes as Afghani is continuing to lose its

value against foreign currencies in the market,
mainly the US dollar.

“We will put on sale USD -200USD 300mn in the market during the current month to prevent further drop in the
Afghani currency,” said DAB head Khalil Sedigq.

He added that the monetary policy of the central was on the “right track” and had no “role” in the decline of Afghani
value in the past one year.

He cited insecurity, economic challenges, political uncertainty, drawdown of foreign troops, closure of NGOs and poor
investments as the main reasons behind the deteriorating in Afghani currency.

According to Sediq, Afghani currency’s value is still stable compared to the currency values of other countries such as
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Brazil and Turkmenistan.

He assured that the bank regularly monitored circulation of money to keep it under control.

It is worth mentioning that the Afghani currency is currently valued at ©69.35 against the US dollar in Sarai Shahzada

market, the largest financial market in Kabul city...

Afghanistan owes 2.5%bn in loans from foreign countries
23 Feb, 2016

According to Afghan Ministry of Finance officials, Afghanistan
owes USD 2.5bn in loans from foreign countries and financial
firms during the past 14 years.

The loans were taken from Iran, the Czech Republic, the World

Bank, the Asian Development Bank and the Russian Federation

and are not due in 40 years.
Head of the treasury department Mohammad Aqa Kohistani said Afghanistan obtained USD 970mn in loans from the
Russian Federation.

He added that negotiations were underway with the Russian government and other loan providers to forgive the loans.

The loans were needed to complete some of the infrastructure projects in the country.
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