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Uzbekistan sends in another shipment of aid to Afghanistan
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Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) said Sunday that Uzbekistan
has sentin another shipment of
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
in the form of food and clothing.

According to IEA spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid, 4,000 tons of
goods arrived in the country.

“By the order of Uzbekistan’s President, 4,000 tons of materials such as flour, wheat, rice, oil,
clothing, spices and vaccines were donated to Afghanistan,” Mujahid said, adding that the consign-
ment was handed over to IEA officials by the Special Representative of that country.

Uzbekistan sent 63 humanitarian aid trucks to Afghanistan in December 2021 and 1,300 tons of
food, medicine and clothing in September.

Honey production increases in Nangarhar province

Nangarhar officials said this week that
domestic honey production has increased

this year , compare to last year, and

2 that so far, 650 tons has been produced.

s Beekeepers have said however that recent
political developments and drought have
affected their trade. But officials at the
Nangarhar Department of Agriculture say

that significant steps have been taken to

Eavam address beekeepers’ problems.

Beekeepers in Nangarhar, like in other parts of the country, plant seasonal flowers for their bees.
However, with fewer shrubs and flowers, due to drought, they have been forced to move their bees
across the Durand Line into Pakistan, which has created problems for them. They say that they
become obligate to pay taxes and in some cases bribes for keeping their business alive. “If flowers
are planted for us in the tropical parts of Afghanistan, we will not need to go to Pakistan,” said
beekeeper Rahman Gul. “Across the Durand Line, they take money from us as much as they can for
each beehive,” he said. But honey sellers in Jalalabad are happy and say that trade is improving daily
after the change in the political system.




Afghanistan Economic Outlook

“We have different honey, but most people like Nangarhar honey,” said Ekhteyar Jan, a honey seller.
Officials from the Nangarhar Agriculture Department said honey is currently exported to different
parts of the country, and that necessary measures have been taken to solve the problems of bee-
keepers. Dr Zamir Behsudi, a representative of the Nangarhar Department of Agriculture, said: “Our
honey production has increased compared to previous years and even our domestic honey has
been exported to foreign countries. It still has a good market and demand and we have a plan for
beekeepers to plant them flowers.”

Afghan authorities took delivery of another
cash aid package

Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), the country’s central bank, took delivery of another cash aid shipment
of $32 million on Monday.

Officials from the bank took delivery of the package and immediately handed it over to
a commercial bank, DAB officials confirmed. This comes after Saturday’s shipment of the same
amount. Under the guidance of the United Nations, Afghanistan has received over $800 million in
cash aid over the past few months. After Monday’s delivery, the DAB said it welcomes “the entry of
currency into the country in a principled and legal manner, and appreciate the humanitarian assis-
tance, and call on the international community to engage with Afghanistan in other areas.”

According to the bank, the board of directors of Da Afghanistan Bank believe that humanitarian aid
through the banking sector will create transparency and facilitate the delivery of aid to the people.

Afghanistan, which has had a US dollar driven economy over the past 20 years, has faced a serious
cash crisis since the fall of the Ashraf Ghani government in August last year.
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IEA approves national budget for solar year 1401
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Inamullah Samangani, deputy spokesman for the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, said Saturday that this year’s budget has been
approved.

He said the budget, unlike in previous years, is entirely made up of
domestic revenue and without any foreign financial support.

According to the ministry of finance, the budget was approved by
Council of Ministers of the IEA and I|EA’s Supreme Leader,
Haibatullah Akhundzada.

The budget for fiscal year 1401 is 231 billion Afghanis (AFN), of
which 203 billion is the regular budget and 27.9 billion AFN is the
development budget.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the IEA’s spokesman, said in a tweet that 1401
budget is made up entirely of domestic revenue.

The ministry of finance meanwhile added that there is a deficit of
44 billion AFN in the budget. However, the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan will achieve its goals by the end of the year based on
a financial plan.
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Mining sector records rise in revenue since IEA takeover

Ministry of mines and petroleum officials say
that since the August take over by the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA), the ministry
has seen a sharp increase in revenue collect-
ed and has earned almost 10 billion Afghanis
(AFN). Officials say that in the past ten days
alone, the income has been 800 million AFN.
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum officials say
they have received more than 800 million
Afghanis in 10 working days since Eid ul-Fitr.

According to these officials, since the IEA’s takeover in August last year, more than 10 billion AFN
has been collected and that the revenue is increasing on a daily basis. “In the last ten days, our
revenue has reached nearly 800 million Afghanis and this trend is increasing day by day. We want
our mines to have a positive impact on our country’s economy,” said Mufti Esmatullah Burhan,
spokesman for the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum. Economic experts say th e increase in
mining revenue is important for the growth of the country’s economy and say that if the Islamic
Emirate provides more facilities for investment and eradicate corruption, the economic situation
will improve. “The increase in revenue of the Ministry of Mines is very good news. It is natural
that investment in the mining sector has increased, and when investment increases, it is clear
that revenue will also increase and jobs will be created and we hope efforts for investment
increase too,” said Sayed ul-Rahman Imran, an economic analyst. According to experts, in
addition to the mining sector in Afghanistan, investments should be made in other sectors such
as agriculture, livestock, and horticulture, banking and energy production in order to help devel-
op the country.

India Extends Special Pest Control Exemption for
Afghan Agricultural Products

The Afghan embassy in New Delhi announced that India had extended the special exemption on
Afghan agricultural products for another year. The Afghan embassy in New Delhi said in a state-
ment that according to Indian government criteria, any crop must be fumigated before entering
the Indian market. But Afghan traders cannot meet this criterion due to lack of access to Methyl
Bromide, a substance used for fumigation. India is one of the major export markets for Afghan
agricultural products. In recent years, the value of annual trade between the two countries has
reached nearly one and a half billion dollars.

According to a statement from the Afghan embassy in New Delhi, the move was made at the
request of the Afghan embassy in India, according to which the exemption of Afghan agricultural
products has been extended for another year.
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Kotal e Takht Industrial Park Inaugurated in Maidan Wardak

The Ministry of Industry and Trade has announced the opening of the 200-acre Kotal e Takht
Industrial Park in Maidan Wardak province. Inamullah Samangani, Deputy Spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate, wrote on his Twitter page: “In the continuation of efforts to achieve economic
self-sufficiency, growth and promotion of domestic products, Maidan Wardak Industrial Park is
established.
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The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum announced that since August last year, the ministry’s
revenues have increased to ten billion Afghanis.

According to officials at the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum, the ministry has been able to
generate more than 800 million Afghanis in just ten working days.

Mufti Esmatullah Borhan, a spokesman for the ministry, said that mining sector revenue is
important for the economic growth of the country.
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Taliban Bans Export of Wheat

With the arrival of the wheat harvest
season and the growing demand for this
plant, the Ministry of Finance of the
Islamic Emirate has issued an order to all
Afghan customs to prevent the export of
wheat abroad. In a voice message, Mullah
Hedayatullah Badri, the acting Minister of
Finance, ordered all Afghan customs to
stop the export and smuggling of wheat
from the country. “Some people are
trying to transport wheat to Pakistan, Iran
or elsewhere. My advice to everyone is not
to let a grain of wheat out of the country,”
said Badri.

The decree of the Ministry of Finance states that the export and smuggling of unprocessed cotton
outside Afghanistan is also prohibited. According to official statistics, Afghanistan needs more than
seven million tons of whea t annually, of which up to 50% is produced domestically. Last year’s
figures from the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock show that Afghanistan had
produced more than 5.2 million tonnes of wheat last year.

1.2 million people in Afghanistan employed in
carpet industry: Union

Afghanistan’s Carpet Manufacturers Union said
this week that currently 1.2 million people are
employed in the carpet industry in the country
but if the sector grows, thousands more could
get jobs. Union officials have said they want to
increase the carpet industry by expanding the
business from 18 to 34 provinces.

In line with this, they have called on the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) to increase customs
tariffs on foreign carpets in order to support the local carpet industry. The carpet industry in Af-
ghanistan is a long-standing industry through which many families earn a living, but the expansion
of this industry requires larger programs. Union officials have asked the Ministry of Trade and Indus-
try to allocate sections of industrial parks to this industry to help attract more investment. Accord-
ing to them, currently 95 percent of the market is flooded with imported carpets. “The domestic
market is filled with foreign carpets. We want to offer domestic products to the people at the price
and quality that comes to Afghanistan from abroad,” said Noor Ahmad Noori, head association of
carpet producers. Officials from the Ministry of Trade and Industry said they are ready to further
support the carpet industry and plan to hold a national carpet expo in Kunduz, Balkh, Nangarhar,
Kabul and other provinces. “We strive to further expand the carpet sector so that we can increase
our domestic production and we are ready to meet all the needs of the sector that we have at our
disposal,” said Mohammad Naeem Walizada, a ministry adviser. Economic experts also say that the
carpet industry not only provides jobs for people, but can have a positive impact on the country’s
economy.
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Afghan Companies Participate in Pakistan
International Exhibition of 2022

" XPC

Gems and Jewelry | Fashion Apparel | Cosmetics | Accessories | Watches

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce announced that six Afghan companies have

participated in an international exhibition called “Pakistan Gems, Jewelry, and Fashion Expo”
in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan.

The Expo in Pakistan opened on Friday and will last for three days, according to a statement
from the ministry.

According to the announcement of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, Afghan companies have
exhibited precious stone products in this exhibition. The statement quoted Afghan Ministry of
Commerce officials as saying that the participation of Afghan companies in such fairs can help with
marketing of their products. Rawalpindi Chambers of Commerce organized the 3rd Pakistan Gems,
Jewelry & Fashion Expo from 20-22 May, 2022 in Serena Hotel, Islamabad, Pakistan with the
collaboration of the Prime Minister’s Task Force for Gems & Jewelry.

India sends 2,000 tons of wheat to Afghanistan via
Attari-Wagah border

Another consignment of 2,000 metric tons of wheat has been sent to Afghanistan by the gov-
ernment of India and is being transported overland through Pakistan through the Attari-Wagah
border, Indian officials confirmed. The Commissioner of Customs, Rahul Nangare despatched the
consignment this week and said: “The Indian government has promised to provide 50,000 metric
tons of wheat to Afghanistan, to which we have sent 10,000 metric tons of wheat already. From the
remaining 40,000 metric tons today we are sending the first consignment of 2,000 metric tons of
wheat.”
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Pakistan reopens several additional borders
crossings with Afghanistan

Pakistan has decided to reopen several additional border crossings with
Afghanistan, Pakistan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan Mohammad
Sadiq said on Monday. “The crossings are to facilitate economic activity and
regulate the visitors,” Sadig tweeted. According to Sadig Arandu
between Chitral and Kunar and Benshahi between Lower Dir and Kunar are
the first two crossings of the series to be made operational. Sadig said
these crossings are in addition to five fully operational border crossings of
Torkham, Ghulam Khan, Kharlachi, Angoor Adda and Chaman-Spin Boldak
and one partially opened, Dalbnadeen, crossing.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has not commented, yet.
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IEA signs agreement with UAE to manage
Afghanistan’s airports

A contract for the regulation and management of the country’s four airports was signed with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday, the Afghan Civil Aviation Authority (ACAA) said.

The agreement was signed between Hamidullah Akhundzada, acting head of the Ministry of
Transport and Aviation, and Razzaqg Aslam, CEO of GAAC, a UAE based consortium with specialist
expertise in airport management.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah Khairullah
Khairkhowa, Acting Minister of Information and Culture, and other government officials attended
the signing event.

The agreement comes as Turkey and Qatar have been negotiating with Islamic Emirate officials for
months to manage Afghanistan’s international airfields, however, the negotiations stalled when
the IEA opposed requests for foreign forces to secure the airports.

The involves airports are; Kabul, Herat and Kandahar. The company will be responsible for
unloading and loading of planes after landing and before takeoff.

At the signing ceremony, the First Deputy Prime Minister called on international investors to
invest in Afghanistan, and said the Islamic Emirate is committed to providing them with the
necessary investment opportunities.
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At the signing ceremony of the contract, the First Deputy PM Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar said
that the IEA is working hard to strengthen the country’s economy.

“With this contract, all international airlines will start their flights to Afghanistan in a safe and
reliable environment, and it will help us to increase trading and business with other countries,”
Baradar said.

Ministry of Transport officials say the company will provide ground-based services in line with
international standards, leading to an increase in international flights.

However, the Deputy Prime Minister says that flights into and out of Kabul will soon increase and
Afghanistan’s revenue will increase through air corridors.
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