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International Banks Allowed
To Transfer Money to
Afghamsl'an

The us Treasury Department has
advised international banks to
transfer money to Afghanistan
without fear for humanitarian
purposes.

The department said yesterday that
aid agencies were allowed to pay
teachers and health care workers at
Afghan government institutions
without fear of sanctions.

According to Reuters, the US
Treasury Department has also
authorized transfers related to the
Taliban. This license includes
providing direct assistance to the
people  of  Afghanistan and
coordinating assistance.

The Norwegian Refugee Council
recently said that Western financial
restrictions imposed on Afghanistan
since the Islamic Emirate came to
power prevented aid transfers to
the country by aid agencies and
prevented millions from receiving
emergency aid.

o

Pakistan Eyes Tapping

Afghanistan’s Multi Billion-

Dollar Hajigak Iron Mine
/ 4

s %

The Pakistan government wants to
conduct a large-scale study of the
Hajigak iron ore mine in Afghanistan
to look for investment opportunities.

Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry says
Pakistan could benefit more from
Haji Gak Iron Mine, one of the largest
untapped mines in Afghanistan.

According to Pakistani sources, the
Bamyan province of Afghanistan
where Haji Gak mine is and
Peshawar state of Pakistan are only
four hundred kilometers apart,
which provides Pakistan a good geo-
economical value.

Nasser Hayat Mago, president of the
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry said; “ The
studies should be conducted to
assess the long-term economic
benefits and supply capacity of iron
ore for Pakistani steel mills.”

He said in a statement that Pakistan
could make huge profits for decades
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by extracting the multi billion-dollar
Haji Gak iron ore mine.

UN Sends $32mn Cash Aid to

Afghanistan

=& - IR
o NIRRT

Da  Afghanistan Bank (DAB),

Afghanistan’s central bank,
announced that S 32 million cash aid
arrived in Kabul today as part of a
series of humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan.

Da Afghanistan Bank said in a
statement that the cash transfer has
transferred to the Afghanistan
International Bank (AIB) via Kabul
Airport.

Meanwhile, Ramz  Al-Akbarov,
Deputy Assistant Secretary-General
for Afghanistan, met with Maulvi
Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime
Minister, to discuss the distribution
of humanitarian aid.

During the meeting, Al-Akbarov said
that the organization had the ability
to transfer $312 million in cash to
Afghanistan so far. He also
emphasized that this amount of
financial support is not enough.

The deputy director of the UN Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs also said that

T

the organization pays the salaries of
2,500 health clinics workers.

UN recently said that they would
send S 20 million per week in cash to
Afghanistan by the end of March
2022.

Ukrainian Companies
Interested in Building Afghan
Railways

Officials from the Ministry of Public
Works (MoPW) had talks with a

technical team representing a
number of Ukrainian companies
about establishing railways in

Afghanistan.

Although the ministry has not
specifically said in which parts of the
country the railways will be built and
said on Monday that a technical
team of Ukrainian companies has
come to Kabul and met with the
ministry’s officials and they have
shown interest in building railways in
the country.

“The Ukrainian delegation had a
meeting  with the  ministry’s
leadership team. They discussed the
transit of goods, enhancing the

o beuilis! golasdl sl i
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capacities of railways’ engineers, the
security of the Mazar-Hairatan
railway, and building railways,”
Hamidullah Misbah, the spokesman
of the ministry said.

Meanwhile, a number of economic
analysts said connecting Afghanistan
to other countries through railways
will result in an increase of transit
and trade.

“We should have railways in most of
our provinces. Most of our borders
(ports) should be connected through
railways with the neighboring
countries and from there with the
world,” said Khairuddin Mayel,
deputy head of Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce and
Investment (ACCI).

According to the ACCI, by the
extension of railways in the country,
Afghanistan’s exports will increase
and goods’ exports will become easy
and quick.

“The extension of the railway is in
the interest of the people of
Afghanistan. We want our railway to
extend. After sea shipping, railway is
the cheapest and quickest kind of
transportation,” said Mohammad
Yunus Momand, ACClI acting
director.

Currently, Afghanistan is connected
to Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
through the Hairatan-Agina railway

e

in the north, and to Iran through the
Khawaf-Herat railway in the west.

According to officials, efforts are
underway in order to connect
Afghanistan to South Asia via
railway.

Increasing Exports and Imports
Hairta

PO —
ﬂl AN /AN
-

1

The Department of Commerce and
Industry  of  Balkh Province
announced that recently the volume
of exports and imports through the
commercial port of Hairatan has
increased.

Shir Ahmad Sepahizadeh, the
department’s commercial director,
told Radio Azadi that after the
political upheaval, commercial
activities in the province was slow
for a while but now, imports and
exports through the Hairatan
commercial port are increasing.

According to Sepahizadeh, carpets,
medicinal plants and dried fruits are
among the exports of Afghan
traders, and in return, they import
foodstuffs such as flour, rice, oil and
some other necessities.

The Commercial Director of the
Balkh Department of Industry and

o beuilis! golasdl sl i
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Trade noted that if the activities of
the banks return to normal, the
imports and exports of the country’s
traders will increase even more.

China Wants To Invest In
Afghanistan’s Solar Power &
Mining

X

»
¥

The Chinese ambassador in Kabul
met with the islamic Emirate’s
Foreign Minister and announced
that his country wants to invest in
solar power and mining.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Abdul
Qahar Balkhi wrote on his Twitter
page that Maulvi Amir Khan Mottaqi
had met with Chinese Ambassador
to Kabul Wang Yu.

Balkhi further wrote that in this
meeting, the expansion of political
and trade relations between the two
countries, China’s investment in
solar power generation and mining
and other issues were discussed.

During the meeting, the Foreign
Minister called on China to
accelerate work on the mines it has
invested in and to work together to
address the problems of Afghan
students in China.

e

Pakistan decides to allow India
to send wheat, medicine to

Pakistan will allow India to use its
territory to transport 50,000 metric
tonnes of wheat and medicine to
Afghanistan at the beginning of this
month, Pakistani customs officials
said on Tuesday.

The permission of such a convoy is
rare by Pakistan, which has barred
the entry of goods from India for
years as the relationship between
the two nuclear-armed nations has
deteriorated.

It marks as a response to the
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan,
where poverty and hunger have
spiraled since the collapse of the
former government last year.

The first convoy of 60 trucks will
cross from India to Pakistan at the
Wagah border — a key goods transit
point between the two countries —
on February 22, Additional Director
of Customs Beelam Ramzan told
Reuters.
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“The humanitarian assistance will be
handed over to the World Food
Program representative in
Jalalabad,” Ramzan said.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) led administration has been
using wheat as a payment for
thousands of government workers,
mostly laborers, as the country’s
financial crisis intensifies.

An Indian government source said
India is committed to provide
humanitarian assistance Afghanistan
and the methods of delivering aid
are being worked out with Pakistan.
The source added that India had
already sent COVID-19 vaccines and
medicines to Afghanistan, Reuters
reported.

EU To Provide $S1Imn For
Afghanistan’s Education Sector
1

x

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
announced that the representatives
of the European Union have
committed to providing $ 11 million
in aid for Afghanistan’s education
sector.

The meeting took place between EU
representatives and Foreign Ministry

e

officials led by Acting Minister
Maulvi Amir Khan Mottaqi in Doha,
Qatar.

The two sides discussed the
humanitarian situation,
humanitarian aid, women’s rights,
education and job creation, the
ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a
statement.

An online meeting for a S 4.4 billion
aid package to Afghanistan s
scheduled to take place in the
coming days at the request of the
United Kingdom.

15th Package of $32mn Cash
Aid Arrives in Kabul

Da Afghanistan Bank, Afghanistan’s
central bank, announced that the
15th package of humanitarian aid
arrived in Kabul on Wednesday.

Da Afghanistan Bank wrote on its
Twitter page that this is the 15th
package to reach Kabul and be
delivered to the International Bank
of Afghanistan (AIB) since the start of
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.

The international community has
said that injecting money into
Afghanistan’s economy is the only
way to increase liquidity and prevent
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the collapse of the country’s banking
and economic systems.

Central bank sets fire to more
than 600 million AFN in old
banknotes' B

Da Afghanistan Bank of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) says
that according to central bank
regulations, 618 million AFN in old
banknotes have been set on fire.

In a statement on Wednesday the
bank said that the banknotes
included denominations of 10
afghanis, 20 afghanis and 100
afghanis.

The deputy governor of the IEA,
Noor Ahmad Agha, was quoted by
the central bank as saying that
paying attention to maintaining
national (Afghani) banknotes was
the responsibility of every citizen.

He urged people to take care of
banknotes so as to extend their
lifespan. This is the third time the
IEA-led bank has destroyed large
numbers of banknotes.

T

World Bank proposal would

shift S600 million from
Afghan trust

The World Bank’s management has
signed off on a proposal that would
repurpose $600 million of the just
over $1 billion left in a frozen trust
fund to benefit Afghan education,
families and communities, a source
familiar with the plan told Reuters.

The board of the World Bank is due
to discuss the proposal on March 1,
with a final decision on
disbursement of the funds left up to
the donors of  Afghanistan
Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF),
which is administered by the bank,
the source said.

The funds would be disbursed by
various United Nations agencies,
including UNICEF and the Food and
Agriculture  Organization, amid
escalating concerns about the
collapsing Afghan economy, the
source told Reuters.

Donors to the trust fund in
December approved the transfer of
$280 million from the trust to the
World Food Program and UNICEF to
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support nutrition and health in
Afghanistan.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres urged the U.N. Security
Council last month to free up the
remaining $1.2 billion in the fund to
help Afghanistan’s people survive
the winter.

The fresh funds will help support
food security, health and education
programs in Afghanistan as it sinks
into a severe economic and
humanitarian crisis. The crisis
accelerated in August when the
former government collapsed and
the last U.S. and allied troops
withdrew.

The United States and other donors
cut off the financial aid that had kept
Afghanistan running during 20 years
of war after the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) takeover.

The United Nations is warning that
nearly 23 million people —about 55%
of the population — are facing
extreme levels of hunger, with
nearly 9 million at risk of famine as
winter takes hold in the
impoverished country.

The United States last week
announced plans to free up half of
the S$7 billion in frozen Afghan
central bank assets on U.S. soil to
help the Afghan people while
holding the rest to possibly satisfy

T

terrorism-related lawsuits against
the IEA, the White House said on
Friday.

Consignment of aid from India
arrives in Kabul
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Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
officials said Saturday a consignment
of humanitarian aid from India has
arrived in Kabul.

Zabihullah Mujahid, spokesman for
the IEA and deputy minister for
information and culture, said in a
tweet that 2.5 tons of medicine and
clothing has arrived to Afghanistan.

“The country (India) helped the
Afghan people with two and a half
tons of medicine and clothes,” said
Mujahid.

He also thanked India for providing
help to Afghans.

This comes after Pakistan officials
recent say that Pakistan will allow
India to use its territory to transport
50,000 metric tonnes of wheat and
medicine to Afghanistan.

Construction of Sardeh Dam
Started in Ghazni Province
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The Afghan Ministry of Energy and
Water announced that work had
begun on the construction of the
Sardeh Dam in Ghazni province.

The construction of this dam was
first started in 1967.

The head of the ministry, Abdul Latif
Mansour, wrote on his Twitter page
that with the arrival of the Islamic
Emirate, the project, funded by the
World Food Program, was surveyed
by the Ghazni Maritime Subdivision.

The head of the Ministry of Energy
and Water also wrote that the
practical work of this project in the
field of cleaning canals,
reconstruction of siphons,
construction of a pond for irrigation
of trees and planting and their
implementation is underway.

According to the information of this
ministry, the Sardeh dam project is
the second major project that was
established in 1346; This dam has
two canals that have the capacity to
irrigate 76,000 acres of land.

o

United Nations Provides $2bn
In Humanitarian And Banking

Assistance To Afghanistan

Over The Past Six Months
The United Nations says it has

provided nearly S 2 billion in

humanitarian and banking
assistance to Afghanistan over the
past six months.

Da Afghanistan Bank (Central said in
a press release yesterday that the
bank’s officials met with Deborah
Lines, the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Representative for
Afghanistan, to  discuss the
expansion of humanitarian aid in
Afghanistan.

According to the bank’s newsletter,
UNAMA representatives said they
were ready to help the people of
Afghanistan, especially its banking
sector.

Da Afghanistan Bank also said that
during the meeting, Lines promised
to fulfill its obligations to normalize
the banking system in Afghanistan.
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U.S. Treasury Issues General
License to Facilitate Economic

Activity in Afghanistan

The U.S.
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) issued a new General

Department of the

License (GL) to expand
authorizations for commercial and
financial transactions in Afghanistan,
including  with its governing

institutions.

The GL aims to ensure that U.S.
sanctions do not prevent or inhibit
transactions and activities needed to
provide aid to and support the basic
human needs of the people of
Afghanistan and underscores the
United States’ commitment to
working with the private sector,
international partners and allies, and
international organizations to
support the people of Afghanistan.

“The United States has continued to
take necessary steps to support the
flow of humanitarian aid to and
facilitate commercial and financial
activity in Afghanistan. Our action
today recognizes that in light of this
dire crisis, it is essential that we
address concerns that sanctions
inhibit commercial and financial

D

activity while we continue to deny
financial resources to the Taliban,
the Haggani Network, and other
malign actors,” said Deputy Treasury
Secretary Wally Adeyemo.

Treasury’s GL authorizes, to the
extent required, all transactions
involving  Afghanistan and its
governing institutions that would
otherwise be prohibited by U.S.
sanctions, excluding financial
transfers to the Taliban, Haqqani
Network, and associated entities,
and any blocked individual who is in
a leadership role of a governing
institution in Afghanistan, other than
for the purpose of effecting the
payment of taxes, fees, or import
duties, or the purchase or receipt of
permits, licenses, or public utility
services, provided that such
payments do not relate to luxury
items or services, which do not
support basic human needs. The GL
also does not authorize transfers of
luxury items and services.

This License reflects the United
States’ commitment to support the
people of Afghanistan through their
ongoing humanitarian and economic
crisis. While sanctions relief alone
cannot reverse longstanding
structural challenges and the flight
of technocratic and government
experts due to the Taliban’s
mismanagement, it can ensure that
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sanctions do not prevent economic
activity that the people of
Afghanistan rely on to meet their
most fundamental needs.

Prior to the Taliban’s takeover,
Afghanistan was dependent on
external aid, receiving
approximately $S8.5 billion in grants
each year which financed 75 percent
of public expenditures. Moreover,
more than half of these foreign
transfers were for military and
security needs and have been
terminated. The poverty rate in 2020
stood at nearly 50 percent, and only
10-20 percent of Afghan adults had
bank accounts. An underdeveloped
financial sector also held back
growth: prior to August 2021,
Afghanistan’s loan-to-GDP ratio
stood around 3 percent, the lowest
in the world. Overall, the IMF
estimates that Afghanistan faces an
economic contraction of up to 30
percent.

In light of these challenges, the
Biden Administration has taken
action on a number of dimensions to
support the people of Afghanistan.
Treasury has worked closely with
international organizations and
nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) to facilitate the provision of
aid and financial resources to
support humanitarian activities in
Afghanistan. Treasury and our

s

interagency partners are working
with  multilateral  development
banks, including the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank, to provide
substantial economic assistance to
the people of Afghanistan. In
January, the Administration
announced an additional $308
million in USAID humanitarian
assistance for Afghanistan, bringing
total U.S. humanitarian aid for
Afghanistan and Afghan refugees in
the region to $782 million since
October.

In December 2021, the United States
and other donors to the World Bank-
administered Afghanistan
Reconstruction Trust Fund decided
to transfer $280 million to UNICEF
(5100 million) and the World Food
Programme ($180 million). These
funds will enable UNICEF to provide
essential health services to 12.5
million people, including 1 million
vaccinations, and allow the World
Food Programme to provide food
assistance to 2.7 million people in
Afghanistan.
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