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Finance ministry collects 151 billion AFN in last year officials

The Ministry of Finance says that in the first quarter of the current fiscal year, they managed to collect 74 billion
Afghani and the budget has been set at 231 billion Afghani.

The leadership of the ministry said in its annual reporting meeting Tuesday, that all the systems of the ministry
have been reactivated, the decisive fight against administrative corruption has started and the sources of
income have been consolidated, adding that it has also paid back loans totaling 1.4 billion AFN to international
organizations. In the past year, the total amount of money collect was 151 billion AFN, officials said.“For the first
time in the country’s history, we have prepared a budget using domestic revenues, and in this budget
document, unnecessary expenses have been avoided and we have budgeted for some necessary construction
projects,” said Hedayatullah Badri, Finance Minister.

The ministry also said that compared to the first days of the establishment of the Islamic Emirate, revenue has
increased and the level of economic activities in the country has risen. The cases of a number of people who
have been arrested on charges of corruption in this ministry have been sent to judicial organs, the ministry said.

At the same time, to encourage investors and taxpayers, the ministry has waived tax offenses over the previous

years and reduced the tax rate of unions from 1.5 to 0.5 percent.
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Pakistan to import fruits and vegetables from Afghanistan

Pakistan is hoping to import fruits and vegetables from Afghanistan to help ease shortages caused by recent floods.
Officials have said the recent floods have destroyed farmlands in many areas and caused the price of fruits and
vegetables to increase across the country.

Pakistan’s commerce minister said the country’s government is close to signing an agreement to import vegetables
and other foodstuffs from Iran and Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s private sector however said that although they want to expand trade with Pakistan, their priority is to
take care of Afghanistan’s domestic needs.

Officials from the Afghanistan Chamber of Agriculture and Livestock said that Pakistan has reduced customs tariffs for
agricultural products which Afghanistan needs itself. Therefore, there is a need for the Ministry of Industry and Trade
to seriously monitor the export process so that Afghanistan does not face a shortage of vegetables and fruits.
Vegetable prices have tripled in some Pakistan cities.

At the same time, economic experts said that due to the recent floods in Afghanistan, people in the country will also

face food shortages.
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Afghanistan hopes to join CPEC

Afghan Minister of Commerce and Industry has said that Afghanistan should be included in the multibillion-dollar
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) infrastructure project.

“In talks we had with China, it was mentioned that we should be partner with China in the Belt and Road Initiative and
China-Pakistan-Economic Corridor and other programs that China has at the international level,” Nooruddin Azizi said in
an interview with China’s CGTN.

“As a good neighboring country, we hope that Afghanistan will also participate in these programs with the help of China.
If possible, we hope to connect Afghanistan with China through Pamir,” Azizi said.

He said that doing so will be crucial in strengthening the economy of both the countries.

The minister also expressed hope that Chinese companies will help extract minerals in Afghanistan, including Mes Aynak
copper.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 2013
toinvest in nearly 150 countries and international organizations. It seeks to rekindle ancient Silk Road trade routes linking
China with Europe and Africa

CPEC is a central part of the Belt and Road Initiative, under which Beijing has pledged over $60 billion for infrastructure

projects in Pakistan, much of it in the form of loans.
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Duty-free tomatoes and onions from Afghanistan,
Iran start arriving in Pakistan

A total of 530 trucks carrying tomatoes and onions have crossed the border at Torkham in the past four
days, after the Pakistan government recently agreed to waive customs duty on the produce from Afghan-
istan and Iran.

A customs official told Pakistan’s APP news agency, that in the last four days, 6,000 metric tons of
tomatoes were imported in 222 trucks and 9,000 metric tons of onions in 308 trucks were also imported.
This comes after the Pakistan government recently waived the duty on onion and tomato imports from
Afghanistan and Iran in order to provide Pakistanis with affordable vegetables following the catastrophic
floods in the country.

Pakistan has also moved to keep the border crossing open 24/7 so as to speed up the clearance process

for trucks.
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Officials dismiss concerns over shortage of coal during winter

Amid a rise in the level of coal exports, Afghan officials on Tuesday dismissed concerns that there will be
a shortage of coal on the local market for heating during the winter months.

“We assure the citizens that coal will be available in all cities at a very low price. They should not worry,”
said Esmatullah Burhan, a spokesman for the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum.

He warned that legal action will be taken against those who sell coal at a higher price.

Afghanistan exports about 10,000 tons of coal a day to Pakistan.

The price of coal has increased in Afghanistan in recent months.“The price of coal has doubled this year.
We want the government to reduce the prices. If the situation remains the same, people cannot buy it”
said Ezatullah, a Kabul resident.

A member of the Chamber of Industries and Mines suggested that there is also hoarding of coal.

“If the prices go up, people undoubtedly can't buy coal for heating. | think exports should be checked
and also the market should be seriously monitored and the government should crack down on hoard-
ing,” said Abdul Naseer Roshtia, a member of the Chamber of Industries and Mines.

Jawad Dabir, a spokesman for the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, said that the ministry monitors the

prices, not only in the capital, but also in provinces.
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IEA signs final agreement with UAE-based Company to run
Afghan airports

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan announced
Thursday it has signed the third and final
agreement for t=he running of Afghanistan’s
airports with GAAC Holding, which will include
air space control. The contract with the UAE
Company is for 10 years, Ghulam Jelani Popal,
deputy head of Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Transport and Civil Aviation said at a press
conference.

He said the IEA had already signed contracts with
GAAC over ground services and security. Ibrahim
Moarafi, the General Manager and Regional
Director of GAAC told reporters in Kabul that it
would encourage major international airlines to
return to Afghanistan.

“We also believe this is a significant

development as it will bring economic benefits
in terms of job creation., he said. Afghanistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar said at the event
that Afghanistan’s self-reliance and economic
development was the IEA’s priority, “and to
achieve this goal, two important contracts were
signed with GAAC Holding in the fields of ground
services and aviation security.”
“As a result, in addition to the collection of
revenue, job opportunities were provided to
many citizens,” said Mullah Baradar. He also said
this move would lead to the increase of
international flights to Afghanistan, which would
have positive effects on increasing trade and
transit. “With the signing of this agreement, basic
steps will be taken to standardize important
parts of the airport, train experts, ensure flight
safety and collect revenue,” said Mullah
Hamidullah Akhundzada, Ministry of
Transportation and Aviation.

Afghanistan Economic Outlook

Morafi, from GAAC said: “It is a matter of pleasure that
today an agreement for air navigation services was
signed with the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, and
based on this agreement, we will work to increase the
capacities and equip the necessary departments.

“We are determined to provide standard services to
exporters and importers as per international
conventions, in addition to increasing international
flights.”

The agreements would help ease Afghanistan’s
isolation from the outside world, and allow for an
increase in cargo and commercial passenger flights

into the country.




New railway corridor to link Afghanistan and China
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Representatives from Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, China and Kyrgyzstan signed an agreement in Tashkent
on Friday to establish a new economic railway corridor to boost trade for Afghanistan.

A trial period of three months will see freight trains from China deliver goods to Afghanistan via
Kyrgyzstan and then Uzbekistan. The trains will stop in Balkh province, Afghanistan’s Railway Authority
(ARA) confirmed Sunday.

Exports of Afghan goods will follow the same route to China.

ARA said the corridor will have a multi-modal transport system including trucks but the focus will be on
transporting goods via rail.

In the past, goods have been mostly transported in trucks overland to and from China taking roughly
two months. But with the new railway corridor in place the traveling time is expected to be only two
weeks, said ARA.

The authority said with the reduced delivery time, prices of goods will also hopefully come down and
more job opportunities for Afghans will be created.

ARA also stated that import and export tariffs would be reduced significantly on goods being transport-

ed by rail.
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Expo opens in Kabul in bid to help boost local economy

e gy |

Officials from the ministry of commerce and industry said Monday they are trying to find markets for
Afghan products both domestically and in neighboring countries, and that they are looking at ways for
Afghan traders to participate at expos.

Speaking at an expo that opened in Kabul on Monday, officials said the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) supports the domestic production and manufacturing sector in the hope that the country will in
time achieve full economic self-sufficiency.

A number of traders exhibiting at the Kabul expo said that such initiatives can help grow domestic
production which in turn will lead to job opportunities.

These traders and economic experts have again called on the IEA to support the production and
manufacturing sectors in order to help end Afghanistan’s economic crisis and high unemployment rate.
Khan Jan Alokozay, a member of the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Investment (ACCI)
meanwhile said that Afghanistan lacks a permanent expo center and suggested it was time one was
established.

“We don't have an exhibition center in Afghanistan, so | hope that the Commerce and Industry officials in
cooperation with the Islamic Emirate should establish a permanent exhibition center in Afghanistan,” he

said
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250 companies submit bids for iron, lead mines in Afghanistan

Afghan Ministry of Mines and Petroleum said this week
that 250 domestic and foreign firms have submitted their
bids for the iron mine in Herat and lead mine in Ghor
province.

Esmatullah Burhan, a spokesman for the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum, said that it is evaluating the bids and will
soon announce the winners.

The iron ore in Herat’s Ghoryan district is estimated to
hold 18 million tons of iron. The lead mine in Ghor is also
considered to be one of the largest lead mines in the
region.

“The government will collect a good amount of revenue
from it. Hundreds of thousands of jobs will be generated
directly or indirectly,” said Burhan.

Private sector members say IEA should prefer domestic
companies over foreign firms for investment in the
mining sector.

“It is in the plan of IEA to prefer the domestic companies.
Domestic companies would initially bring small compa-
nies and then big companies to make major investment in
Afghanistan,” said Sherbaz Kaminzada, head of Chamber
of Industries and Mines.

Afghanistan Economic Outlook

“Considering the existing situation, | think it will
benefit the Afghan economy because it will help
reduce unemployment, increase tax and find
markets for our minerals,” said Taj Mohammad
Talash, an economic expert.

Afghanistan possesses a wealth of nonfuel
minerals whose value has been estimated at
more than US$1 trillion.

However, this sector has remained largely
untouched as the former government was never
able to successfully regulate the industry. For
generations, the country has been renowned for
its gemstones - rubies, emeralds, tourmalines
and lapis lazuli. Economic experts believe
attracting investments in the major mines would
help address economic challenges and poverty
in the country.




First containers on the move on new China-Afghanistan corridor

Several containers are currently on the move to test the newly
established China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan-Afghanistan corridor.
Rail Freight reported the first 2 containers left the Chinese city of
Kashgar on 13 September.

The trial period is to last 3 months.

This was confirmed by the Kyrgyz national rail operator Kyrgyz
Temir Zholu. The new corridor was announced in August by the
railway companies of Central Asian countries, and Chinese

logistics company Zhejiang Union of Railway International

Logistics, Rail Freight reported.

Afghan businesswoman wins tender to supply Mol with coal

Hafiz Mohammad Sediq Seddiqi, the head of procurement of the Ministry of Interior Affairs, said on Tuesday
that a company owned by an Afghan woman won the tender to supply coal to central police departments.
According to Seddiqi, Nawobahar Afzali Company, which is owned by Dr. Aziza Afzali, bid for the tender and
won it in a fair and transparent process. Seddiqi said a number of private companies bid for the tender.
“According to the principles, we had invited businessmen and company owners, among whom the woman
also participated, and they all brought their offers, and the tendering process was held in a transparent

manner, and as a result of this tendering, the winning company is a company that belongs to a woman and she

won this tender,” said Seddiqi.

Afzali meanwhile said she was happy
she won the tender and said she was
satisfied with the process. She urged
other businesswomen to also bid for
tenders.

“The process was transparent and |
was able to be one of the winners of
this process and women who are in
business, professionals, can participate

in this process,” said Afzali.
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History in the making as 18 tons of pine nuts to be
shipped overland to Italy

The Ministry of Industry and Trade said Thursday that a local company was preparing to export 18 tons of pine nuts to
Italy overland. According to ministry officials, the private company meets international standards and will dispatch its
consignment within the next few days.

Officials also said in the first three months of this year, $19 million worth of pine nuts was exported and that there is a
growing demand for the local produce. It is estimated that Afghanistan harvests around 30,000 tons of pine nuts every
year. However, this Italian-bound consignment will for the first time be shipped overland via Turkey.

“This is a new export by land, which will be exported from Afghanistan to Turkey first, and then to Italy, and now we
have the capacity to prepare our products according to the standards of European markets,” said Abdulsalam
Akhundzada Jawad, the spokesman of the Ministry of Industry and Trade. In the past, pine nut distributors have

complained about the export process as the produce was first sent to Pakistan and from there sold on to international

buyers.

The Chamber of Industries and
Mines says that 30,000 tons of pine
nut oil is produced annually in the
country and is exported to China,
Saudi  Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, India and Pakistan by air
and land. “We consider it
important to export Afghan black
pine nuts to Italy, and since there is
a high export capacity in Afghani-
stan, the Ministry of Industry and
Trade should provide the
conditions  for export,” said
Mohammad Karim Azimi,
executive director of the Kabul
Chamber of Industries and Mines.

Economic experts say that if the Ministry of Industry and Trade solves the transit problems faced by exporters, Afghani-
stan will be able to substantially increase sales of dry and fresh fruits to international markets.

“Exporting black pine nuts to European markets is very important. Besides black pine nuts, we have other very
important trade and export items in the country, which should be provided for export, which is considered very
important for the Afghan economy,” said Taj Mohammad Tala, an economic analyst.

Following the collapse of the former government, air cargo corridors used for exporting fresh produce were stopped.
However, business owners are hopeful that newly launched overland trade corridors will now fill the gap and open up

even wider markets.
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New road, rail link sees Chinese cargo arrive in
Hairatan after only 11 days

The first load of freight from China to Afghanistan on a new road and rail route transiting Central Asia arrived in
Hairatan, in northern Afghanistan, on Thursday. Twelve containers, carrying mostly vehicle parts, took only 11
days to reach Afghanistan.

The new multimodal route starts in China’s northwestern Xinjiang province then passes through Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbekistan before entering Afghanistan. The cargo traveled along the first stage — around 500 kilometers from

the city of Kashgar in Xinjiang to Osh in southern Kyrgyzstan — by road since there is no rail link, although one is

planned eventually.

The first containers left Kashgar on
September 13, the RailFreight.com
website reported. At Osh, the
cargo was loaded onto trains to
link up with Uzbekistan's rail
network across the border in
Andijan. They then crossed eastern
Uzbekistan and headed south into
Afghanistan to arrive at Hairatan,
which links with the northern

Afghan city of Mazar-e-Sharif

along an Uzbek-built railway line.

The journey on the new route took only 11 days — compared to one to three months for the current route used
to send cargo from China to Afghanistan through Pakistan via the seaport of Karachi and overland.

China and Afghanistan have been trying to get a rail connection off the ground for years.

In 2016, the first cargo train traveled from China to Hairatan through Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, loaded with
textiles and household goods. But it took another three years before any cargo moved back along the route to
China, when a train loaded with talcum powder made the journey in 2019.

The route across Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan is now undergoing a three-month pilot, and should eventually

carry some 4,000 containers annually.
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Samanagan almond farmers happy with this year’s yield

Samangan officials said local farmers have reported a substantial increase in almond crops and that they collectively
stand to earn more than 1.1 billion Afghani from this year’s harvest.

Samangan Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock Department director Najibullah Joya said: “During the last few days,
the officials of this department have visited various parts of the province, where the most almond orchards are
located”

He said the estimated volume to be harvested will be about 4,620 tons, compared to last year’s 2,887 ton harvest.
“According to their calculations, gardeners will earn more than 1.1 billion Afghani from the sale of almond crops,” he
said.

Meanwhile, dried fruit and nuts traders welcomed the increase.

One trader, Haji Nagibullah, from Aybak city said: “This year, Samangan almonds have a high yield," adding that he has
bought more than 50 tons of almonds already from farmers and sold them on.

Samangan officials said 40% of Samangan almonds are sold domestically while 60% are exported by companies and
traders to India, Pakistan, and the United Arab Emirates.
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