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Contracts for 18 mines in 7 provinces awarded to
private companies: MoMP

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum (MoMP) says contracts have been awarded to private
companies for 18 small mines in seven provinces.

Ministry officials said that security at all mines in the country has been ensured and illegal
mining has been stopped.

According to them, contracts with private companies will be signed transparently after tender
processes are followed.

The ministry also stated once the extraction of these mines starts, hundreds of citizens will be
provided with jobs directly and indirectly.

Shahabuddin Delawar, the minister of mines and petroleum, said he hopes that investments in
the country’s mines will increase.

The participants meanwhile have said that the tendering process was conducted in a transpar-
ent manner and they are satisfied.

MoMP has also warned all the winning bidders to extract minerals in accordance with their
contracts. The ministry warned that in the event of any breach of contract, the contracts will be

terminated. All contracts are valid for five years, the ministry said.
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Afghanistan exports up by 7% in first quarter of
2023: World Bank

Exports from Afghanistan increased by seven percent in the first quarter of 2023, the World Bank
said in a new report released Tuesday. Based on unofficial Afghanistan customs data, exports in
the first quarter of 2023 reached US$ 0.5 billion, with a 7 percent growth compared to Q1-2022,
the report said. As food exports remain stable, the increase can be attributed primarily to coal
(by 26 percent) and textiles by 28 percent.

During Q1-2023, Pakistan remained Afghanistan’s largest export market (accounting for 60
percent of total exports), followed by India (24 percent). Exports to Pakistan are mainly food and
coal, contributing around 72 percent of total exports in Q1-2023. Coal exports to Pakistan
reached US$ 111.6 million in Q1-2023 (compared to US$ 476 million in 2022 and US$ 88 million in
Q1-2022). The report also said that during the first quarter of 2023, imports stood at $1.8 billion,
reflecting 32 percent growth. The trade deficit reached $1.3 billion in the first quarter of 2023, a
45 percent growth. However, the UN cash shipments for the period (US$ 560 million) cover only
less than half of the merchandise trade deficit, the report said.

The inflationary pressures eased substantially from year-on-year, with inflation recorded at 3.5
percent in February. The Afghani currency appreciated against all currencies. Between February
4 - April 18, 2023, the Afghani currency appreciated by 5.4 percent against the US dollar.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) continues to exert strong controls on the illegal export
of foreign currency, strengthening the Afghani rate. At the same time, the United Nations make
US dollars available in the market through cash shipments (US$ 560 million were shipped to
Afghanistan in Q12023 against a cumulative - US$ 1.8 billion in 2022), the report said
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More than 72,000 metric tons of cotton harvested
in past year

The Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock said on Thursday that in the past year,
more than 72,000 metric tons of cotton has been harvested in the country.

The ministry said in a statement that according to the Department of Statistics, last year,
cotton was cultivated on 54,869 hectares of land in the country and 72,493 metric tons of
cotton was obtained.

“Balkh, Takhar, Kunduz, Nangarhar, Herat, Nimruz, Baghlan and Jawzjan had the most
cotton fields last year,” the ministry said.

According to the ministry Afghan cotton is of high quality and sought after by factories
locally and internationally.

Agricultural experts believe that cotton, along with saffron and asafoetida, can be a good

alternative for poppy cultivation in the country.
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Badakhshan farmers ditch poppies in favor of asafetida

Badakhshan’s department
of agriculture and livestock
officials said Thursday that
in the past year, more than
5,000 hectares of land has
been used in the province to
cultivate asafetida - in a
move away from poppy
farming.

According to local officials,
there has been a marked
increase in cultivating
asafetida among farmers.

“In (solar year) 1401, about

5,000 to 5,200 hectares of

land were used to plant asafetida in Badakhshan province and people’s interest is very high,” said
Nisar Ahmad Mahir, head of the agriculture directorate in Badakhshan.

Farmers in Badakhshan also say they have switched to cultivating asafetida instead of poppies over
the past few years.

Asafetida is the resin collected from the ferula plant and is widely used for medicinal purposes.
Farmers meanwhile earn more money from asafetida than from other crops.

“In the past, opium was cultivated on these lands, and now we have planted asafetida seeds
instead. We imported one hundred kilograms of asafetida seeds from Tajikistan,” said a farmer.

“We no longer grow opium because it is forbidden and harmful,” said another farmer.

Meanwhile, the anti-narcotics management officials in Badakhshan have said that they have
started a campaign to destroy poppy fields and so far, they have cleared nearly five hundred acres
of poppies in Jurm and Argo districts.
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Efforts being made to develop transport sector: IEA

Officials of the Ministry of Transportation and Aviation say that they are trying to encourage the
private sector to invest in the transport and aviation sector.

According to officials, efforts are underway to standardize the transportation sector in the
country. They said there is potential for investment in this sector.

They also said that currently a good platform for investing in the transportation sector in the
country has been provided.

“We are giving the private sector the opportunity to build terminals so that we can create a
favorable working environment for the people,” said Imamuddin Ahmadi, the spokesman of the
Ministry of Transportation and Aviation.

On the other hand, some members of the private sector have said that they have started the
process of investing in the transportation sector in the country.

At the same time, economic experts believe that the expansion of standard investments in the
field of ground and air transportation in the country can increase the income of this sector and
provide work for thousands of citizens of the count
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Chinese firm offers IEA $10 billion investment in
lithium reserves

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum (MoMP) said on Thursday that a Chinese Company, Gochin
expressed its interest in investing $10 billion in Afghanistan’s lithium deposits. According to the
statement, the minister for mine and Petroleum, Shahabuddin Delawar, met with the Chinses
company representatives in Kabul. The statement said the investment would create 120,000
direct and a million indirect jobs in the country.

The statement meanwhile added that the company would repair the Salang Pass within seven
months and carve another tunnel. The company also stressed that the process of the lithium
deposits will get done inside the country, and to process it, a hydroelectric dam will be built, and
Kumar and Laghman Road will be asphalted. In January, the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
signed the extraction contract of the Amu oil field with the Chinese company “China Petroleum
Economics and Information Research Center (CPEIC)”.

According to the contract, Afghanistan’s share is 20 per cent, which will reach 75 per cent in the
future. Since the IEA’s takeover, China has increased its influence via economic ties with the
current regime. According to several media reports, Chinese companies have long aspired to
access Afghanistan’s extensive and rich lithium deposits, estimated to be worth more than $1
trillion, Bloomberg said.
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Empowering Women Through Handicrafts: Herat’s
Exhibition Defies Taliban Restrictions

According to local sources in the Herat province, handicrafts and productions exhibition by
women has been held in this province. The exhibition opened on Sunday, April 30, and will contin-
ue for two days.

The purpose of this exhibition is to market handicrafts and productions made by women, with 120
women participating. The women have displayed and offered for sale their handicrafts, including
clothing, carpets, confectioneries, pickles, jewelry, and other items.

Meanwhile, officials at the Women’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry in the western zone of
Afghanistan say that this is the sixth exhibition held in the past year to market women’s handi-
crafts in the province.

This exhibition is taking place at a time when the Taliban, who have gained control over the
country, have imposed numerous restrictions against women and girls
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Export of Turkmenistan Gas to Pakistan Via Afghanistan Has

Begun: Officials

The Ministry of Finance said on Twitter that
on Saturday the export of Turkmenistan gas
to Pakistan through Afghanistan has
commenced, and was marked by a ceremo-
ny in the Shorandam area of Kandahar.

The Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce
and Investment (ACCI) said that from now
on, Turkmenistan's gas will be transferred
from Herat's Torghundi port to Afghanistan
and then exported to Pakistan via Spin
Boldak in Kandahar.

The task of transporting gas from Turkmeni-
stan to Pakistan was taken up by a private
company, which pays the Islamic Emirate
for transit.

In the first stage, 50 gas tankers were
transferred from Turkmenistan via Afghani-
stan to Pakistan.

"This is transit gas, which is specifically
bought for Pakistan and shipped to
Pakistan, so its benefit to Afghanistan is that
it requires transportation and this creates
jobs for people," said Atiqullah Saidal, the
head of a gas transportation company.

The Chamber of Commerce and Invest-
ment said that Afghanistan plays an impor-
tant role in connecting Central Asia with
South Asia and the current government
should help traders in the transit of goods.
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"We want the transit through Afghanistan to
go off without any problems and we also
want our neighbors to cooperate in the
transit to Afghanistan,” said the acting head
of ACCI, Mohammad Younus.

In the meantime, Kandahar customs
officials said they will provide more facilities
to traders at customs.

“The Ministry of Finance and Customs
Department has said this in every meeting
that we are providing facilities for the
people and businessmen, and we are still
trying in this areq,” said Mohammad Hamid
Ahmad, head of the custom of Kandahar.

Kandahar customs officials ensure that the
Spin Boldak border will soon be open 24
hours a day for the transit of commercial
goods after Turkmenistan gas has been
transported to Pakistan through Kandahar
Spin Boldak.
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Afghans Complain of High-Priced Airfare

A number of travel agencies said that the price of airplane tickets has doubled since last year.
According to these agencies, the current price of tickets for Kabul to Dubai has increased to
$500, but it was $250 two years ago. “Before, the price of tickets for Kabul- Dubai and Kabul-Is-
tanbul flights was more than $200 and now it’s more than $450,” said Hasib Ahmad, a travel
agent. “The prices are so high and face people with challenges for both airfare and transit (of
goods) that go to Dubai and Istanbul,” said Tamim, an employee of a travel agency.

According to travel agencies, the number of passengers on flights has decreased. Some traders
said that due to the suspension of flights of foreign airlines, the price of tickets has increased, and
they asked the Islamic Emirate to monitor the price of tickets. “Unfortunately, recently airlines
increased the price of tickets, and that price is so high for passengers and traders,” said Mahboo-
bullah, a trader. “We call on the Islamic Emirate to provide help for traders to travel and to control
the prices,” said Ezatullah Niazi.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation said the increase in the price of airplane
fuel in the world is the most important reason for the increase in the price of air travel in the
country. “We have a certain price for foreign flights but if they increase it more we will interfere
as we interfered with Pakistani flights in the early days of the Islamic Emirate,” said Imamuddin
Ahmadi, spokesman for the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation. Currently, Mahan, Taban,
Kam Air, and Ariana companies are transporting passengers abroad, and so far, major foreign
aviation companies such as Emirates, Turkish Airlines, and Fly Dubai have not resumed their
flights in Afghanistan.
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Ministry: Nearly 2,800 Business Permits Distributed
in Past Year

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MoIC) said that it has distributed nearly 2,800 business
permits to businesspeople in the country in the past year.

According to the Ministry of Industry and Commerce's spokeswoman, Akhundzada Abdul Salam
Javad, more than a hundred of these investment permits have been obtained by businessmen
from other countries. "2,679 new permits have been distributed, 7,228 permits have been extend-
ed, 333 permits have been canceled, 106 foreign permits have been issued, 137 foreign licenses
have been renewed, and for convenience, 19 letters for passports have been issued," Javad said.

In the meantime, some economists believe that the Islamic Emirate needs to support investors in
the country to increase investment. "To attract domestic and foreign investment, it is necessary
to establish supportive policies to ensure the financial security of the investor in Afghanistan,”
said Shakir Yaqoobi, an economist. The Ministry of Economy said that it is trying to promote
economic growth and employment opportunities in the nation in order to attract foreign invest-
ment. Investment can be crucial in helping Afghanistan overcome its economic problems and to
become self-sufficient, according to Abdul Latif Nazari, deputy of the Ministry of Economy.

"Investment in small and medium industries, as well as investment in agriculture, food, and organ-
ic resources, can be beneficial for Afghanistan's self-sufficiency as well as in the economic
growth and development of the country," Nazari noted. Previously, officials of the Islamic Emirate,
particularly the Prime Minister's Economic Commission, urged all Afghan businesspeople abroad
to make investments in Afghanistan.
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Asian Development Bank Reports on Results From

2022 Aid Grant

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) said that it
has committed $405 million in grants to United
Nations agencies to help ensure the supply of
adequate food and sustain the delivery of
essential health and educational services for
the Afghan people. A source told TOLOnews
that the $405 million was granted in January
2022 to Afghanistan.

The ADB has released its annual report titled
“Building Resilience in Challenging Times." The
$405 million, the ADB said “is aligned with ADB’s
approach for fragile and conflict-affected
situations.” “By the end of 2022, it had provided
nutritionally balanced food to almost 1.19 million
people, including 583,958 women and girls, and
helped sustain production of wheat and
livestock, along with livelihoods support for
201,829 rural households, benefiting 1.9 million
people, including 956,704 women and girls,” the
report is said. “At the same time, 5.31 million
people (62% female) received access to basic
health and essential hospital services and about
1.9 million people (50% female) were vaccinated
against COVID-19.”

The Ministry of Economy (MoE) said that the
ADB has been one of the main supporters of
development projects in Afghanistan over the
past two-decades. “The Asian Development
Bank has been one of the main supporters of the
infrastructural projects in the energy sector,
transport, agriculture and water development
sources. The resumption of its activities will
cause an improvement in the economic and
employment situation in the country,” said Abdul
Rahman Habib, a spokesman for the MoE.
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According to the ADB’s report, in Afghanistan,
the drought and flash floods worsened food
insecurity and contributed to soaring prices of
staple items, which impacted the entire popula-
tion. This comes as the residents of Kabul called
on the Islamic Emirate and relevant organiza-
tions to create job opportunities for them.

“We want them to provide us jobs so we can be
out of poverty,” said Khan Wali, a resident of
Kabul. Economists believe that the lack of imple-
mentation of development projects in the
country has caused a surge in unemployment.

“The implementation of development projects,
particularly the infrastructural projects, can
ensure economic stability in Afghanistan which
can also create jobs and improve economic
opportunities,” said Shakir Yagoobi, an econo-
mist. According to the report, the ADB
announced a $14 billion package of support to
strengthen food security between 2022 and
2025, committing $3.7 billion in 2022 in a bid to
alleviate the food crisis in the region.
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