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Work on TAPI Project in
Afghanistan To Resume Soon

Taliban officials say the TAPI project
in Turkmenistan has been completed
and will begin in Afghanistan in the
near future.

Zabihullah Mujahid, spokesman and
deputy minister of information and
culture, told a news conference at the
government’s media center that the
purpose of the Turkmen delegation’s
trip to Kabul was to implement the
TAPI project.

Mujahid added that the $1 billion
project  was completed in
Turkmenistan in 2016, and that
Turkmenistan would now resume
work in Afghanistan.

“Turkmenistan will complete the
project at a cost of $5 billion.
Afghanistan must be prepared to use
this gas for fuel, industry, or trade,”
said Mujahid.

According to him, this project will
provide employment opportunities
for a large number of Afghans and
12,000 people will work
continuously in this project.

With the implementation of the TAPI
project, Afghanistan will receive
more than $400 million a year in gas

e

transit fees in addition to receiving a
quantity of gas.

Afghan Pine Nuts Exported to
China Through Air Corridor

The Afghan Chamber of Commerce
and Investment announced that a
shipment of 45 tons of Afghan pine
nuts was exported to China through
the air corridor,

Younes Momand, the first deputy
head of the Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment, said:
“The process had been stalled for five
to six months, but we were able to
resume the process without foreign
help and with the efforts of the
Chamber of Commerce and the
Ministry of Commerce.”

Younes Momand welcomed the
beginning of this process and thanked
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Ministry of commerce for their
assistance in this regard with the
Chamber of Commerce.

Meanwhile, Zabihullah Mujahid,
spokesman and deputy minister of
information and culture, told a news
conference in Kabul that 13,000 to
14,000 tons of pine nuts had been
produced this year, of which 45 tons
were exported today through the air
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corridor in cooperation with Kam Air
to China.

Mojahed added that they were trying
to stop smuggling of the product to
increase the earnings from this sector
to $1 billion.

According to government officials,
13,000 to 14,000 tons of pine nuts
have been produced this year, with an
average of 8,000 to 10,000 tons
worth $1 billion is exported to China.

UNICEF’s Teacher Registration
Process For Salary Payments
Begins in Afghanistan

unicef&®

The United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) has begun the process of

enrollingg male and  female
schoolteachers in Afghanistan to pay
teachers’ salaries as soon as possible.

Janet Foglar, UNICEF’s director of
education for Afghanistan, told
Reuters in an email that the
organization pays Afghan teachers’
salaries directly without being
handed over to the authorities.

Ms. Foglar believes that the best way
to support girls’ education is to
provide financial support to their
schools and teachers.

o

The head of UNICEF Education for
Afghanistan said aid organizations
should not allow Afghan children to
be deprived of their right to
education.

The United Nations Children’s Fund
has promised to set up a system to
pay Afghan teachers directly.

Meanwhile, female schools above the
sixth grade are open only in Kunduz,
Balkh, Samangan and Jawzjan
provinces and are remain closed in
the rest of the province.

Taliban officials say there will be
good news soon about the reopening
of girls’ schools in other provinces.

Construction Of 2nd Part of
Farah-Abu Nasr Farahi Port
Road Begins

| o

Officials in Farah province say work
has resumed on the construction of
second phase of the road between the
provincial capital of Farah and the
port of Abu Nasr Farahi in the
province.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony,
Abdul Samad Farooq, Farah’s deputy
governor, said the road is 120km
long, 60km of which will be built
with Iranian funding.
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The deputy governor of Farah told
the media at the ceremony that the
construction of the road that connects
the center of Farah province with the
commercial port of Abu Nasr Farahi
resumed after a short stop.

The construction of this road started
in 2007 and at that time only 60 km
of it was built, and due to security
problems, the construction of another
60 km was stopped.

Germany Increases Its Total Aid
to Afghanistan to 600mn Euros

The German Foreign Ministry has
announced that it has increased its aid
to Afghanistan to 600 million euros
to address the humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan through the
international aid organizations.

The ministry said in a statement that
more than half of Afghanistan’s
population is at risk of starvation and
another 5.5 million are displaced
inside the country.

The German Foreign Ministry said in
a statement that Afghanistan’s weak
economy was on the verge of
collapse due to drought,
unemployment, and recent
developments in Afghanistan.

e

It is worth mentioning that the 600
million German aid will be provided
to the people of Afghanistan through
international aid organizations.

In September of this vyear, the
German government provided about
250 million euros to the Afghan
people.

Afghanistan’s Exports Through

Chabahar Port Suspended for
hree Months

i?!..' 3 i e

=+
Lo

g

Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce
and Investment announced that
Afghanistan’s exports through Iran’s
Chabahar port have stopped for three
months, but imports are proceeding
normally.

Younes Momand, head of the
country’s Chamber of Commerce
and Investment, said the process was
halted due to technical problems in
the Indian port of Nhova Shiva, as
export goods from Chabahar are sent
directly to the port.

According to the chamber, most of
the food items, including oil and
sugar, enter Afghanistan through the
port of Chabahar.

Figures from the Chamber of
Commerce and Investments show
that ships full of food arrive at the
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port of Chabahar every 15 days and
to transfer goods to Afghanistan, but
exports are still suspended.

Reports indicate that all of
Afghanistan’s exports are currently
being transferred to other countries
through Pakistan’s Wagah and
Karachi trading ports.

Over 15,000 Tons of Figs
Exported This Year

Kandahar Chamber of Commerce
and Investment says that 50,000 tons
of fruits have been exported this year,
of which 15,000 tons were figs.

A number of Afghan traders have
expressed concern about the lack of
international markets for fig exports,
saying that currently Kandahar and
Zabul figs are exported only to India
and Pakistan and do not have access
to international markets.

These traders ask the Islamic
Emirates to contact the countries of
the world in the field of fig exports
and sign contracts.

Abdul Bagi Bana, deputy director of
the Kandahar Chamber of Commerce
and Investment, said “exports had
been suspended due to problems with
the banking system and the closure of
banks.”

T

According to official figures, more
than two hundred thousand tons of
Afghan fruit is exported to India and
Pakistan annually.

Uzbekistan Begins Reconstruction
Work on Balkh Airport

h|

Uzbek officials say they have sent
about 30 technical staff to repair and
reconstruct Maulana  Jalaluddin
Mohammad Balkhi International
Airport in the city of Mazar-e-Sharif
in Balkh province to begin the
reconstruction work soon.

In a meeting with local officials in
Balkh, Esmatullah Irgishev, Special
Representative of the President of
Uzbekistan, said that a technical team
consisting of 30 Uzbeks had sent to
the province to rebuild the airport and
repair equipment and technical
damage.

Meanwhile, Hasibullah  Soroush,
deputy minister of transport and
aviation, said that the Uzbek
technical team was repairing and
reactivating all equipment and
sections of the airport, as well as 83
technical staff at the Maulana airport
are sent to Uzbekistan for training.
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The Special Envoy of the President
of Uzbekistan stressed the need to
rebuild the airport as soon as
possible, saying that the team will
complete the reconstruction of
Maulana Jalaluddin Airport in the
near future and that the airport will be
ready for flight soon.

He added that the Republic of
Uzbekistan is committed to assisting
and cooperating with Afghanistan in
several areas, especially in the field
of infrastructure.

Qudratullah Hamza, the governor of
Balkh, said that a delegation from the
Ministry of Transport and Aviation
also attended the meeting to discuss
the renovation of Balkh Airport and
the railway.

Several Economic Cooperation
Committees Established Between
Afghanistan and Iran

The Ministry of Finance announced
that Afghanistan and Iran have
established several joint committees
in the fields of economy, agriculture,
railway, trade and investment.

The joint committee was set up
during a meeting between Hassan
Kazemi Qomi, Iran’s special envoy

o

to Afghanistan, and representatives
of the Islamic Emirate.

Introducing representatives of the
two sides to export flour and oil to
Afghanistan, launching technical
research on the Khaf-Herat railway
project, establishing an Afghanistan-
Iran-China tripartite committee to
build and finance the Herat-Mazar
and Wakhan-Kashgar railways, joint
venture In the field of agriculture, the
establishment of a joint chamber of
commerce between Afghanistan and
Iran, ease of obtaining visas for
businessmen of the two countries,
solving  fuel problems  for
businessmen, increasing the capacity
of industrial estates and facilitating
the transit of Afghan exports by Iran,
were among the cases that the
bilateral committee agreed on it.

“Most of our trade problems were in
Iran,” said Ahmad Wali Hagmal, a
spokesman for the Ministry of
Finance. The goods purchased by our
traders from Iran were not processed
on time and the visa period was very
long.

Working committees have started
functioning in the sectors of trade,
investment, mining, customs,

banking and cultural.
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Salary Payments of Government
Employees Begins

The Ministry of Finance announced
that the process of paying quarterly
salaries of all government employees
will start from today.

Ahmad Wali Hagmal, a spokesman
for the ministry, told a news
conference that the process of paying
three months’ salary to government
employees is being paid at once.

Hagmal stated at the meeting that the
ministry would soon pay the salaries
of retired government employees.
“There are some technical problems
that are being addressed.”

The Ministry of Finance has
announced an increase in the
country’s customs revenues, saying
that 26.915 billion Afghanis have
been collected in the last 78 working
days.

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Finance added that 557 million
Afghanis had been collected on
Wednesday last week alone.

Jalalabad Airport Resumes
Civilian Flights after 20 Years

Local officials in Jalalabad, the
capital of Nangarhar province, say

S

that Jalalabad airport has reopened
after 20 years for domestic and
international flights.

Spin Ghar Shahzad, the head of
Jalalabad Airport, said that all the
technical staff of the airport had
returned to their duties and that we
had all the capabilities to advance the
airport.

However, Jalalabad Airport had
become the headquarters of the US
Army for the past 20 years, and this
airport was used only for military
flights of American forces and no
civilian flights took place there.

The resumption of the airport on
civilian flights will also have a
positive impact on the development
of the province’s economy.

Haji Zalmai, a businessman in the
province, said that in the past, in
order to export our products, we had
to export our products first to Kabul
and via Kabul airport to other
countries, but now we can export
directly from Nangarhar to China.

Afghanistan Exports 698 Tons of
riedFu't In Last Two Weeg
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Taliban officials said more than 698
tonnes of dried fruit have been
exported out of Afghanistan in the
last two weeks.

Ahmadullah Wasiq, the deputy
spokesman for the Islamic Emirate,
wrote on his Twitter page that the
dried fruit had been exported to
Europe, Asia, America and Australia.

According to Wasiq, Afghanistan’s
exports are now higher than ever; He
called the export of this amount of
dried fruit outside Afghanistan an
important step in the country’s
economic growth.

Ahmadullah Wasiq tweeted that out
of a total of 698 metric tons of dried
fruit exported to these countries, 585
metric tons are raisins.

China Interested in Investing in
Herat’s Saffron

Local officials in Herat say that
during a visit by Chinese
businessmen to the province, they
called for investment in saffron.

Herat Governor’s media office said
in a newsletter that Herat Governor
Maulwi Noor Ahmad Islamjar met
with a Chinese businessman and
welcomed the country’s investment
in the Herat saffron market.

e

According to the newsletter, the head
of a Chinese company during a trip to
Herat, announced the support of
saffron growers in promoting and
packaging saffron.

The Chinese company has promised
to cooperate to invest in Afghan
saffron and introduce it to its
markets.

Earlier, Chinese businessmen had
expressed interest in investing in
Kandahar province.

Afghanistan’s Exports Reach
26bn Afghanis in the Past Three
Months

Officials in the Afghan government
say that 26.36 billion Afghanis worth
of commercial property has been
exported in the past three months.

Anamullah  Samangani,  deputy
spokesman for the Islamic Emirate,
wrote on his Twitter page that
Afghanistan’s exports have doubled
in the past three months.

Samangani wrote that during the
previous government, the export
figures for three months of this year
were worth 11.58 billion Afghanis,
but this figure has reached 26.36
billion Afghanis in the last three
months.
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Meanwhile, the IEA officials
announced yesterday that they have
exported 698 tons of dried fruits to
European and Asian countries in the
last two weeks alone.
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