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$40 million cash aid package arrives in Kabul

Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) announced that a humanitarian cash aid package of $40 million arrived in
Kabul. This package comes just two days after another cash aid package of $40 million arrived in the
country, before.

DAB said in a statement that the arrived cash packages are transferred to a commercial bank in the country.
DAB welcomed the assistance and called on the international community to engage with Afghanistan in
other areas and help its people.

It noted that entry of currency to Afghanistan is a good step and called on the international community to
deliver aid through the country’s banking sector.

DAB has received more than $1 billion in humanitarian cash aid since the collapse of the former govern-

ment.
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Ariana Afghan Airlines resumes flights to India

Ariana Afghan Airlines said on Thursday that it will soon resume passenger flights from Kabul
to New Delhi.

According to Ariana Airline, in the first phase, there will be one flight from Kabul to New Delhi
per week.

“Ariana Afghan Airlines is proud to resume its regular service to Delhi, India after a long period
of time,” the company stated.

In August 2021, Ariana Airlines flights to some countries, including India, were suspended.
New Delhi is yet to comment about the resumption of Ariana Airlines flights to the country.
Ariana Airlines has already started its flights to Iran, Russia, United Arab Emirates, Pakistan,

Qatar and Turkey.
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IEA to complete Afghan-Uzbek-Pak railway line

Afghanistan Railway Authority (ARA) officials said Thursday preliminary work on finishing the railway project between
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Pakistan (Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar railway) has started.

Speaking at a news conference on Thursday in Kabul, ARA officials said that joint technical teams have started work
and are half way through the initial phase. “Inshallah we finish this project it may not only ensure the economy of
Afghanistan but also guarantee the country’s security,” said Bakht Rehman Sharafat, General Director of the Afghani-
stan Railway Authority (ARA). At the same time, ARA said that revenue from the Uzbekistan-Afghanistan railway line,
which previously went to Uzbekistan, will now come to ARA. “Afghanistan’s railway revenue was previously collected
in Uzbekistan and then this country passed it on to Afghanistan but after the Islamic Emirate’s takeover we weren't able
to receive the revenue from Uzbekistan due to banking system crisis,” Sharafat said.

“Now, Afghanistan’s $12.5 million is with Uzbekistan which has not delivered it to the country yet”

The railway line will connect the Trans-Corridor of Central Asia to Pakistan by the shortest route and will also provide
an opportunity for South Asian countries to enter the markets of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and
Europe. However, the railway administration has prioritized its plans and prioritized the projects where work is half
finished or almost complete. According to ARA, since the beginning of this year, more than three and a half million tons

of goods have been transported using the existing line.
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Fresh fruits exportation from Afghanistan has increased
this year: ACCI

Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce & Investment (ACCI) said Friday that fresh fruits exports have increased from the
country abroad. According to ACCI, the export of fresh fruits have increased significantly compared to previous years, and
most of these fruits are exported to Pakistan, India and some other neighboring countries of Afghanistan.

ACCl members have added that if the export process continues in the same way, gardeners and traders can export fresh
seasonal fruits regularly. According to the members of this chamber, Pakistan has recently provided more facilities for
Afghanistan’s exports.

However, producers and exporters of fresh fruit in the country said that compared to last year, melon products have
decreased by 50 percent, adding that there is little consideration for the expenses and efforts of farmers for the price at
which their products are sold, and there is a need for better marketing for their products. Meanwhile, traders said that due
to recent droughts and natural disasters, the harvest of fresh fruit has decreased.

On the other hand, the decrease in the price of Pakistani currency has caused traders to face many problems in trading
goods with this country. Economic experts said that the government should find different markets for the country’s fresh
fruit exports. According to them, in order to prevent the spoilage of farmers’ and gardeners’ products, cold storages

should be set up in the country.
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Muttaqgi requests from China to help Afghanistan
increase its exporting volume

Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi met with Beijing’s visiting special envoy to
Kabul and called on China to pave the way for Afghan exports. During the meeting, held in Kabul, Mutta-
gi thanked the Chinese government for starting the visa issuance process in Kabul for Afghan traders,
calling it beneficial for bilateral trade between the two countries.

China’s envoy Yue Xiaoyong said that he was working on bilateral and multinational relations with
Afghanistan, and spoke about the “encouraging news during his recent regional visits,” according to a
statement from the Afghan foreign ministry. Yue also praised the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) for
its efforts and achievements, adding that the new Afghan government has been able to fulfill challeng-
ing and significant tasks in a short period of time, and that it had managed the natural disasters and cold
winter well, the statement said. The Chinese special envoy said bilateral relations with Afghanistan had
progressed significantly, adding that the meetings between the two countries’ foreign ministers depict-
ed deep relations between the two nations.

He also said that in addition to pine nuts, China was considering importing other dried and fresh fruits to
help Afghanistan’s economy. China’s special envoy arrived in Kabul after visiting Turkey, Pakistan and
India to discuss the situation in Afghanistan. In Kabul, the envoy also met with Acting Defense Minister

Mohammad Yaqub Mujahid, where they discussed the need for bilateral cooperation.

Mujahid told the envoy that Afghanistan would facilitate investment in the country.

Afghanistan Economic Outlook 27



MTN receives $35 million offer for Afghanistan operation

South Africa’s MTN Group has received a binding offer for 100% of its shares in MTN Afghanistan for a
consideration of approximately $35 million, the company has confirmed.

The identity of the buyer was not disclosed but the operator expects the transaction to be concluded
within roughly six months, South African media reports indicated.

The sale will mark the completion of the group’s planned exit from its consolidated Middle East and

Central Asia markets following the sale of its business in Yemen and the loss of its Syrian operations last

year.
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IEA trade delegation heads to Moscow

A delegation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) led by the acting minister of industry and
commerce left Kabul Sunday for Moscow to purchase essential commodities including fuel.

“We will try to sign agreements for the purchase of basic commodities including wheat, sunflower
cooking oil (as they have big factories for it) and also fuel including diesel, petrol and LPG gas,"Nooruddin
Azizi, the acting minister of industry and commerce, said before his departure.“We are in talks with their
major companies.” Azizi said that during the visit they will met with the ministries of agriculture, energy
and commerce.

“We hope we will have a great achievement which will be in the interest of the Afghan people,” he said.
Food and fuel prices have gone up significantly in recent months in Afghanistan, the economy of which
has been isolated following last August’s political change.“The industry and commerce minister’s trip to
Moscow under existing circumstances holds special significance. We should engage with all countries to
boost trade and seize the opportunities,” said Sakhi Ahmad Paiman, deputy head of the Chamber of
Industries and Mines. Mirwais Haji Zada, deputy head of the Chamber of Agriculture and Livestock, said
that there is an opportunity to increase trade with Russia.

He said that Afghanistan can also increase pomegranate and dried fruits exports to Russia.
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Kabul hoping to purchase 1 million barrels of crude oil from Russia

Afghanistan’s acting minister of trade and industry Nuriddin Azizi has said Kabul hopes to purchase one
million barrels of Russian crude oil, and secure some sort of barter arrangement with Moscow.

Currently on a visit to Moscow, for talks on expanding trade ties with Russia, Azizi was quoted by Russian
media outlet RIA Novosti as saying “we have offered [Russia] to buy about 1 million [barrels], if [Russia]
can send more, then this is not a problem.”

He also noted that Afghanistan is hoping to barter for the oil.“The most important thing for us would be
the oil and gas project. We would also like to consider the option of barter trade, provided that Russia has
a need for some kind of Afghan products,” he said.

In May, Afghan Charge d’Affaires in Russia Jamal Nasir Garwal spoke about plans to negotiate with
Moscow on the supply of Russian hydrocarbons. “We are determined to reach agreements between
Afghanistan and Russia and sign specific deals,” he said.

Russian Ambassador to Kabul, Dmitry Zhirnov, told RIA the sides will discuss the supply of crude oil, grain
and sunflower oil during the delegation’s visit.

The Ministry of Industry and Trade has not yet meanwhile said that the Afghan delegation has not yet
finalized any agreements with the Russian side..

Although Russia has not yet recognized the new government of Afghanistan, it has close relations with

Kabul.
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Kabul, Islamabad to issue truckers with 6-month visas to boost trade

Pakistan and Afghanistan have reached an agreement to issue six-month visas to truck drivers on a
reciprocal basis to facilitate cross-border movement of goods between the two countries.

According to Pakistan’s Commerce Minister Naveed Qamar, this move will facilitate cross-border trade.
This comes after Pakistan’s announced on July 5 it would allow trade of all products to Kabul in the rupee
owing to the non-availability of tradable currency through banking channels, Dawn News reported.
Qamar also said there was a demand to allow Afghan trucks to cross the Wagah border. He said due to
political tensions with India it is not possible. “We will consider this when things return to normal with

India’, the minister remarked.
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Uzbekistan-Afghanistan joint trade zone to be established

Officials in Balkh province said plans are underway to
establish a trade zone within two months in the border
area of Balkh province and Surhandarya province of
Uzbekistan. Officials said 120 acres of land would be
utilized and the cost would be $75 million.

The plan to create a joint trade zone was signed between
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan last year in order to expand
economic relations and support Afghan businessmen.
Uzbek officials involved in the Afghan-Uzbek joint trade
zone, said: “Under the guidance of our president and
understanding with the Afghan government, we are
trying to establish a joint trade zone between the border
of the two countries in order to increase economic
relations, increase imports and exports between the two
countries. And also to provide the introduction of Afghani-
stan’s domestic products abroad.”

The trade zone will ultimately allow Afghan business
owners to network and trade without visas. Afghan
products will also be available to Uzbek traders. A number
of businessmen in Balkh province consider the establish-
ment of this zone as a window of hope for the country’s
economy. “The establishment of this market is good for
both countries, it will continue to promote the business of
businessmen of the two countries, and the relations
between the two neighbors will continue to improve with
the establishment of this zone,” said Miwand Ziyai, an
investor. “l am very happy that a joint trade zone is being
established and this shows the good relations between
the neighboring countries and we are trying to develop
these relations because the creation of this zone is good
for the national businesses of both countries,” said Afzal
Daulatzai, another investor.

Afghanistan Economic Outlook

“Economically, it plays an important and funda-
mental role in the field of trade, and we can sell
the products we have in this market. Wherever
economic activity takes place, it is natural that its
benefit reaches both countries, people and
economy,” said Sultan Mohammad Tokhi, a
resident of Balkh Province.

Local officials in Balkh also say that the creation
of a joint trade zone will lead to the development
of trade between the two countries.

“A joint trade zone will be created between the
border of Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, and this
joint zone has good effects on culture, social
communication and also in the economic sector,”
Zabihullah Noorani, said head of information
and culture of Balkh.



DABS Increases Electricity for Industrial Parks

Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat has increased the amount of electricity for the industrial parks, aiming to support
the domestic products in the country. The industrial parks are now being provided with 12 hours of electricity on
a daily basis. The owner of the factories welcomed the increase of electricity but argued that they need to be
provided with 24/7 electricity to continue their activities. More than 80 people lost their jobs after a factory in
Kabul cut down operations due to electricity.

“The Islamic Emirate should pay attention to the industrial sector. It should provide electricity, markets and other
needs for the industrial sector, otherwise many factories will collapse,” said Khalid Mohammad Tajik, an owner of
the factory. The Kabul Chamber of Industry and Mines warned that if the needs of the industrial parks are not met,
the factories will be forced to halt their activities.

“In the current situation, the economic crisis has increased and our citizens have become jobless. If the factories
lack electricity, the rate of unemployment will rise as the factories close,” he said. A spokesman for Da Afghanistan
Breshan Sherkat, Hekmatullah Maiwandi, said that the private companies will be provided with 12 hours of
electricity on a daily basis.

“We have made a lot of efforts... we have increased two more hours of electricity for the industrial parks and now
they are being provided with 12 hours of electricity,” he said.

According to the available numbers of the Afghanistan Chamber of Industry and Mines (ACIM), there are more

than 6,000 factories active in Afghanistan. Many of these factories are currently struggling with a shortage of

power.
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Ministry Puts Up 8 Mines for
Tender, Says '200' Investors Interested

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum said that more than 200 domestic and foreign companies have shown an interest
in eight mines that have been put up for tender by the ministry. A ceremony was held in the Serena Hotel in Kabul and
was attended by senior Islamic Emirate officials and Afghan businesspeople.

"We currently have eight mines which we have announced, in Tolak (Ghor province)," said Shohabuddin Delawar,
acting Minister of Mines and Petroleum. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Economy pledged that it will make every effort to
recruit foreign investment into the country.

"The Islamic Emirate has yet to be recognized but the interest of national and foreign traders for investment inside the
country can play a vital role in economic development in the country," said Abdul Latif Nazari, Deputy Minister of the
Economy. The Afghanistan of Chamber Commerce and Investment (ACCI) called for further support for traders to pave
the ground to increase exports.

"The export makes a country’s infrastructure. If we don't have exports, we will not be able to import foreign currency
to Afghanistan,' said Mohammad Yunus Momand, head of the ACCI. The Ministry of Finance said that it has increased
tariffs on imports of some products to support domestic production.

"The Ministry of Finance increased tariffs on foreign products in order to facilitate a good market for domestic

products,’ said Mohammad Nasir, Deputy Minister of Finance.
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